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As someone who was looking
to get into publishing, I
always found it hard to
consistently keep up with
what was happening in the
industry. Remembering
to visit separate websites,
news sources, job portals
and keep up with changes
was quite challenging. I also
know it can be difficult to
find information, learn about
trends in the industry, or
about the specifics of roles
that are not editorial.
The Publishing Post
intends to provide all of
this information and more
to anyone wanting to learn
about, or join, the publishing
industry. We want to cover
as much as we can for those,
like us, who want to absorb
as much of the industry as
they can. The Publishing
Post is a free resource that

is encouraging, honest and
accessible to every single
person who is considering
publishing as a career.
The Publishing Post stands
by the fact that 2021 is
a time for breaking down
barriers and encouraging
diversity in the publishing
industry. Learning about
and being included in
the industry should be
for everyone.
The magazine is created
by publishing hopefuls, for
publishing hopefuls. Each
and every person who works
on the magazine each issue
is dedicated to producing
and educating fellow
hopefuls with content that is
informative and interesting.

Lastly, I just want to say
a massive thank you to
every single person who
has supported, shared and
shouted about The Publishing
Post since our first issue. On
behalf of the whole team, we
are so incredibly grateful and
could not be more proud of
the success.
Editor in Chief, Chelsea
Graham

STAY UP TO DATE
Catch up on our previous issues, highlighted articles and recommended events at
www.thepublishingpost.com
Follow us:
@publishing_post

@publishing_post
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Penguin Classics Launches
Green Ideas Series of Influential
Environmental Literature
By Natalia A lvarez
Today, it seems relatively
impossible to escape the
global effects of climate
change. We are constantly
surrounded by news of
rising temperatures and
shrinking glaciers but many
people are still unaware of
how drastic these changes
have been in recent years.
With discussions on climate
control at an all-time high,
society needs to be educated
on ways in which we can
make a positive impact on
the world around us. This
is what Penguin Classics
hopes to achieve with its new
collection dubbed
Green Ideas.
Penguin Classics is an
imprint of Penguin Random
House and is known for its
wide variety of books that
have stood the test of time.
Therefore, they have been
accepted as classics. This
division publishes literature
from every corner of the
world in various languages
to ensure they are reaching
a wider audience. This is
why it is no surprise that the
Green Ideas series would
be introduced through this
imprint. The idea for the
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Green Ideas series stemmed
from a previous collection
called the Penguin Great
Ideas series, which includes
ninety books from the
greatest thinkers that we
have seen thus far around
the world.
The plan with this collection
is to take influential literature
written about the climate
crisis from all over the
world and introduce them
into a “new canon.” To
begin, Penguin Classics has
chosen twenty works from
environmental writers that
focus on the effects of the
climate crisis. These range
from novels to essays or
even collections on thoughts
and ideas that could change
the way we think about our
environment.
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What is especially interesting
about this series is that
the entire collection has
been taken from writings
that span 75 years’ worth
of conversations about the
environment. This is the first
time they will all be gathered
under one branch and will
hopefully be expanded as
more works on environmental
literature are introduced.
The Green Ideas series can
be found and bought on the
Penguin Classics website.
More information about the
effects of climate change as
well as ways to get involved
can be found on the United
Nations website.

Wigtown Book Festival: “Book It”
and “Spread the Word”
By Charlotte Hall
If you’ve read anything
by Shaun Bythell, you’ll
be familiar with his shop,
aptly named The Book
Shop, famed as Scotland’s
largest second-hand
bookshop (it reports over
a mile of shelving). You’ll
be able to recall, too, his
sometimes touching, always
witty observations of the
customers who pass through
his establishment. The Diary
of a Bookseller was a book I
picked up in a second-hand
bookshop some miles away
in London, and I read it to
while away some of the many
lockdown hours we all faced.
Fitting, I think. The Book
Shop is in Wigtown, and it
was through this funny and
rather special diary that I
first discovered the town,
an officially designated
Scotland’s National Book
Town in 1998. If this doesn’t
give you reason to up sticks
and move there immediately,
this might; from 1999, it has
hosted an annual Wigtown
Book Festival, running this
year from 22 September
to 4 October. The festival
has grown to international
renown and this year will host
the brilliant Alexander McCall
Smith talking about his
latest addition to ‘The No.1

Ladies’ Detective Agency
series, The Joy and Light Bus
Company, as well as a host of
other household names. The
festival doesn’t limit itself
to just holding talks with
authors, it uses its location to
best advantage with events
such as stargazing walks and
fireworks.
Last year, the festival
was entirely digital as the
world withdrew to protect
itself from the ravages of
COVID-19. This year, the
programme is much reduced,
with many events available
to stream online. It means
the pressure is on to make
ends meet and ensure
the much-loved festival
returns year on year. Adrian
Turpin, the festival’s artistic
director says, “it is hard to

overestimate how financially
challenging this year is –
even more so than last year.
COVID-19 restrictions mean
that our opportunities for
box office income in 2021
are severely limited, yet
many of our running costs
remain fixed.” The festival
has launched a £25,000
fundraising campaign, “Book
It” and “Spread the Word,”
which encourages both the
booking of tickets and, you
guessed it, spreading the
word. You can read more
about the festival’s line-up
and how to support it here.
With international travel
still looking uncertain and
staycations in the UK hitting
an all-time high, there may
be no better time to turn your
SatNavs towards southwest
Scotland.

Image: wigtownbookfestival.com
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Industry Insights: Isabelle Panay
By L eyla Mehmet, Elizabeth
Guess and A imee Whittle
For this issue, we interviewed
Isabelle Panay to learn more
about her role as Publicity
Assistant at Watkins
Publishing and Nourish
Books.

Tell us about your
journey into publishing
and how the pandemic
affected your job
search.
My journey into publishing
was a bit of a bumpy road
at the start, as I left my
previous full-time job working
at a Travel & Lifestyle PR
company around a month
into the first lockdown. It
was tricky to gain experience
in publishing at a time
when even those with wellestablished publishing
careers were struggling,
and there were times when
I wondered if making the
change in career had been
the right decision. However,
as soon as I managed to get
some experience working
in books with The Comedy
Women in Print Prize and
Smashbear Publishing, I
realised that getting a role I
was truly passionate about
was worth it! While I did
these part-time roles, I was
applying for countless jobs
in publishing, particularly
publicity. It was tough to

keep morale up when I
was stuck at home and
lacking that usual work-life
balance, but publications
like The Publishing Post
and Facebook groups like
Publishing Hopefuls made a
world of difference!

Watkins Publishing
and Nourish Books
specialise in mind,
body, spirit and
wellbeing books.
Was this something
that you were always
interested in?
I’ve always had an interest in
cookbooks and had dabbled
in reading self-help over
the years, but when the
pandemic hit and I found
myself with more spare time
than usual, the number of
mind, body, spirit (MBS)
books that I read increased.
When I saw Watkins’
advertising, it felt like perfect
timing! I find most of the
books we publish easy to
connect with, and I feel like
they’re something I would
personally be interested
in regardless of my job.
However, as is the case with
all publishing jobs, you are
never going to be the target
audience for every single
book you publish. What I love
about MBS is that even if I
don’t personally relate to a
book, I know it will still be
an incredibly useful tool for
someone else.
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What does the typical
day of a Publicity
Assistant look like?
Every day is different; there
is truly never a dull moment!
I enjoy days when I can put
aside time to work on writing
press releases, as I get the
chance to be creative with
how they look and how I
build a pitch email around
that focal point. I would
say my most consistent
task is answering emails,
whether that be responding
to interest following pitches,
liaising back and forth with
authors and journalists to
arrange interviews, or just
general admin like monitoring
our coverage emails for the
week.

Has there been
anything that has
surprised you about
working in Publicity?
This may not apply to all jobs
in Publicity, but for me, at a
smaller publishing house, I
was surprised by how much
one-on-one interaction I
get with authors! Every time
we create a marketing and
publicity plan for a book, we
then have a meeting with that
author to run them through
it, which we call a ‘startup.’
These meetings are a great
way to gauge what the
author is looking for. From
this initial meeting, through
to arranging interviews and
submitting books for awards,

I didn’t expect to interact
with authors this heavily so
early on in my career, but it is
a very humbling experience.

Do you have any
advice for publishing
hopefuls?
My top tip is to always keep
going – keep applying, keep
chatting and keep learning!
So much of the application
process takes time to get
used to. By the end of my
journey as a hopeful, I
looked back at the first cover
letters I had written and
was equally as embarrassed
by them as I was proud at
how far I had come since
the start. Part of that was
from practising, but part of
it was due to making use
of the resources available
online. Many publishing
houses are now sharing top
tips for applications, and
I’d recommend looking at
Watkins’ Peek Into Publishing
for this too! Myself and
Brittany, Editorial & Audio
Assistant, set up this
initiative after both being
hopefuls during the chaotic
year that was 2020. Also
keep an eye on Twitter, as
people there are constantly
offering advice and are
almost always happy to
answer any questions. If you
don’t feel comfortable using
your current account, I would
recommend setting up an
account exclusively used for
publishing-related things.

What are you currently
reading?
I am currently reading
Detransition Baby by Torrey
Peters. I was intrigued
to read this after all the
controversy following its
longlist nomination for
the Women’s Prize. It was
fantastic to see so many
people in the industry stand
up for what’s right, sending
the book to a very well-

deserved top position in the
charts. I’m really enjoying it
so far; it does an excellent
job of portraying the different
perspectives that trans
women have, from day-today events up to huge life
events, such as parenthood.
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Anticipated Reads:
Fireside Festivity

by sarah ernestine , rebecca ramlakhan , meg jones , genevieve bernard
and ellie gibbs

Lore Olympus: Volume
One by Rachel Smythe
October 5, Del Rey
Recently, there has been a
demand in the book market
for retellings of classic Greek
mythology, re-envisioning
both tales and characters.
However, no one has done
this this quite like Rachel
Smythe. Her graphic novel,
Lore Olympus: Volume One,
will guide readers down into
the underworld where the
god Hades rules supreme.
The story follows all the
Olympus elite, including
Persephone, goddess of
Spring. Lore Olympus shows
a unique blending of these
well-known myths with the
modern world, complete
with limousines, cell phones
and university classes.
Smythe has established a
readership for her retelling of
Hades and Persephone via
Webtoons, a digital platform
for webcomics. Her colourful
characters and compelling
storyline take to the page this
October before continuing
to the screen in a confirmed
future TV adaptation by
Netflix. Now is the perfect
time to grab a copy of Lore

Olympus: Volume One and
dive into the dangerous world
of gods, mischief, politics
and power.

The Lincoln Highway
by Amor Towles
October 5, Penguin Random
House
Exhilarating, thrilling and
suspenseful. Towles third
novel The Lincoln Highway
is full of twists and turns.
In this exciting new novel,
Towles tells the story of
eighteen-year-old Emmett
Watson who is driven back
home to Nebraska by the
warden of the juvenile work
farm where he has just
served fifteen months for
involuntary manslaughter.
Parentless and left solely
to his own responsibilities,
Emmett intends to pick up
his younger brother Billy
and move to California in
hope of starting a new life.
However, when the warden
drives away, Emmett slowly
comes to the realisation
that two of his friends – the
lively and vibrant Duchess
and the solemn Woolly have
conspired a plan that will
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take them all on a crucial
journey that will impact
all their lives. In the short
time span of ten days and
narrated from multiple
viewpoints, Towles novel
is full of self-discovery and
misadventure.

Iron Widow by Xiran
Jay Zhao
October 7, Oneworld
After her sister’s brutal
death, revenge is Zetian’s
only concern. She joins
the military service as a
concubine and co-pilot to the
male she holds responsible,
willing to sacrifice her body
and her life if necessary.
Only the men of Huaxia
are rewarded with fame
in the alien war, but when
Zetian returns from battle
unharmed, she is crowned
an Iron Widow. As the most
feared pilot of all time,
Zetain decides the death

of a single male pilot isn’t
enough. She must save more
girls from their sacrificial
service by taking down the
patriarchal military system.
Iron Widow combines sci-fi
with East Asian mythology
in this stunning retelling of
China’s only female emperor,
Wu Zetian. Xiran Jay Zhao’s
debut novel marks the
beginning of their new space
opera series.

life and food intersect, from
the good times, as well as
the bad, the gastronomical
triumphs, to the burnt toast
disasters, this book is an
absolute feast and one we
can’t wait to devour.

Taste: My Life Through
Food by Stanley Tucci

The young adult genre is
being treated to another
rom-com, but this time it’s
queer and features magical
brownies. The story focuses
on Syd, who is agender,
therefore uses no pronouns.
Syd bakes for a queer
bakery, The Proud Muffin,
but Syd’s brownies come
with a twist: everyone who
eats the brownies breaks
up. Even the owners of
The Proud Muffin. Insert
Harley (he/they) – the bike
delivery person, who believes
Syd about the magical
baking, which has caused
heartbreak throughout the
queer community in Austin.
Harley also believes that
Syd’s baking can fix things,
one brownie at a time. The
Heartbreak Bakery is sure
to be a cute, cosy read for
autumn and a love letter to
the LGBTQ+ community.

October 7, Fig Tree
The award-winning actor, and
self-professed foodie Stanley
Tucci brings us this charming
and delicious memoir of his
life both in and out of the
kitchen.
Synonymous with films such
as The Devil Wears Prada,
The Hunger Games and Julie
& Julia, Tucci has become a
household name known by
many, but few recognise the
gastronomical talent he also
brings to the table (as well as
making the perfect negroni).
In his signature humour and
wit, Tucci shares the magic
of home-cooking through
anecdotes and tales from his
childhood growing up in an
Italian-American family in
New York, through to falling
in love with his wife over
dinner and every delectable
story in between. Taste
reflects the ways in which

The Heartbreak Bakery
by A. R. Capetta
October 12, Penguin
Random House
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A Look into Actors and Their
Audiobook Narrations
by paige anderson and emily de vogele

Narrators are
responsible for
bringing audiobooks
to life. Their voices
ring out in our ears,
transporting us to a
world of escapism.
So, what happens
when their voice is
recognisable? When
we know them as
someone else and can
picture them as the
actors that are on our
screens instead of a
voice inside our head?
Does having a TV or
film actor ruin the
novelty of audiobooks,
or enhance it?
One could argue that
their acting skills come in
handy when narrating an
audiobook. Ben Barnes’
reading of The Picture of
Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde
comes to mind. Barnes
portrayed Dorian Gray in a
2009 adaptation of the novel,
and, while discourse and
opinions around the quality
of that adaptation are still
happening, you cannot deny
the cadence and richness
Barnes’ vocal performance
brings to the book itself. By
selecting an actor familiar

to younger audiences
from his performances in
The Chronicles of Narnia,
Marvel’s The Punisher and
more recently Netflix’s
adaptation of Shadow and
Bone, his name adds interest
to a classic piece of literature
that isn’t always on the top of
everyone’s to-read list.
The same can be said for
Jake Gyllenhaal’s reading
of The Great Gatsby by F.
Scott Fitzgerald. Gyllenhaal’s
instantly recognisable voice
adds to the already adored
story of Jay Gatsby and his
American Dream. Fans of
both the actor and the novel
are drawn to this work,
curious to hear how this
piece of literature will be
performed.
Take the example of The
Testaments by Margaret
Atwood, the long-awaited
sequel to The Handmaid’s
Tale. Ann Dowd brought the
sinister Aunt Lydia to life in
the TV adaption of the iconic
book and also narrates part
of the audiobook. One might
refer back to the idea that
the skill of the actor has a
deep impact on whether
their narration has a positive
or a negative effect on the
audiobook. In the case of
The Testaments, there have
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been countless reviews of the
audiobook describing Dowd’s
narration as ‘terrifying,’ and
the general consensus seems
to be that her voice enhances
the experience of listening to
the story.
Dowd’s ability to become
Aunt Lydia in the TV series is
truly brilliant, and she does
this again in the audiobook,
crediting Atwood’s writing
as the reason she is able to
do this. When questioned
how she was able to breathe
life into Aunt Lydia so

convincingly, she answered
that Atwood’s “brilliance
allows an actor or a reader to
fall straight into the world.”
This then suggests that the
weight falls more on the
authors’ shoulders, rather
than the actor narrating, to
create a story that causes
listeners to enter that frame
of mind which lets them truly
immerse themselves in what
they are listening to.
However, what happens
when a recognisable voice
hinders the novel and
storytelling? A few examples
come to mind, primarily
the audiobook narration of
Aristotle and Dante Discover
The Secrets Of The Universe
by Benjamin Alire Saenz.
Narrated by Lin-Manuel
Miranda, famed for Hamilton:
The Musical, it becomes
almost impossible to
separate his voice from this
renowned performance when
listening to the audiobook. Of
course, as with all reviews,
this is entirely subjective.
I found it hard to listen to
the audiobook when all I
could hear in my head was
Alexander Hamilton. Half of
me was almost expecting a
song break at some point
during the narration. With
such a distinctive voice and
the ever-present Hamilton
videos on the internet, it’s
hard to picture Miranda as
anyone else. Despite all
this, it wasn’t a deal-breaker
for me. I still finished the
audiobook, but a part of me
felt that I missed out on some

of the magical escapism that
should come with audiobooks
because of the associations
I have with Miranda, and his
voice.
There are countless
examples of actors narrating
audiobooks where their
talent and
voice adds to
the audiobook
experience. As
with most books
and readers,
it comes down
to preference
and one’s own
subjectivity.
Some readers
might despise
it all together
and avoid
any celebrity
narration, while
some exclusively
look out for a
reading by their
favourite actor.
Actors do have a
certain knowledge
of performance
and storytelling
that most don’t,
making it clear
why some of them
are picked for
narration or offer
up their voices
themselves. Either
way, it seems to
be a trend that
is only growing
over time. Love or
loathe celebrity
narrations, they’re
here and it looks
like they’re here
to stay.
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Highlights in the Charts
That Night by Gillian
McAllister
Review by Emma Ferguson
Gillian McAllister explores
just how far people will go to
protect their family. When
Joe and Cathy Plant get a
call from their sister Frannie
in the middle of the night
on their holiday, they both
rush to help her without a
moment’s thought. What
they find is far worse than
they could have imagined,
Frannie crying over a dead,
bloodied body. She has run
a man over and was too
scared of going to prison to
ring an ambulance, having

Since that day in December
2018, Dean and Nala have
been inseparable, travelling
around the world together
facing obstacles, rescuing
animals and encountering
friendly strangers. Dean set
up an Instagram and YouTube
page, 1bike1world, and
after an article on The Dodo
went viral, he had 800,000
followers across both
platforms. With the power of
social media, people were
touched by Dean and Nala’s
remarkable relationship.

already had an altercation
with the police earlier in their
trip. She begs them to cover
for her and they agree to
the ultimate sacrifice, they
bury the body and hide the
evidence. But as time goes
on and the police get closer
to uncovering the crime,
cracks begin to show and
truths are revealed, pushing
their relationships to
the edge.
The book is divided into
‘then’ and ‘now,’ but the
now chapters do not reveal
much other than that the
cover-up is unsuccessful. By
doing this, McAllister keeps
the tension high throughout
her story and it took me a
few guesses to predict what
exactly was going to happen
in the ‘now.’ She explores the
deeper complexities of family
loyalty and exposes the
vulnerabilities of sibling and
parental relationships. It is a
slower read with a long build
up, but worth the final reveal.

Nala’s World by Dean
Nicholson
Review by Natalie Joyce
Dean Nicholson left his
homeland of Scotland in
September 2018 and headed
on a trip to cycle around
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the world and experience
adventure like he never
had before. What he didn’t
expect was to find a feline
companion who would
change his life forever.
Dean was three months into
his trip, travelling around
Bosnia when he encountered
a meowing “scrappy wee
thing” on the road, smaller
than the palm of his hand
with piercing green eyes.
Fearing that she could be
killed by a car or animal, he
could not leave her to suffer
and tucked the kitten into the
pouch on his bike, then went
forth to seek veterinary care
in Montenegro.

Apart from rescuing Nala and
also helping other abandoned
animals on his travels, Dean
began raising money for
animal welfare charities.
Over £90,000 was raised for
thirty charities from the sale
of a calendar featuring Nala,
an extraordinary amount for
such an important cause.
Aside from her charitable
deeds, Dean credits Nala for
helping him grow: “I was a
wiser, calmer, more mature
person than the slightly wild
character who left Dunbar
more than a year and a half
earlier.”
Nala’s World is not just the
heart-warming story of an
unconditional love between a
man and his cat – it is a story
of hope and optimism for
humanity.

Glittering a Turd by
Kris Hallenga
Review by Cassie Waters
Glittering a Turd by Kris
Hallenga burst onto the
Sunday Times Bestseller list
in an explosion of pink and
glitter, landing at number
six in its first week of
publication. Billed as being
“more than just another
cancer memoir,” Glittering
a Turd is both a unique
story of someone living
an extraordinary life with
cancer and a handbook that
will inspire you to live life to
the fullest and be your own
biggest advocate.
At just twenty-three years
old Kris was diagnosed with
incurable breast cancer
after a late diagnosis. At the
time, Kris was living a very
normal life, she didn’t know
what she wanted to do or
who she wanted to be. That
all changed when with her
diagnosis. Kris realised that
she had a mission in life and
that it was to campaign for
a future where no one dies
from breast cancer. Together
with her twin sister Maren,
Kris founded CoppaFeel,
the UK’s first breast cancer
awareness charity for young
people.
Kris’ passion for life is
palpable and she writes
about her situation with
warmth and positivity,
highlighting that living is
about much more than
surviving. However, this book

is about much more than just
positivity. In one powerful
chapter, Kris shares her
experience of letting out her
grief around her diagnosis
with a Marie Curie doctor.
She wonderfully balances
honesty and positivity
throughout the book.
Glittering a Turd is as lifeaffirming a book as it gets.
When you’ve finished it, it
will make you appreciate
everything you have, even
your own personal turd. It
might even give you the kick
you need to do that thing
you’ve always wanted to do.
But most importantly, it will
make you want to check your
boobs and keep on checking
every month.
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Fresh off the Press: Three Authors
on the Rise

losing a close family friend
to knife crime. After studying
at Oxford University and
BPP University in London,
Alexandra began her career
where she specialises in
children and finance law.

By Christina Moore, Jia Wen Ho and L eanne Francis

Tunku Halim
Considered the Stephen
King of Malaysia, Tunku
Halim is one of the most
prolific Malaysian writers.
Surprisingly, his first book
was a guide for buying a
condominium; however,
that sparked his passion for
writing. He is best known
for his dark fantasy stories
featuring supernatural beings
from Malay folklore, such
as the Orang Minyak and
Pontianak. There are no
limits to what Tunku Halim
can write; he has written
horror stories, Malaysian
history, children’s books, a
guide to healthy living and a
cookbook. In his own words,
“They ask me, what areas do
you like to write in? And my
answer is always, whatever
strikes my fancy.”

seduce her employer and the
revenge of a grieving father
after his children’s murderer.

The Midnight Children:
A Vanishing
Publisher: Penguin South
East Asia, 2021
Intrigued with a request to
make his stories available
for children, Tunku Halim
started with a story about a
vanished father. However,
as he wrote, the story grew
into a novel, then finally a
trilogy. The book follows a
brother-sister duo who wake
up one morning to find their
father has disappeared! This
sets off a spooky adventure,
where they meet creatures

Scream to the
Shadows
Publisher: Penguin South
East Asia, 2019
A collection of twenty stories
revolving around the occult
world, human madness
and the destructive nature
of technology. Some of
his spine-chilling stories
include the returning of an
abusive husband’s ghost, a
maid using black magic to
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Alexandra founded Black
Women in Law, which has
over 500 members; she also
founded One Case at A Time,
an organisation that assists
disenfranchised minorities in
the legal process.

with spider legs, a shaman
who gives them a box with
a finger bone inside and a
ghostly old lady.

Sareeta Domingo
Sareeta Domingo is a Black
British author from Southeast London. Working as
an editor for HarperCollins
and a writer for various
publications, it’s clear that
Sareeta has an incredibly
busy schedule. Her portfolio
as a writer is exceptional,
covering everything from
contemporary romance
and erotica, to book
reviews, articles for galdem, Black Ballad, Stylist,
and leading events for

Hachette Books, the Royal
Society of Literature and
Black Girls Book Club.
Sareeta also shares her
“Book of the Week” every
Thursday on Worldwide Fm.
Putting Black women at the
forefront of romance and
erotica, Sareeta is reshaping
contemporary romantic
fiction. Her role in improving
representation across the
publishing landscape makes
her the perfect writer to keep
on your bookshelf.

The Nearness of You
Publisher: Piatkus, 2016
Sareeta’s first full-length
novel, The Nearness of You,
published in 2016 by Piatkus,
is a story about complicated
love and having to make
difficult decisions. When
Ryan and Taylor meet, they
are instantly drawn to one
another, sharing an unspoken
bond. The catch? Ryan is
dating Marcy, Taylor’s
best friend.

If I Don’t Have You

In Black and White:
A Young Barrister’s
Story of Race and
Class in a Broken
Justice System

Publisher: Jacaranda Books,
2020

Publisher: Octopus
Publishing Group, 2020

Longlisted for the 2021
Diverse Book Awards, If I
Don’t Have You, published
by Jacaranda Books as part
of their historic “Twenty in
2020” initiative, follows the
relationship between AfroBrazilian filmmaker Ren,
and Black British artist and
journalist Kayla. After fate
pulls them together in a night
of passion, the novel sees
hidden secrets force the
lovers to question the future
of their relationship.

In Black and White: A Young
Barrister’s Story of Race and
Class in a Broken Justice
System is Alexandra’s debut
book. It recounts her early
legal career, the tense
scenes in courtrooms, what it
feels like to defend someone
who hates the colour of your
skin and how it feels to be
in a profession that lacks
diversity. The stark reality for
children coerced into county
line drug-dealing is brought
into sharp focus, as well as
the shocking but not unheard
of instances in which
Alexandra is mistaken for a
defendent multiple times in a
single day.

Alexandra Wilson
Alexandra Wilson is a
barrister who grew up in East
London, the eldest of four
children; her grandparents
were born in Jamaica and
came to England as part of
the Windrush generation.
Alexandra decided to enter
the legal profession after

This book gives a fresh
perspective on one of the
world’s oldest professions
and shows us how much
things still need to change.
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A Spotlight on Translators from
Around the World
By O isin Harris , Toby Smollett and K ate Williams
Translation gives us an
opportunity to read books
that we would not otherwise
be able to experience.
Despite this, the people that
make these translated books
happen, the translators
themselves, are not always
remembered for the role they
play in bringing these stories
to life. In this issue, we put
the spotlight on some of our
favourite translators from
far and wide, to highlight
their achievements and the
incredible work that they do.

North America: Katia
Grubisic, Canada
Katia Grubisic is a Canadian
writer, editor and translator
from Toronto. She studied
French and English literature
at the University of New
Brunswick, before pursuing a
master’s degree at Concordia
University. She is best known
for her translation of David
Clerson’s Frères, published
in 2016 under the title
Brothers. The adaptation
was shortlisted for the 2017
Canadian Governor General’s
Award for French to English
Translation. She has
translated at least five other
texts from French to English,
including A Cemetery for
Bees (Le cimetière des
abeilles) by Alina Dumitrescu,
and White Out (Blanc dehors)

by Martine Delvaux. She is
also the author of her own
poetry collection, What If
Red Ran Out, which won the
Gerald Lampert Memorial
Award for the best debut
poetry collection by a
Canadian writer.

South America:
Débora Landsberg,
Brazil
The Brazilian translator
Débora Landsberg translated
her first book at the age
of twenty-three and her
portfolio now includes over
thirty-five translations from
English to Portuguese. Her
extensive body of work
includes Michelle Obama’s
Becoming (Minha história),
Charles Dickens’ A Tale
of Two Cities (Um Conto
de Duas Cidades) and
Toni Morrison’s Sula. She
graduated from the Pontifical
Catholic University of Rio
de Janeiro with a master’s
degree in translation in
2016, and from 2016–2017
she was the translator
in residence at Trinity
College Dublin’s Centre
for Literary and Cultural
Translation. Following this
experience, Landsberg
went on to translate Sally
Rooney’s beloved novels into
Portuguese, including her
latest novel, Beautiful World,
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Where Are You published by
Companhia das Letras as
Belo mundo, onde você está
this month.

Asia: Professor Ruth
Mabanglo, Philippines
and Jeremy Tiang,
Singapore
Ruth Mabanglo has held
many roles but has come
to be more widely known
as one of the strongest
advocates for the Filipino
language Tagalog. Currently
an acclaimed professor at
the University of Hawaii,
Professor Mabanglo was
born in Manila in 1949. She
has since gone on to receive
many prestigious awards
for her own literary works,
which are often touching
portrayals of the Filipino
immigrant experience. In this
regard, her books echo those
of Antiguan author Jamaica

Kincaid. Her organisation,
the Global Consortium for
the Advancement of Filipino
Language and Culture,
arranges the biennial
Conference on Filipino as
a Global Language at the
University of Hawaii, Manoa.
Her key translation is a
Anyaya ng Imperyalista, a
poetry collection originally
written in Tagalog.
Jeremy Tiang is a prominent
Singaporean author
and translator who has
translated widely from
Chinese to English. Jeremy
has translated more than
ten books from Chinese,
including novels by Zhang
Yueran, Yeng Pway Ngon
and Chan Ho-Kei. Jeremy is
also the recipient of a PEN/
Heim Grant, an NEA Literary
Translation Fellowship and
a People’s Literature Prize
Mao-Tai Cup for Translation.
Not limiting himself to
novels, he has also translated
plays by Wei Yu-Chia, Zhan
Jie and Xu Nuo. In addition to
this, Jeremy is also a prolific
novelist and playwright. I
wanted to shine a spotlight
on Jeremy as his name is
one of the most lauded as
an acclaimed and active
translator from Chinese into
English. Jeremy’s role and
work in promoting Asian
fiction in translation cannot
be understated and this is
reflected in him recently
being honoured as the
London Book Fair’s inaugural
Translator in Residence. His
key translation is Strange
Beasts of China by Yan Ge.

Africa: Wole Soyinka,
Nigeria

Europe: Jakuta
Alikavazovic, France

Born in Abeokuta in 1934,
Wole Soyinka studied in
both Nigeria and the United
Kingdom before receiving
worldwide critical acclaim as
one of the most significant
novelists and playwrights of
his generation, winning the
Nobel Prize for Literature
in 1986. However, like
many other writers known
primarily for their own work,
he has also translated the
works of other authors. Or,
more accurately, another
author. Daniel O. Fagunwa
was a Nigerian author who
wrote his novels in Yoruba
and in 1968 Wole Soyinka
translated The Forest of a
Thousand Daemons (Ògbójú
Ọdẹ nínú Igbó Irúnmọlẹ̀)
into English for the first time,
thirty years after it had first
been published. His choice
to translate this novel into
English demonstrates the
importance he places on
African people embracing
African culture, which is
similarly present in much of
his own work.

Another translator who also
writes outside of translation,
Jakuta Alikavazovic is a
French author who has
translated some of the
most important voices in
21st Century Anglophone
fiction. After having studied
at the École normale
supérieure Paris-Saclay,
she has explored the world
of literature through many
avenues. She wrote her first
book for children in 2004,
before receiving the Prix
Goncourt du Premier Roman
for her first novel in 2008.
Alikavazovic also regularly
contributes to literary
magazines. As a translator,
she has translated works by
David Foster Wallace and
Anna Burns and is currently
the French-language
translator of Ben Lerner,
having translated all three
of his novels.
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Our Favourite Children’s and YA
Book Series
By Joanne Boustead, L aura
Jones and A imee Haldron
This week we are taking a
look at some of our favourite
children’s book series.
From magic and mischief to
romance and urban fantasy,
there is bound to be a series
that piques your interest.
Warning: they may even find
a special place in your heart.

Percy Jackson and the
Olympians
First published in 2005, Rick
Riordan’s Percy Jackson
and the Olympians was
an instant favourite for
children and adults alike.
The series follows the titular
character Percy Jackson,
a dyslexic twelve-year-old
with ADHD. When Percy is
attacked by denizens of the
Underworld, he discovers
that he is a demigod – the
child of a god and mortal. By
merging Greek mythology
into everyday American life,
Riordan created a unique
and magical series that
captivated readers from the
very beginning.

going strong. In 2010, the
series was adapted into
graphic novels and a film.
Riordan subsequently wrote
a new series, The Heroes of
Olympus, which introduces
conflict between the Greek
demigods of New York and
the Roman demigods of San
Francisco. In 2017, an offBroadway musical, titled The
Lightning Thief: The Percy
Jackson Musical debuted
with positive reviews.
Riordan recently announced
that Percy Jackson and the
Olympians will be adapted
into a television series
on Disney+.

Sixteen-years later, the
influence of Percy Jackson
and the Olympians is still
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The Shadowhunter
Chronicles
These YA books by New York
Times bestselling author
Cassandra Clare are an
eclectic mix of the urban
fantasy and romance genres
(with murder and demons
sprinkled in). Published by
Walker Books and Simon &
Schuster, the first series, The
Mortal Instruments, serves
as an introduction to the
world of the Shadowhunters
– humans with the blood
of angels. It follows
Clary, a teenage girl from
Brooklyn who witnesses a
murder and is attacked by
demons. Drawn into the
Shadowhunters’ world, she
learns that creatures such as
vampires, werewolves and
the fae are real and that her
mother has been lying to her
about who she truly is.

The lore and characters
are developed over several
different series that make
up The Shadowhunter
Chronicles. In 2010, Clare
released the first book of
her prequel trilogy, The
Infernal Devices. This was
soon followed by The Dark
Artifices and The Last
Hours (the latter of which
will conclude in 2022).
Several spin-offs featuring
beloved characters have also
been published, as well as
informational guides on the
history of the Shadowhunters
from the view of the
protagonist of the first series.
Popularity led to Clare’s
work being adapted into a
film and then a hit TV series
(Shadowhunters) on Netflix.

Wigglesbottom
Primary - Written by
Pamela Butchart and
illustrated by Becka
Moor

“Anything can happen at
Wigglesbottom Primary and
it always does.”
Whether it’s a ghost in the
toilet, sharks in the pool or
the possibility of a dinosaur
bursting from an egg right in
the middle of the classroom,
there’s always an adventure
to be had at Wigglesbottom
Primary. Published by Nosy
Crow and perfect for early
middle grade readers, this
fantastic series immediately
tickles the imagination and
often results in fits of giggles
and bursts of laughter as the
adventures and mishaps of
Class 2R unfold.
Written by Blue Peter awardwinning author Pamela
Butchart, and illustrated by
the equally brilliant Becka
Moor, the Wigglesbottom
Primary series is bright,
vibrant and fantastically
written. Each book contains
three short stories, making
them perfect to share in
classrooms at the end of the
school day or as a bedtime
story in the evening. Whether
it’s Butchart’s experience
as a school teacher, or her
laugh-out-loud writing style,
the Wigglesbottom Primary
stories represent classroom
adventures perfectly, making
them relatable to both
children and parents alike.

The Spinster Club
Series
Comprising Am I Normal
Yet?, How Hard Can Love
Be? and What’s a Girl Gotta
Do? this contemporary
feminist series by Holly
Bourne is an essential
read for all. Published by
Usborne in 2015 and 2016,
the series follows friends
Evie, Amber and Lottie as
they navigate college, boys,
love and sexism. Switching
perspectives of the three
girls between books allows
you to connect with and
understand each character.
This series will have you
laughing and crying, but
most importantly relating
thoroughly to the characters.
Dealing with topics such
as OCD and mental health
and doing so in an authentic
and teenage way shows how
talented Bourne is as an
author.
We’ve barely scraped the
surface in terms of the books
and series we love - we could
go on forever! And with so
many amazing new books
being released daily, our
TBR is just going to continue
growing…

A firm favourite in my house,
we can’t wait for each new
adventure to be released!
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The Life Cycle of a Book in
Production: Part 1
by giulia caparrelli and juliette tulloch

“If editorial is the heart of
publishing, production is the
lungs,” said Ebury’s Head
of Production Catherine
Ngwong. Production is the
engine that transforms an
initial manuscript into a
product ready to get into the
hands of readers around the
world. But what exactly does
production do and how can
a stack of papers become a
beautiful book? Let’s begin
the journey of a book from
author to reader, with a
focus on production-related
activities. Part 2 will follow in
the next issue!

1. AUTHOR
MANUSCRIPT
To the author, this will feel
like the end goal and a
moment to celebrate; after
months, years maybe, the
manuscript is ready. To the
publisher, this is only the very
first step in a long process
that will bring the book to life
and which will usually take
at least one year. Production
will be first involved in
the process to provide an
initial quote for the costs of
printing and binding based
on a rough specification that
includes trimmed page size,
extent, use of colour, binding
style and print run.

Option Clause
This is a clause in a
publishing agreement that
gives the publisher the right
to consider acquiring the
author’s next book before
other publishers can do so.

TPS
The trimmed page size (TPS)
of a book refers to its format
(height and width), which
can be either portrait or
landscape. UK publishers
tend to measure this in
millimetres, whereas the US
uses inches.

Extent
The extent is the total
number of pages. This
needs to be an even number
because books are made
from folded sheets of paper,
which have two sides. Most
commonly, the extent is
calculated in multiples of 4,
8, 16 or 32 pages.

Print Run
This is the number of copies
of a book printed at a given
time. The initial print run
refers to the number of
copies produced for a title’s
first release. If there are
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extra copies that need to be
ordered, these are referred
to as “run-on”.

2. PRE-PRESS
The pre-press phase includes
all the activities that a
publisher needs to complete
to ensure the manuscript
is ready to go to press.
These include copy-editing,
typesetting, design and
proofing. All these activities
require daily collaboration
between the editorial,
production and marketing/
publicity teams. Given the
high costs of printing, this
phase is critical and mistakes
need to be spotted early
on. Proofs are constantly
revised until the author
and publisher are satisfied.
During this stage, production
is also responsible for
sending purchase orders to
the printer and binder.

Purchase Order
A main responsibility of
the production team is to
prepare the purchase order
to be sent to both the printer
and the binder based on the
initial book specification and
request for an estimate. The
purchase order serves as a
binding contract between
publisher and suppliers.

3. PRINTING
Once the pre-press activities
have been completed, a
PDF is sent to the printer.
There are two main printing
methods: traditional offset
lithography and digital
printing. In lithography,
images are transferred from a
printing plate to the paper in
groups of 4, 8 or 16, whereas
in digital printing, images are
printed one by one. Digital

is most commonly used for
print on demand (POD) and
short print runs.

POD
When a book may not be
reaching its sales targets,
it will instead be printed on
demand, ultimately printing
the book in small batches, or
when someone has ordered
it. This can sometimes be
more expensive and the book
itself will be of a lower quality
than normal.

Running Sheet
Often confused as proofs
when they arrive, they are a
set of folded, gathered and
trimmed sections, before
the binding has taken place.
This is the stage where it is
usually too late to be making
corrections but it is cheaper
to do it here than when the
book is fully bound.

Underrun
This is a finished order that
contains fewer books than
requested. This may be the
result of printer errors or
excessive spoilage (planned
paper waste) during the
printing.

Plotters
This can be a blank copy of
a book with solely the front
and back cover printed on it,
so you can create marketing
material before receiving the
completed manuscript or a
low quality proof.

Tip-ins
There is a growing demand
from collectors of authorsigned editions, and this
is that tip-ins enter the
production process. The
author will write their
signature on a blank page
(the tip-in), which will then
be added to the production
run of the book later.

Typesetting
The preparation of the text
for composition is achieved
by marking up elements such
as headings and subheadings
to give it structure. This
process is necessary for the
designer to know how each
element should be positioned
and designed.

Images: Robyn of Prod Squad
Books

The Publishing Post | Issue 31 | 18

Classic Young Adult Novels
by megan powell , lucy carr , and michael calder

For today’s feature we
have decided to reveal
some of our favourite
classic novels that
fall into the YA (young
adult) category.
There were so many
beloved classics to
choose from and many
may surprise you as
being YA.
These novels follow many
remarkable characters
through coming-of-age
stories and are presented
through young narrators and/
or explore topical adolescent
concerns. They are also not
exclusive to their targeted
audience, as their popularity
is prevalent amongst adult
audiences too. YA novels
remain loved throughout the
ages and for by ages.

The Catcher in the
Rye by J.D Salinger
The Catcher in the Rye
follows Holden Caulfield, a
sixteen-year-old who returns
home to New York City after
being expelled from school.
Holden has repeatedly
failed his classes, forcing
him to leave school. But,
unable to tell his parents
of the expulsion, he rents a

hotel room until Christmas
break. Alone and alienated,
the character’s need for
interaction grows, leading
him to nightclubs and then
back to the hotel where a
prostitute called Sunny visits.
However, Holden only wants
a conversation, earning him
a punch to the stomach. His
angst increases as does his
need for connection, so he
invites Sally, an ex-girlfriend,
to spend the day with him,
where they part in anger after
Holden impulsively asks Sally
to run away with him. Holden
meets more friends, who he
also upsets, and eventually
returns to his family home.
Through his time in New
York, the character reveals
he wants to be the “catcher
in the rye,” and save children
from adulthood.
Sainger’s classic remains a
popular YA novel – not just
through being included on
school curriculums, but also
thanks to the relatability
of the themes explored.
The Catcher in the Rye was
not always considered a
young adult book, as the
book was originally written
for an adult audience.
However, the reception from
adolescents has caused
the novel to fall into the
YA category. Published in
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1951, its popularity soared,
establishing Salinger as the
cause of changing literature
post-World War II. The novel
still sells widely each year,
totalling over sixty-five
million sales.

The Outsiders by S.E
Hinton
The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton
is a seminal coming-ofage novel which explores
themes of identity, divided
communities, self-sacrifice
and brotherhood. Published
in 1967 when Hinton was
just eighteen, the novel
quickly became a widely
regarded classic, laying the
groundwork for the YA genre.
The story takes place in
Tulsa, Oklahoma, Hinton’s
hometown. It follows two
weeks in the life of fourteenyear-old Ponyboy Curtis,
who narrates the novel,
and his two older brothers
Soda and Darry. The boys
are “Greasers,” a class term
referring to young men who
live on the poorer side of
the town, known as East
Side. The Greasers have a
rival gang named the Socs,
made up of the rich kids who
live on the West Side. When
a fight involving Ponyboy

results in the death of a Soc,
Ponyboy and his friends are
forced to go on the run.

the struggle against maturity
in favour of childhood
fantasy.

The novel is a story of
brotherhood, love, hate and
friendship all intertwined. It
explores dynamics of social
and class conflict, loyalty
and friendship, and violence
and loss, whilst painting a
vivid picture of what it’s like
to lose childhood innocence.
If you’re a fan of YA literature
or classics, it’s definitely
worth adding The Outsiders
to your TBR (to be read) list.

In the fictitious town of St.
Petersburg, the exuberant
Tom Sawyer shows tact,
ingenuity and charm, turning
punishment into success
and capturing the heart of
Becky Thatcher. However,
at only twelve, reality and
immaturity soon thwart the
spirited protagonist. The
harsh truths of looming
adulthood haunt Sawyer
and his friend, Huckleberry
Finn, culminating when
the search for a wart cure
deteriorates into murderous
chaos. Swearing each other
into oaths of silence, the
boys retreat from the world
into infantile imagination, but
cannot escape expectation.
The novel becomes a
depiction of the universal
battle between youthful
ignorance and savage reality,
enthralling any reader with
the truly relatable growth of
Tom Sawyer.

The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer by Mark
Twain
Credited as a classic of 19th
century American literature,
Mark Twain’s pioneering
novel, The Adventures
of Tom Sawyer (1876),
narrates the antics of the
eponymous youth and claims
notoriety as an originator of
an independent American
literature. Exploring themes
of social injustice, moral
righteousness and the
limitations of freedom, Twain
alludes to the fractured
identity of 19 th century
America through setting and
social division. While these
themes define the novel as
a paragon of early American
literature, the central
struggle of Tom Sawyer’s
character arc will be familiar
to any young adult reader –
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Indie Insider Newsletter: An
Interview with Sophie Bennett
Tell us about the
newsletter?

By K ayley Stanbridge
This issue we speak to
Sophie Bennett who works on
the Indie Insider newsletter.
With the oversaturation of
media online, it can often be
hard for smaller presses to
get the word out about their
books as effectively as larger
publishing houses, who have
bigger budgets for marketing
and a larger following overall.
The newsletter was originally
founded by Elise Middleton
and Grace Robinson and
is now managed by Sophie
and her colleagues. It aims
to help tackle this issue and
bring more attention to some
of the amazing titles that
independent publishers have
coming out.

“The Indie Insider is a
monthly newsletter featuring
reviews, spotlights on
independent publishers and
bookshops and exciting news
about all things independent
publishing. We love the
work being done by smaller
presses and imprints and
want to highlight some of the
fantastic titles that might not
be getting enough attention
in the mainstream media.”

What inspired you
to work on the
newsletter?
“During the pandemic,
I wrote an article for a
university newspaper on
independent businesses
to support as lockdown
restrictions began to ease. I
have always tried to support
independent bookshops and
publishers, so it felt right to
include a local independent
bookshop. During my
research, I came across the
Indie Insider and loved the
work that the previous team
were doing.”
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How long have you
been working on it,
when did it launch?
“The newsletter launched
in August 2020. Constance
Lam, Lauren Steele, Harriet
Thornely, Ashley Eyvanaki
and I released our first
issue celebrating Women in
Translation this August.”

Have you faced many
challenges during this
process, how have
you overcome these
challenges?
“The team and I really
wanted to produce the
newsletter and our social
media posts in a style and
manner which were in
keeping with the previous
team’s work, whilst also
introducing our own style
and ideas. I think we have
managed this well. Our
Social Media Manager,
Ashley Eyvanaki, has created
some fantastic graphics
and content which are in
line with the overall image
of the Indie Insider, whilst
also reflecting that we have
moved into a new phase.
Our Editors; Constance Lam,

Lauren Steele and Harriet
Thornely, have also risen to
the challenge when writing
reviews and spotlights. We
have already introduced a
new section in the newsletter
and have a few more
elements that we want to add
in the coming months.”

What skills have you
developed during this
process?

can reach as many people
as possible. We also want
to increase our engagement
with our followers and news
about how we intend to
do this will be released on
our socials in the coming
months.”

Do you want to work
in the publishing
industry? What would
your ideal role be?

“Personally, I have developed
my proofreading, copy
editing, Canva, reviewing
and communication and
organisational skills.”

“I would love to work as an
Editorial Assistant.”

Which blogs/
magazines/
newsletters/creators/
podcasts inspire you?

“I have been an avid reader
since I was a child and the
prospect of having a career
in publishing books would
be a childhood dream come
true. I will never grow tired
of reading and engaging
with people’s stories.
Experiencing the journey of
a book through the editorial
process appeals not only to
my love for stories but also to
my detail-oriented nature.”

“I love The Indie List, created
by our very own Lauren
Steele. I have also been
inspired by Parthian Books’
Talking Translations blog this
August as it really explores
the role of the translator
in translated literature.
Finally, Bad Form has to be
mentioned - I would highly
recommend subscribing to
their newsletter.”

What goals do you
have that you want to
achieve in the next
months/years with the
Indie Insider?
“We want to increase
our audience so that
independent books and news

Why do you want to
work in publishing?

What appeals to you
about this industry?
“I love that the industry
is so varied. New books,
stories and characters are
constantly being created.
The publishing industry
also appeals to me due to
its collaborative working
style. I am excited about the
prospect of working with
authors, editors, sales teams,
marketing teams and the

many others who bring books
to our bookshelves. It is an
added bonus that everyone
will have a love of books
in common.”
Check out the Indie Insider
using the following socials:
Instagram: theindieinsider_
Twitter: @_indie_insider
Thank you to Sophie, for
participating in this interview
for this issue and telling us
more about the Indie Insider!
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Job Opportunities
By Jennifer Hill , L eah Bird,
A imee Whittle

and processing requests of
gratis copies of Sales copies
and order forms.

Sales Support
Coordinator, Taylor
and Francis

You need to have experience
of working in sales, be
proficient in Microsoft
Office and have knowledge
of the Academic or Book
Trade. You will also be
positive, flexible, be able to
take on a varied workload
and have an interest in
learning new software.
You must be an excellent
communicator, be able to
build relationships, have
excellent time management
and organisational skills and
be good at problem solving.

Closing Date: 16 August,
5pm
Salary: £23,000
Location: Abingdon (Remote
work available)
Taylor and Francis are
searching for a Sales Support
Coordinator!
The ideal candidate will
be supporting the UK &
European Sales Support
Manager, the Head of UK
Sales, the European Sales
Manager and the UK &
European Sales Director
with a wide range of tasks.
Tasks include running
analysis and collating
reports, preparing sales kits,
organising and attending
book fairs and producing
flyers and information
sheets.
You will also be creating
and maintaining systems,
sending monthly updates,
booking meeting rooms,
organising accommodation

Apply now.

Agents’ Assistant,
A. M. Heath Literary
Agents
Closing Date: 22 September,
5pm
Salary: £25,000
Location: London
Renowned London literary
agency, A. M. Heath, is
looking for an enthusiastic,
hard-working and organised
person to support three
agents in their representation
of authors and estates.
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Your responsibilities
will include reading and
reporting on submissions,
producing editorial notes on
manuscripts and providing
full administrative support.
You will also be responsible
for database and schedule
management, author care
and diary management.
The ideal candidate will
be organised, resourceful,
intuitive and have a great
editorial eye. You will
have strong writing and
communication skills, a keen
interest in books and read a
wide range of genres.
For more information,
click here.

Marketing and
Communications
Officer, The Literary
Consultancy
Closing Date: 20 September,
9am
Salary: £28,000 - £32,000
per annum pro-rata
Location: London (Position
fully remote)
The Literary Consultancy
(TLC) are looking for an
experienced marketing and
communications professional
to work with them part-time.

You will be will developing
and delivering a marketing
and communications strategy
for TLC as it moves into a
new funding period, working
closely with the Director
and Writing Services team.
You will work to amplify
TLC’s visibility in the writing
community and beyond, and
think about how TLC can
grow their audiences to reach
an even greater number of
writers through their services
and programming.
You will have the opportunity
to create content across
digital assets, liaise with
TLC’s public relations
partners, create and
distribute monthly email
letters and much more.
The ideal candidate will have
demonstrable marketing
experience in an arts
environment; experience
of devising strategy as well
as working on marketing
and publicity campaigns for
authors or literary products
or services; excellent verbal
and written communication
skills, including digital
content creation to spec and
to deadlines; and a high level
of competence with analysis,
evaluation and reporting.
For more information and to
apply, click here.

Traineeships/
Internships

The Early Careers
Programme,
HarperCollins

The Traineeship,
HarperCollins
Closing Date: 27 September,
5pm
Salary: £24,250
Location: London (Flexible
work and locations available)
Looking for your first or next
step in publishing?
The Traineeship is now open!
The programme includes
two spots for those from
underrepresented ethnic
backgrounds to begin in
January 2022 and will get
to spend twelve months in
some of the main areas of
publishing such as Editorial,
Marketing, Publicity, Sales,
Design, Digital and Audio,
swapping on a rotational
basis.
You’ll get to learn everything
about HarperCollins, gain an
insight into the publishing
world and meet others
who work in the publishing
industry. You’ll also receive
mentoring and coaching,
work on projects and your
career development, train on
the job and more.
You don’t need to have a
degree or any publishing
experience to apply, all you
need is a passion for books.
For more information on the
traineeship, click here.

Closing Date: 27 September,
5pm
Salary: £24,250
Location: London (Flexible
work and locations available)
The Early Careers
Programme is now open for
applicants!
If you’re looking to start a
career in publishing then this
programme is perfect for
you. The programme includes
two spots for trainees to
start in January 2022 and
will spend twelve months in
some of the main areas of
publishing such as Editorial,
Marketing, Publicity, Sales,
Design, Digital and Audio,
swapping on a rotational
basis.
You’ll get to learn everything
about HarperCollins, gain an
insight into the publishing
world and meet others
who work in the publishing
industry. You’ll also receive
mentoring and coaching,
work on projects and your
career development, train on
the job and more.
You don’t need to have a
degree or any publishing
experience to apply, all you
need is a passion for books.
For more information on the
programme, click here.
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Indie Spotlight: Peirene Press
By Millie K iel , Mara R adut and
Megan C ooke

“A good book should
change the world for
the better beyond
the last page”
Meike Ziervogel,
Publisher, Peirene
Press

Peirene: a spring located in
Corinth, sacred to the Muses
and the watering hole of
Pegasus, where poets once
travelled to drink the waters
and receive inspiration.
It is also the name of a
boutique publishing house
based in London, who
specialise in high-quality first
translations of contemporary
European novellas. Peirene
tell stories which span the
continent and which aim
to inform and entertain
readers, perhaps delivering
that same inspiration as the
mythological spring once
did. Shifting the focus from
one part of the world to
many others, Peirene aims
to deliver big stories in small
packages.
Publishing only books of
around 200 pages or fewer,
a Peirene book has one key
USP: it can be read in about
the same time as it takes to
watch a film. At a point in
history when our attention
spans are being pulled this
way and the next by the
temptations put forward by
the likes of Netflix, Amazon
Prime and social media, this

commissioning literature
that can’t be found in the
mainstream market.” For
example, their catalogue
ilustrates a vast literary
atlas, with translations of
books from countries such
as Uzbekistan, Iceland,
Lithuania, Georgia and
many others.

Alongside the ambition to
deliver beautifully written
and presented novellas from
across Europe, the ethos that
Peirene embody most wholly
is a keen sense of social
justice and the power of
books to make a difference.
is crucial to encouraging a
more engaged love of the
written word in readers.

affordable, but they are
beautiful – an item to read
and to treasure.

Not only is this a great thing
for encouraging people to
pick up a book rather than
switch on the next episode of
whichever series is currently
hot, but it’s also a great
way to introduce readers
to a wide range of stories
and places around Europe.
The books are published
in a series of three per
year, which are united by
theme or style and which
are published in exquisite
paperback editions on
sustainably sourced British
paper. In other words,
Peirene books are not only

Peirene Press is very much
an interactive publisher.
Every year, prior to the
publications ending up in
bookshops, the three books
are sent to subscribers who
get to explore a specific
theme or a motif through
multiple perspectives. The
subscribers of Peirene are
vital to the press, being
credited as the reason
why the publisher
is able to “take
risks and make
bold choices,
translating
and
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The publishers have
supported several charities
over the years, donating
50p from the sale of each
book to organisations like
the Counterpoint Arts to
Women for Refugee Women.
The core value running
through both Peirene and
the charities they support
is a firm belief in the power
of the arts and literature
to improve and build
lives. As a collaborator
in the Borderless Book
Club, an online event
series dedicated
to translated
literature,
Peirene seeks
to remove
the

concept of borders, as
literature is one of the few
existing elements that
connects people worldwide
and shows us how similar we
truly are.
In 2017 they collaborated
with Basmeh & Zeitooneh, a
non-government organisation
registered in Lebanon,
to hold a creative writing
workshop for nine refugees in
Beirut living in Shatila Camp.
Collectively they produced
Shatila Stories, which has
been described by Khaled
Hosseini, author of The Kite
Runner, as a “remarkable
novel [which] isn’t about the
refugee voice; it is born from
it and told through it. On
every page, the glint of hope
for dignity and a better life is
heartbreakingly alive.”
“I want to hear their stories
and see if their imaginations
can open up a new path
of understanding between
us. Collaborative works of
literature can achieve what
no other literature can do,”
stated Meike Ziervogel. “By
pooling our imaginations, we
are able to access something
totally different and new that
goes beyond boundaries
– that of the individual,
of nations, of cultures. It
connects us to our common
human essence: our
creativity. Let’s make stories,
not more war.”

founded
in 2015
to deliver
the urgent,
contemporary fiction that
the world needed to read
but which hasn’t yet been
written. The previous two
novels published through
“Peirene Now!” were breach
by Olumide Popoola and
Annie Holmes in 2016,
and Anthony Cartwright’s
The Cut, which considers a
fictional possibility following
the complex reality of Brexit.
We cannot wait to see what
Peirene Press will bring to
the table next and what
good they will do for both
the publishing scene and the
world.

Shatila Stories was longlisted
for the EBRD Literature Prize
in 2019.
This was the third iteration
of Peirene’s latest project,
“Peirene Now!”, which was
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Campaign Spotlight:
Beautiful World, Where
Are You
By Georgia Rees and Caitlin
Davies

If you are on any form of
social media, it is almost
impossible to ignore the
cult-like status afforded to
best-selling Irish writer Sally
Rooney, author of Normal
People and Conversations
With Friends. Rooney’s
third novel, Beautiful World,
Where Are You (BWWAY ),
was released by Faber Books
on 7 September, immediately
entering into a world of
expectation and hype.
The UK publisher Faber
Books, and the house
publishing the novel in the
US, Farrar, Straus & Giroux,
both began posting about
the upcoming release of
BWWAY months ahead of
publication, riding the wave
of the hype surrounding the
BBC adaptation of Rooney’s
second novel, Normal
People. Waterstones stores
across the country displayed
posters of the new release
alongside Rooney’s other
offerings and some even
hosted a Sally Rooney Book
Club. Marketing BWWAY
alongside Rooney’s other

bestselling works is an
inspired way to draw in fans
of both Normal People and
Conversations with Friends,
as well as encouraging
potential new readers to
“try before you buy” by
picking up one of Rooney’s
already published successes.
Evidence of this marketing
strategy even extends to
the cover of BWWAY, which
acknowledges its connection
to Normal People.
With the story of Marianne
and Connell still at
the forefront of public
imagination, a cornerstone
of the marketing strategy
was to saturate the online
space with news and teasers
of the hotly anticipated third
novel. Influencer promotion
was a key part of the online
strategy to draw attention
to a book that EVERYONE
would be talking about come
publication. Two genius
bits of marketing that were
included in the promotional
boxes sent to influencers
were a cotton tote and an
iconic yellow bucket hat
emblazoned with the title
of the book. These items
were clearly aimed at a key
demographic of Rooney’s
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readership – the socially
conscious millennial. Aside
from making excellent
photo props, these literary
accessories are on trend and
functional, providing hasslefree marketing both presently
in the streets and well after
publication.

BWWAY is clearly being
marketed as an Instagramworthy must-have accessory
that will stand out in
anyone’s hands and on
anyone’s shelf. A quick
search of the hashtag
#BWWAY yields hundreds of
images of beautiful exclusive

editions for Waterstones
and indie bookstores, as
well as the rainbow of pastel
proofs sent out by Faber. An
article published by political
and cultural magazine New
Statesman ponders whether
Sally Rooney books have
become the new status
symbol. There is certainly
evidence that the marketing
strategy around Beautiful
World, Where Are You
achieves this.
As the exclusive indie
cover indicates, this is a
campaign not only interested
in promoting BWWAY,
but also UK independent
booksellers. Faber Books
prides itself on ‘“publishing
independently since 1929”
and this is evident in its
marketing of BWWAY.
After a difficult eighteen
months of shop closures,
independent bookshops
have navigated and adapted
to COVID-19 restrictions,
finding alternative ways to
reach book lovers. Some
have introduced click and
collect services and are
working in partnership with
alternative online storefronts
such as Hive and Bookshop.
org, which share a portion
of profits directly with
booksellers.

to Harry Potter mania, this
was an unprecedented
release day. In addition to a
copy of BWWAY, shoppers
were promised exclusive
merchandise, which had
already been creating
a buzz on social media.
From Edinburgh to Devon,
booksellers prepared to
open their doors for this
noteworthy publication day.
Readers unable to access
one of the twenty stores
were still encouraged to
pre-order from independent
booksellers, not only for
the chance to acquire a
special edition copy, but
also to continue the renewed
momentum of supporting
indie bookshops. Additional
pop-up events of calligraphy
workshops, candle making
and BWWAY book clubs were
also announced (though
the price of these activities
raised questions).

Red Lion Books in
Colchester, Essex, was one
of the twenty bookstores
offering an early morning
opening. An Instagram post
promoting their event offered
a sneak preview of some of
the incentives for book lovers
keen to get a copy. A goodie
bag would be available, along
with exclusive merchandise
such as t-shirts and pin
badges. Given the time of
the event, breakfast pastries
would also be available at
the store. The post also
highlighted illustrations by
Manshen Lo, illustrator of the
endpapers in the hardback
copies of BWWAY. There
was evident cohesion in
the Instagram marketing,
with posts coordinating the
pastel colours from the ARCs
(advanced reader copies)
and hardback covers that
have been used to promote
the book since the cover was
revealed back in April 2021.
Whilst the campaign aims to
highlight each bookshop, the
similar visual style of each
bookshop’s promotional
post unifies the campaign
and establishes early
morning opening as one
exciting event.

On 24 August 2021, two
weeks ahead of the book’s
release, Faber announced
that twenty independent
bookshops across the
UK would be opening
their doors early for Sally
Rooney fans to grab a copy
of her latest novel. With
The Guardian likening the
early bookshop openings
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Representation of
LGBTQ+ Families in
Children’s Literature
By Becca Binnie
Modern Britain is home
to an increasingly diverse
array of family structures.
Many school children in the
UK have parents, family
members and friends who
are part of the LGBTQ+
community. Representation
of all forms of family,
including LGBTQ+, in
literature, will aid the effort
to teach children that their
families and friends are as
accepted and valued as
everyone else’s.
There are many wonderful
children’s books that
embrace and celebrate
LGBTQ+ families. The
following are just a handful
of the widely recommended
LGBTQ+ books intended for
primary school children.
Me, My Dad and the
End of the Rainbow by
author Benjamin Dean
and illustrator Sandhya
Prabhat. This book targets
an audience of children
aged eight-years-old and
older. The story sees Archie
Albright learn to embrace the
changing nature of his family.

After his parents are at odds
with each other, he learns
that his father is gay. Archie
goes on a journey to explore
love, friendship and family
dynamics.

in California. The story is
beautifully illustrated, as well
as incredibly informative.
Although this novel is not
strictly about families, it is
an educational story told
in a child-friendly way that
promotes the notion that
LGTBQ+ families should be
celebrated and treated with
respect, just like traditional
family dynamics.
Sarah Hagger-Holt’s Proud
of Me is perfect for children
between the ages of nine
and twelve-years-old. The
book follows a set of twins
with two mums and a donor
dad. They both go on a
journey of self-discovery and
acceptance, learning to open
up to those closest to them.
Pride: The Story of Harvey
Milk and the Rainbow Flag
written by Rob Sanders
and illustrated by Steven
Salerno is recommended
for children five to eightyears-old. The work is a
moving and empowering
true story about the first
openly gay elected official

All You Need Is Love:
Celebrating Families of
All Shapes and Sizes
written by Shanni Collins is
recommended for children
between three and eightyears-old. The novel
promotes diversity, with each
page dedicated to a different
family type.
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Sarah Savage’s She’s My
Dad!, with illustrations
by Joules Garcia, is
recommended for children
between the ages of three
and seven-years-old. Sixyear-old Mini tells the story
of her family, made up of her
and her transgender dad. It
is a heart-warming, inclusive
story working to normalise
transgender parents. The
story is written in a way that
allows children to relate or
connect to characters, whilst
also learning about nontraditional family structures.
It is important children have
access to LGBTQ+ inclusive
literature, like the books
above, at home as well as in
school. However, in a school
environment, children are
meeting an array of other
children with different
backgrounds and families.
It is vital that children see
themselves represented in
the books displayed around
school, but also that children
are exposed to a great
number of different family
structures. This allows them
to learn about the diverse
reality of modern society.

I have focused on the
representation of LGBTQ+
families in children’s
literature because,
traditionally, sex education
in the UK has been centred
around heterosexual
relationships. Recently the
UK government changed
the specifications regarding
the teaching of sex and
relationships education.
Now schools are encouraged
to include a wider scope
of family dynamics in the
umbrella of relationships and
sex education.
The UK government updated
the statutory guidance for
primary-level relationships
education in 2020. It states
that by the end of primary
school, children should
know that stable, caring
relationships are at the
heart of a family and may
come in different forms.
The goal is to teach children
about family structures,
placing no stigmatisation
on differences. Matters of
family should be discussed
sensitively with the pupils
in mind, lessons should
promote equality and
respect towards all
positive relationships in
every child’s life.
LGBTQ+ rights organisation
Stonewall celebrated the
step towards inclusivity
and discussed how many
schools already teach
LGBTQ+ inclusive sex and
relationships education
lessons. With the updated
government guidance,
schools are encouraged to
talk more about LGBTQ+
relationships. Whilst

discussing the positive
changes to the school
curriculum, Stonewall
released a helpful,
child-friendly book
recommendation list. It is
highly informative and can be
found on their website.

‘We believe that
children deserve to
learn about a world
which reflects the
one in which they
are growing up.’ Stonewall 2019
Literature is an important
part of the education system,
especially in primary schools.
Many schools still have
structures in place to ensure
children read at least three
times a week. Inclusive and
diverse books, made easily
accessible within school,
libraries aid children’s ability
to learn and see themselves
in the fun fiction or nonfiction that they are reading.
With a more LGBTQ+
inclusive curriculum, children
can relate, empathise and
understand the importance
and necessity of difference
in order to see how everyone
deserves a loving family,
even if it is unlike their
familiarity.
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Upcoming Publishing Events
By Michaela O’Callaghan,
Sabeehah Saleq , Erin Evett and
Rosie Burgoyne

An Evening with
Malorie Blackman

Opening the Book:
Working in Rights

Twenty years after
the publication of the
groundbreaking novel
Noughts and Crosses, get
ready for the release of the
final book in the series,
Endgame. Join renowned
author Malorie Blackman
to celebrate the release of
the final instalment of the
series that has gripped its
readers for decades. Don’t
miss out on your chance to
hear Malorie discuss her
experience of writing the
series and to put forward
your own questions! Get
tickets here.

21 September, 5:30 p.m.
This free online event is part
of Hachette’s Opening the
Book series, which aims to
demystify the publishing
industry and make the
industry more transparent
for underrepresented groups.
Each event has covered a
different department within
publishing, with this event
focusing on rights. You
will hear from a group of
panellists who will discuss
their experiences in entrylevel, mid-level and head
of department roles. The
discussion will cover the
day-to-day tasks that the
rights department work on,
as well as the kind of skills
that will help you to enter the
industry. This is a brilliant
opportunity to get to know
the industry better and
understand how you can get
your career started. Register
for free here.

16 September, 7:00 p.m.

Morocco Bound Book
Club September: The
Days of Abandonment
by Elena Ferrante
22 September, 9:00 p.m.
London, SE1 3HB
If you love translated fiction
and the brilliant Elena
Ferrante, you will absolutely
love this event. Every
month, the Morocco Bound
Bookshop meets to discuss
a different novel, and their
September read is The Days
of Abandonment. This novel
captured the public of Italy,
where it was first published
and has gone on to be
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translated in the UK, where it
has had the same capturing
effect on the British public.
If you have read Ferrante’s
latest masterpiece, why not
go along and discuss her
novel with fellow bookworms?
For more information and
ticket prices, click here.

The Literary Festival
Lowdown
Bath Literary Festival
June–November
Throughout the second
half of September, Topping
& Company Booksellers
are continuing to provide
fantastic events with a range
of authors. Within the two
weeks, they are focusing
on non-fiction works. So,
if you are looking to learn
about something other
than trade fiction, this is
the perfect opportunity!
Events include an evening
with Cat Jarman who will be
discussing her new historical
book, River Kings, which
reassesses the history of
the Vikings. Or if fashion is
more up your street, don’t
miss out on the former
editor of Vogue, Alexandra
Shulman, discussing Clothes
& Other Things That Matter,
her memoir, commentary
on society and history of
fashion. If you fancy yourself
a chef, Rick Stein is hosting
an evening where he will

To get booked on to any of
the above events or to view
the full festival programme,
visit the Wigtown Book
Festival website here.
be sharing his latest recipe
book, full of his favourite
home-cooking recipes. There
is also an evening with the
bestselling Otegha Uwagba,
who will be talking about her
new book, We Need to Talk
About Money, a memoir that
looks at the culture around
money and what it can tell
us. Finally, for those who
would rather take a morning
stroll, a Jane Austen Walk
is being held where you can
discover more about Austen’s
relationship with the city of
Bath and how it influenced
her novels. For more
information and ticket prices,
click here.

Wigtown Book Festival
22 September–4 October
This year’s Wigtown Book
Festival will consist of a
mixture of in-person and
virtual events, from poetry
and theatre to author talks
and panels.
Our top picks from this year’s
line-up include:

23 September – Justin A
Reynolds Forever Ends on
Friday (Online Event)
24 September – Festival
Fireworks and Pipe Band,
Mercat Cross (Town Square)

The Times and
The Sunday Times
Cheltenham Literature
Festival
October

29 September – Paths to
Publication Event (The Print
Room)

Cheltenham’s unmissable
literary festival has also just
announced its line-up of
events taking place from the
8–17 October. To beat the
crowds and book your spot at
some of their brilliant events,
visit their website to view the
line-up here.

1 October – Helen Sedgwick:
Editing as the Creative
Process (Online Event)

DESIblitz Literature
Festival: Women of
Colour in Publishing

26 September – AK
Blakemore The Manningtree
Witches Event (County
Buildings)

28 September, 7:00–8:30
p.m.
This event, featuring a
panel of women of colour
publishing professionals
including Hanah Chukwu
and Farhana Shaikh, will
include discussions of
some of the vital issues the
publishing industry faces in
the wake of the findings of
the ‘Rethinking Diversity in
Publishing’ report released
last year. Book your free
place here via Eventbrite.
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The Gordon Burn Prize 2021
Shortlist
By A meenah K han, Emma Carey, Caitlin Evans

When Gordon Burn, author of
an eclectic variety of novels
and writing, passed away in
2009, a lasting impression
was left on modern British
literature. His consistent
attempts to expand his
genre repertoire were noted
by critics and fans alike, with
titles such as Somebody’s
Husband Somebody’s Son,
Fullalove, and Alma Cogan,
etched into the minds
of many.
In 2012, the Gordon Burn
Trust launched a new
literary prize named and
awarded in honour of the
late Gordon Burn. The prize
aims to reward literature that
follows in Burn’s impressive
footsteps of breaking
the boundaries of style
and genre with drive and
ambition to subvert reader
expectations with masterful
technique. As such, the prize
is open to nominations of
both fiction and non-fiction
works spanning a wide range
of subjects and cultural
themes.
As a demonstration of his
influence in the literary
community, the Gordon Burn
Prize runs as a partnership
between numerous literary
organisations such as the

GB Trust, New Writing
North, Faber & Faber, and
Durham Book Festival
(during which the winner is
typically announced). The
winner of the prize receives
£5,000 and the opportunity
to use Gordon Burn’s remote
cottage as a three-month
writing retreat.
Here is a look at the
shortlisted authors who are
in with the chance of winning
this prize for 2021.

Sea State – Tabitha
Lasley (4th Estate)
Sea State is former
journalist Tabitha Lasley’s
first published book. After
calling it quits as a magazine
journalist, the memoir follows
Lasley’s journey after moving
from London to Aberdeen
to research a book in the oil
rig industry and experience
life off-shore first-hand.
The memoir explores a life
far from the comforts of
home and the surrounding
temptation and desires
therein. Lasley receives
praise for her “fluidly written,
dramatic and insightful”
first book – one to add to
the wishlist.
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A Ghost in the
Throat – Doireann
Ní Ghríofa’s (Tramp
Press)
A Ghost in the Throat is a
creative portrayal of the
power of historical poetry.
This piece of autofiction
follows two stories
simultaneously. In the
1700s, upon discovering her
husband’s death, a woman
composes a poem soon to
be famous for centuries to
come. In the present day, a
young mother discovers the
work of art, developing an
obsession with its prose. This
is the story of two women
alive in different eras yet
bound to each other by a
piece of extraordinary poetry.

Mrs Death Misses
Death –Salena
Godden (Canongate
Press)
Mrs Death Misses Death is
activist Salena Godden’s
debut novel and tells the
story of two people whose
lives are about to change.
The unique story covers
the past life of Mrs Death
as her new acquaintance,
Wolf, emerges himself into
this new and unexpected
journey. Essentially, Godden

brings poetry, pose, life and
death together in one story.
Taking its readers through
a rollercoaster of emotions,
this novel is not like any that
you’ve read before. If you’re
eager to experience the
whirlwind of Mrs Deaths’ life,
then grab your copy of the
book now.

A Little Devil in
America – Hanif
Abdurraqib (Allen
Lane)
Abdurraqib’s collection
of essays speaks to
the performance and
engagement of Black
musicians and cultural
figures of recent modern
history. Raised in Ohio,
the lyrical essayist and
poet finds a way to analyse
American society and politics
through the lens and lives
of Black figures, including
his own personal history.
His examples span a range
of themes, time-periods

and mediations, including
switching from deep
statements on love and loss
to Beyonce’s half-time Super
Bowl set.

Luckenbooth – Jenni
Fagan (Windmill
Books)
Luckenbooth is Fagan’s third
novel in her award-winning
repertoire of prose and
poetry. The historical novel
is set across nine decades,
detailing the events that
unfold within the walls of 10
Luckenbooth Close, as the
outside world evolves and
twists beyond it. Beginning in
the early 20 th century, when
a dark curse is placed upon
the building by the devil’s
daughter, the rest of the
novel is equally harrowing
and disturbing. The book has
been said to paint the city of
Edinburgh at its darkest.

Come Join Our
Disease – Sam Byers
(Faber & Faber)
As a previous nominee for
the Costa First Novel Prize,
Byers promised great things
from his literature, and Come
Join Our Disease delivers.
This novel interweaves
moments of comedy with a
dark and serious backdrop
of radicalism and resistance.
The novel follows a homeless
woman who gets a new start
in a tech company, with
the catch that she must
post about her new start
productivity online. Through
the tasks of this new job,
she develops an astute
hatred for wellness and
productivity movements and
leads a group of outcasts in
resistance.
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Not to Be Overlooked

published. Concentration
levels were limited to a
thirty second TikTok and
consequently this year’s
Goodreads challenge is still
taking a hit from my inability
to read as much as I would
have liked to. Arguably, the
best cure for a book lover
who finds themself in a
reading slump is to delve into
some poetry, and Bilston was
the poet of choice.

By: Natalia A lvarez and Emily Simms

Not To Be Overlooked
introduces a variety of
wonderful but lesser-known
books to assist readers in
finding their next great reads.
This week’s column covers a
review of the novel, A Perfect
Cemetery by Federico Falco,
translated by Jennifer Croft
and the poetry collection,
Alexa, What Is There To Know
About Love by Brian Bilston.

A Perfect Cemetery
By Federico Falco,
Translated by Jennifer
Croft
Review by Natalia A lvarez
In this hauntingly imaginative
collection, readers are
introduced to five separate
short stories held together
solely by their location –
the Córdoba Mountains.
This backdrop is especially
significant to Argentinian
author Federico Falco who
uses the beauty of his native
land to build the world in
which each of A Perfect
Cemetery‘s stories take
place. Originally published
in 2016, A Perfect Cemetery
has now found a home
at Charco Press where it
has been translated into
English by Jennifer Croft and

published in April 2021. This
is Falco’s first novel to be
translated into English.
The novel opens with a story
titled ‘The Hares’ which
follows a man named Oscar
who has left society for
unknown reasons and is now
living with the hares as their
king. We see how he has
embraced his animalistic side
as well as the inner turmoil
he feels for his decisions. By
the end, readers are left to
make their own assumptions
about what will happen to
Oscar. The second story,
‘Silvi and Her Dark Knight’
introduces Silvi who has lost
her faith after witnessing the
death of a young boy. Upon
meeting and falling for a
different boy she notes their
strikingly similar eyes. Silvi
must come to terms with
her feelings about this new
boy as well as her stance on
religion. Next is the story ‘A
Perfect Cemetery’ where this
novel gets its name. Here
we see a man attempting to
create the most beautiful
and perfect resting place for
the citizens of his town even
though this is something
they are adamantly against.
In ‘Woodland Life’ an elderly
man whose home in the
woods has been taken away
because of construction.
To find a new home, he
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attempts to marry off his
daughter so long as the man
will house them both. The
final story titled ‘The River’
follows a recently widowed
woman who tends to her
late husband’s garden yet is
helpless when winter brings
snow, inevitably burying
the garden and leaving her
lonelier than ever.
Falco places his fictional
characters into a world
where we as readers are
made to contemplate how
much we are owed by nature
and the repercussions

when we do not appreciate
our environment. I would
recommend this collection
because it introduces unique
concepts and has been
translated in a way that
captivates the audience from
the very first page. I hope
we see more translations of
Falco’s work in the future.

Alexa, What Is There
To Know About Love?
by Brian Bilston
Review by Emily Simms
In the midst of the ongoing
pandemic or the beginning
of the gradual reopening of
society, Brian Bilston’s latest
collection of poems was

As a first time reader of
Bilston’s work I wasn’t sure
what to expect but was
familiar with him through
seeing him pop up on
my Twitter feed, as the
platform’s “unofficial Poet
Laureate”. Sometimes writers
successful on social media
can find themselves snubbed
by the ominous literary elite,
but Bilston seems to have
captured the affection of
book lovers and booksellers
alike. Although his “real
identity” is no longer a
mystery, his work remains
at the forefront of his image
rather than the man behind
the keyboard.

of Google’ and the titular
poem, ‘Alexa, What is There
to Know about Love?’ are
very much of our time, and
reflect just how ridiculous it
is that we search for answers
to such profound questions
through a search engine.
However, towards the latter
end of the collection, ‘She’d
Dance’ and ‘Gun Fight in the
Last Chance Saloon’ reflect
the sadness and joy of having
had a life shared with that
one person. With over fifty
poems in the collection,
Bilston is able to pack a wide
variety of themes and ideas
in, from his love of literature
in ‘Tsundoku’ to politics and
the art of language, and the
overarching sentiment of
love. It is the ideal collection
if you want to fit in a poem
before bed, or need a
little pick me up, or know
someone who needs a little
bit of laugh in this hectic
period of all our lives.

The opening poem, ‘The
Caveman’s Lament’, is a
sweet start to the collection,
highlighting that no
matter the age you live in,
unrequited love is timeless.
The combination of sincere
and comedic runs all the
way through the collection,
reflecting the essence
of modern or just simply
British romance. A lot of the
pieces like ‘Love in the Age
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From the Pages to the Screen: Our
Favourite Book Adaptations
By Lucy L illystone, Ellie Brady, K elly Stone, A my Wright, Sarah Lundy and A na Matute

With the recent
announcement of some of
our favourite books being
adapted for both TV and
film; from Dolly Alderton’s
Everything I Know About
Love to Candice CartyWilliams’ Queenie, we’ve
compiled a list of some of
our past favourite book-toscreen adaptations to get
everyone hyped.

in the desert while out
hunting and returns home
with the cash that was never
claimed. He goes on the
run, trailed by the money’s
rightful recipient and those
in his life suffer in the fall
out. McCarthy’s spare writing
style and ability to avoid
cliché translate beautifully
on-screen, making this a
book adaptation for the
history books.

Animals by Emma Jane
Unsworth
Animals by Emma Jane
Unsworth follows two best
friends living in Manchester.
Laura and Tyler love to drink,
party and ultimately avoid
adulthood and responsibility.
As they enter their early
thirties, the two must face a
reality check, and multiple
changes and challenges
begin to threaten their
chaotic friendship. Animals
was adapted into a film
in 2019 by Sophie Hyde,
where it is set in Dublin
rather than Manchester.
Starring Holliday Grainger,
the adaptation perfectly
captures the intimate bond
between the two friends.
Unsworth’s characterisation
is recognisable in the pair’s
hilarious chemistry, and we
witness the extreme highs

media to killing anyone
who stands in his way. The
television adaptation starring
Penn Badgely became hugely
popular once it landed on
Netflix in 2018 and the third
season is set to premiere
this Autumn. The book’s
sequels, Hidden Bodies and
You Love Me, feature new
characters and storylines
that also appear on the show.
Yet, the show diverges from
the source material in a way
that takes these characters
to new depths, and this
upcoming season is sure to
be full of unexpected twists
for book and show fans alike.

and the uncomfortable lows
of these deeply flawed yet
lovable, real characters.

No Country for Old
Men by Cormac
McCarthy
The Coen Brothers 2007
crime/thriller No Country
for Old Men is one of the
most critically acclaimed
book adaptations of all
time. Based on Cormac
McCarthy’s book of the same
name, the film changes
little of the original context,
tone and phrasing of the
novel itself. The premise of
McCarthy’s novel is simple:
Llewellyn Moss happens
upon a drug deal gone awry
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You by Caroline
Kepnes
Kepnes’ 2014 thriller
You follows narrator Joe
Goldberg’s obsession with
a woman who walks into
his bookstore. Joe will do
anything to win her over,
from stalking her social

Normal People by
Sally Rooney
With the adaptation of Sally
Rooney’s Conversations with
Friends in the works and with
the new release of Beautiful
World, Where Are You, it
seems fitting to talk about
the 2020 TV adaptation
of Rooney’s 2018 novel,
Normal People. Consisting

of twelve thirty-minutelong episodes starring
Paul Mescal and Daisy
Edgar-Jones, the plot of
the show is identical to
the novel, with both actors
perfectly bringing to life
the complexity of their
respective characters.
There’s an intimacy to
the cinematography that
mirrors the way the novel
sucks you in through
its narration, with the
ending also mirroring the
ambiguity of Rooney’s
final page. This adaptation
perfectly captures the
societal impediments of
true love, making viewers
cry, laugh and smile in
its simplicity. If you’re
looking for something
to binge while you wait
for Conversations with
Friends, look no further
than Normal People.

Little Women by Louisa
May Alcott
This beautiful novel is one
many people go back to again
and again. It’s a comfort
blanket that welcomes you
home each time. Greta
Gerwig’s 2019 adaptation
perfectly allows you to return
to this world in just two
glorious hours. It effortlessly
dives into the characters of
the March sisters that goes
beyond the 2D portrayals that
people occasionally project
onto them; Amy is more than
the whining little sister, Jo is
more than headstrong child.
Gerwig flawlessly shows each
sister’s own path in a gentle
and celebratory light. This is
truly the perfect book and film
to curl up with as the nights
start drawing in.

Oblivion: A Memoir by
Héctor Abad Faciolince
Knowing about Colombia’s
reality and history is quite
difficult since the years
keep passing like leaves in
Autumn. This memoir talks
about the life of Faciolince’s
father, Héctor Abad Gómez,
and how he helped to search
for solutions to the inequity
in healthcare in Colombia.
Reading this novel creates a
very strong sense of nostalgia
for other lives, lives that we
couldn’t live. This is what the
movie focused on, showing
how in the context all lives
were impacted by violent
situations related to an armed
conflict. It shows a life that, in
an extraordinary way, changed
political history.
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Upskilling for Communications
Roles
By A melia Bashford, Misha
Manani and Rowan Groat
Publishing is a very
competitive industry, which
means that securing your
first role can be challenging.
Gaining transferable skills
and a variety of experience
is important to aid your
professional development.
Communications roles
involve liaising with
organisations, the public
and the media. This is vital
to all aspects of the industry
because you will spend a lot
of time collaborating with
people. Here is some advice
on how to acquire the skills
and experience to succeed,
whether as a stepping stone
into your publishing career or
to help you acquire a role in
communications.

Jobs Outside of
Publishing
Customer-facing roles:
Whether in retail or
hospitality, every day
you are problem-solving,
communicating with people
and thinking on your feet.
This strengthens your ability
to communicate with people
from different backgrounds
and assist individuals
to achieve their desired
outcome.

Volunteer work: Employers’
love to see that you are
passionate about helping
others. If you have actively
worked for a volunteer
group, shown initiative
setting up events or used
persuasion techniques to
get people to donate, this
demonstrates useful skills for
a communications role.
School/College/University:
It’s great if you join societies
as a member, however
holding a position in the
committee can illustrate your
assertiveness and proactive
nature. Such experience
establishes leadership,
communication, organisation
and multitasking skills
because of the balance
between your academic
and extra-curricular
responsibilities. Try the
creative writing, media or
publishing society, if your
university has one. If not,
find a role in a society that
interests you. You could
even become the founder
of a new society!

Key Skills from Job
Descriptions for
Communications Roles
in Publishing
Remember, you don’t need
to be able to do everything
in the job description. If you
can do at least 60%, that’s
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great – there is a fine line
between having enough room
for you to grow and not being
competent for the job.

The Role of a
Communications
Assistant
Managing and inputting data
on BooksoniX and Excel
spreadsheets
Research for keywords to use
in book descriptions, images
and tags for search engine
optimisation to increase the
books discoverability online
Editing product pages,
including book descriptions,
author biographies and
reviews
Converting PDFs into JPEGs
using photoshop to upload
onto websites
Liaising with national and
international offices to
ensure data (price, title etc.)
is correct
Writing and editing content
for social media platforms
such as Instagram, LinkedIn
and Twitter, where attention
to detail is vital
Organisation is important
because you are working on
different lists and campaigns

Communications
Manager
Drafting and distributing
emails and newsletters to
keep staff up to date about
the company, whether its
initiatives, awards, news etc.
in a warm and engaging style
to reflect company culture
Writing and editing stories to
submit to media channels,
journalists and reviewers
Managing and liaising with
various teams, whilst leading
new projects
Proficient with
communication technologies
such as Microsoft Teams and
Zoom
You enjoy getting to know
people and building strong
relationships

Resources
LinkedIn Learning: A vast
selection of online courses
that vary in length and
often focus on developing
a particular skill. Why not
check out this course on
using Excel, or develop
your communication and
interpersonal skills because
you will be contacting
both internal and external
parties constantly. Check if
your university or employer
provides free access!

Content Strategy for Web and
Writing for the Web virtual
paid courses are great for
creating and writing effective
content for the book product
pages. For those looking
to progress in their career
and apply for managerial
roles, the Introduction to
Project Management and
Getting to Grips with People
Management can help you
learn how to succeed in a
position of responsibility.
Book-tubers: Eleanor Marie
Rose and Ain Chiara both
have incredibly informative
YouTube videos. Check out
this video by Eleanor which
covers the skills you need to
work in publishing, or this
Q&A by Ain.

Thanks for reading Upskilling
Tips for Communications
Roles. Join us again for Issue
32, where we will be sharing
upskilling tips for children’s
publishing.

Bonus Tip: Another way

to use LinkedIn is to search
for those in communications
roles in the UK publishing
industry. Get an idea of
their career journeys via
their employment and work
experience to see the stages
of progression. Analyse their
skills and any certifications/
courses they have completed
that you could do to upskill.
Don’t be afraid to connect
and send them a message!

The Publishing Training
Centre: Considering how
important digital skills are for
communications roles, the
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Illustration by Mia Kievy

LGBTQ+ Representation in
Science Fiction and Fantasy
By A isling O’Mahony

The genres of fantasy and
science fiction often deal
with issues of identity and
revolve around creating new
worlds that challenge the
conventions of our own. So,
they have always been wellplaced to explore LGBTQ+
themes and characters.
However, up until recent
decades this was not the
case. Like many other genres
of literature, for many years
science fiction and fantasy
books would only feature
heterosexual characters
or queer-coded characters
and these queer characters
that were often associated
with villainy. Later on,
queer characters began to
emerge more frequently but
were still often consigned
to a secondary character
role. Writers who wanted to
include queer characters
and themes in their books
often met resistance

from both publishers and
readers. Writers would be
encouraged to remove queer
elements from their work,
or their books would not be
published. For instance, the
first two books of the War
Against the Chtorr series,
A Matter for Men and A
Day for Damnation, were
edited to remove elements
of queer content in the early
1980s. The books were
later published again by a
different publisher with the
redacted content included.
The science fiction short
story The World Well Lost
by Theodore Sturgeon
published in 1953 features
three queer characters, two
of whom are alien. It is often
considered a milestone for
queer representation within
science fiction, though even
then the queer protagonist
is prevented from sharing
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his feelings. It wasn’t until
the New Wave of science
fiction in the 1960s, that
began around the time of the
gay liberation movement,
that queer themes began
to be more fully explored.
Kindred Spirits edited by
Jeffrey M. Elliot was one
of the first queer science
fiction anthologies, though it
wasn’t published until 1984.
The fantasy genre followed
a similar path. For instance,
The Chronicles of Tornor
series by Elizabeth A. Lynn
published in the late 1970s
and The Last Herald Mage
series by Mercedes Lackey
published in the late 1980s
are examples of some of
the first well-known fantasy
series’ to feature a queer
protagonist.

characters and themes in the
science fiction and fantasy
genres. In fact, there is now
an entire online database
dedicated to queer science
fiction and fantasy books.
The LAMBDA awards, which
strive to highlight LGBTQ+
authors and books, have
a category dedicated to
LGBTQ+ books in science
fiction, fantasy and horror
genres. Everyone on the
Moon is Essential Personnel
by Julian K. Jarboe was this
year’s winner.
Over the years, many authors
have utilised the tropes
of SFF genres to explore
a sense of otherness and
challenge homophobia.
However, there are also
several SFF authors who
have decided instead to
create literary worlds where
queerness is presented as
the norm. Some examples
of queer-normative societies
within SFF literature include
Swordspoint by Ellen
Kushner, or the Captive
Prince series by C. S. Pacat.
Similarly, queer characters,
once relegated to the role
of villains or secondary

characters, are finally
moving into the position
of the protagonist. Recent
examples include Gideon in
Gideon the Ninth by Tamsyn
Muir and Mahit in A Memory
Called Empire by Arkady
Martine. Diana Wynne Jones
even included an entry for
gay mages in the comedic
guide The Tough Guide to
Fantasyland published in
the 1990s.
There are plenty more
examples of recently
published and upcoming
queer SFF books to look
out for. For instance, The
Ruthless Lady’s Guide to
Wizardry by C.M. Waggoner
was published in January
2021 and is a historical
fantasy featuring female
bodyguards and a sapphic
romance. Winter’s Orbit
by Everina Maxwell was
published in February and is
a political space opera with
a queer relationship. The
Unbroken by C.L. Clark is the
first book in a series. It came
out in March and is a femaleled political fantasy featuring
a sapphic relationship.
The All-Consuming World

by Cassandra Khaw is a
science fiction novel that
was published last month. It
features queer relationships
and focuses on a group of
former criminals who must
band together to save a
missing comrade and battle
a highly evolved AI. Iron
Widow by Xiran Jay Zhao will
be published 21 September
2021. It features a queer
polyamorous relationship and
is set in a society inspired
by Ancient China in which
characters pair up to pilot
giant robots and battle
aliens. A Marvellous Light
by Freya Marske is the first
book in a series and will be
published 2 November 2021.
It’s a historical fantasy with
a queer relationship set in a
hidden magical society.
These are just a few
examples of the increasing
number of queer titles within
SFF. Representation within
literature is hugely important
and it seems as though in
the coming years SFF genres
will hopefully continue
making steps towards greater
inclusivity and diversity.

Recent years have seen
a notable growth in the
representation of queer
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My International Shelf: Global
Book Trends with e-Readers

By Eliza Burmistre and L aura Hasson

Welcome, welcome! This
week we speak with Eliza
and her ‘international shelf’,
about the love she has
for global contemporary
fiction and reading books
in different ways. Join us as
Eliza introduces us to three
books, she believes should
be on your shelves:

Introduce yourself
Eliza, who are you?
“I’m Eliza or @aftereliza on
Instagram, I love reading
and have done since my
grandmother instilled a love
of reading in me from a very
young age. I’ve been reading
and reviewing books since
about 2012, after Goodreads
had become the place to
track your reading habits
and write reviews. I started
my Instagram account back
in 2017/18 when I realised
I wanted to separate my

personal content with more
bookish content and so I’ve
been posting the books I
read on there ever since. I
have loved being a part of the
bookstagram community, the
past few months especially,
as I have gotten to know
more lovely people.”

Why contemporary
fiction from across the
world and why reading
books in different
ways?
“I’ve always really liked
and connected with
contemporary fiction,
whether that was with
YA when I read it in high
school, to the new adult,
contemporary rom-coms I
read now, ten years on. What
I like most is getting a taste
of different contemporary
cultures from across the
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world. Even between books
that were written for US
vs UK audiences, there
are differences in how the
characters speak, act,
or react to each other,
it’s interesting to see the
cultural differences or
similarities between books
published in different areas.
I also love reading books
in their original languages
because it adds a richness
to the language that I feel
translations sometimes lose.”
“I’ve lived abroad for a large
part of my life in countries
that don’t always have
ready access to the newest
releases in English language
paperbacks, so I’ve been
using a Kindle since 2013.
Recently, I got an iPad Air
and that’s been fantastic for
listening to audiobooks while
I’m doing monotonous tasks
at work, or getting through

my NetGalley list of e-ARCs,
which I track using Notion
and a very convoluted Excel
spreadsheet. I also have
access to a local library so
I can read or listen to the
newest releases in a variety
of languages, which is handy
and saves me so much
money on physical copies.
I think the Scribd app is
such an underrated service
for booklovers. It’s how I
discover most of the eBooks
and audiobooks I read, and
you’re not limited to “credits”
like you are with audible.
I’m of course not sponsored
to say any of this, but I
genuinely use this app
nearly every day!”

of women at the time. It was
an honest and engaging look
through the life of Ariadne,
her sister Phaedra and her
mother Pasiphae and how
their stories were a part of
wider Greek culture and
mythology. I thought it
conveyed the language and
origins of many Greek words
well and it helped me relate
that to the myths themselves.
It was my first NetGalley
review, I enjoyed it so much
I ordered the very stunning
hardcover copy to have on
my shelves shortly after I
finished it. If you enjoy books
by authors like Madeleine
Miller or Pat Barker, you’ll
surely love this!”

So, how do you pick a
book?

The Seven Husbands
of Evelyn Hugo by
Taylor Jenkins Reid

“I love seeing gorgeous
covers on the shelves in
bookstores and on everyone’s
shelves on Instagram. I do
some research into why
people are loving it and
what it’s about, but usually I
check the catalogues of my
favourite publishers, because
if they’ve published one or
more books that I have loved,
no doubt they’ll publish
more. After that, I tend to live
by this John Ruskin quote: “If
a book is worth reading, it’s
worth buying.”

Ariadne by Jennifer
Saint
“Ariadne is a retelling of the
Greek myth of Theseus and
the Minotaur, with a strong
focus on the lives and roles

“The Seven Husbands of
Evelyn Hugo was one of my
favourite audiobooks this
year. The story follows a
Hollywood actress telling her
story to a journalist through
conversation and flashbacks
of how she came to be with
each of her seven husbands
and how she built her career.
Evelyn Hugo reminded me of
a LGBTQ version of Elizabeth
Taylor, with an incredible
career and many romantic
dalliances. I picked it after a
long time of seeing everyone
I follow on bookstagram
talking about how amazing
it is. They were not lying. I
listened to the audiobook on
Scribd, and the narrator did
such a fantastic job bringing
TJR’s novel to life that it

felt like I was listening to a
documentary about a real
Hollywood starlet.”

Jelgava ‘94 (EN: Doom
‘94) by Jānis Joņevs
“Jelgava ‘94 is a story about
punk culture in my hometown
in the mid-nineties and it’s a
real coming of age novel for
teenagers. It’s loosely based
on the author’s experience
in high school. It’s a story
discovering identity within
alternative culture and how
that had the power to bond
young people at the time.
I thought it was a great
representation of what
things were like after the
fall of the Iron Curtain and
the collapse of the Soviet
Union. Kids were still growing
up, becoming people and
discovering their identities,
regardless of the political
instability around them,
though I’m sure that was an
additional influence.
I think we all have such great
opportunities to access
great books from anywhere
in the world and sometimes
even for free, whether you’re
someone who reads eBooks,
listens to audiobooks with a
subscription or has access
to a great library. There are
more literary cultures and
worlds to discover out there.”
Thanks Eliza for that insight.
Join us next week when we
explore another shelf. Happy
reading everyone!
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