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Does Having an Accent Hinder
Progression Within the Publishing
Industry?
by

Naomi Churn

A recent study investigating
‘accentism’ within the
publishing industry has
revealed that 67.2% of
respondents feel their
accent has made colleagues
act differently towards them.
A third say their accent has
negatively impacted their
career.
The survey and
accompanying Regional
Accents Report was
published by Bath Spa
University students Lily
Filipe and Courtney Jeffries
in association with James
Spackman, The Book Pitch
Doctor, founder of The
Spare Room Project and cofounder of The bks Agency.
The study aimed to uncover
employees’ experiences
of having an accent in the
professional publishing
workplace, and the barriers
they may have come up
against because of it. The
project defines ‘accentism’
as “unfair behaviour based
on an individual’s accent or
language use.”
Out of a pool of 353
respondents, 57.9%
identified themselves as

having a UK regional accent
and 23.2% as having an
international accent, defined
in the study as any accent
from outside the UK. The
data was largely gathered
from professionals currently
working in the industry,
but some students and
publishing hopefuls did share
their experiences.
Crucial findings state that
more than a third (37%) of
respondents felt that their
accent has impeded their
career progression. Around
67% feel their accent has
affected people’s behaviour
towards them, whether that
behaviour be purposefully
misunderstanding them,
making unfounded
assumptions about their
capabilities or partaking in
undue teasing. Nearly 57% of
participants have felt obliged
to alter or mask their accent
in order to fit in or seem
more employable.
Most telling is that 88.1%
of participants said that
there needs to be “better
representation of different
backgrounds and more open
attitudes to accents in the
workplace.” It is the latest
indicator to shed light on
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the fact that the publishing
industry is too inaccessible
and that representation
within the industry suffers
because of it.
What are the implications of
this study for the publishing
industry? Report authors,
Filipe and Jeffried said: “the
Regional Accents Report
suggests that accentism is
an issue within the publishing
industry. The report aims to
raise awareness of this issue
across the industry and, in
turn, begin to shed light on
the different ways accentism
can begin to be tackled.”
Spackman added that “we’re
all prey to unconscious bias,
so it’s incredibly important
that we chase down every
factor that could be holding
the industry back by limiting,
even subtly, talented
people’s progression.”
The hope is that the Regional
Accent Report will prompt
a wider investigation into
‘accentism’ within the
book industry and start
conversations about what
industry professionals can do
to combat it. You can read
the full report here.

Hachette Announces Opening of
Regional Offices
By Naomi Churn
UK ‘big 5’ publisher Hachette
is leading the charge to
open routes out of London
for publishing professionals,
with the announcement that
the first of its regional offices
has opened for business. The
company is aiming to open all
five of its new UK hubs over
the next three months.
The first to open its doors
was the Manchester office
on 19 July, with Bristol set
to follow later in the month,
Newcastle in August and
then Edinburgh and Sheffield
in September. This new
move for the business will
see nearly sixty Londonbased staff relocate out
of the capital, while plans
are in place for at least one
hundred more relocations
by 2022.

Connecting with Local
Talent
Relocating existing staff is
not Hachette’s only goal: the
publisher has stated its aim
to connect with local talent
and has already begun to
recruit locally to this end.
Emma Layfield, Picture
Book Development Director,
North, at Hachette Children’s
Group (HGC) and new lead
for the team working out
of the Manchester office,

has already made moves to
engage with the local literary
community. She relocated in
January 2020, and has since
co-founded the Children’s
Book North network, which
aims to link up children’s
book creators and publishing
professionals, organised
HCG’s inaugural online
Picture Book Open Day and
partnered with Manchesterbased writing development
organisation, Commonword,
with the hope of discovering
more Black, Asian and
minority ethnic authors.

Good News for
Publishing Hopefuls
Good news also abounds
for publishing hopefuls as
Hachette’s new regional
bases will open up more
opportunities for those based
outside of London. Two of the
company’s recent hires from
their publishing traineeship
scheme are set to start their
roles out of the regional
hubs. Tierney Witty, brandnew member of the Orion
team, is starting his job at
the Manchester office, while
Nuha Zulkernain will take up
her position with Hodder &
Stoughton in Edinburgh.
Next to join the fold will be
the Bristol office later in July,
headed up by Nick Davies,
Managing Director at John

Murray Press and a member
of the Hachette board.
Speaking about the wave of
openings, Davies said:
“This first phase is about
staff relocating, embedding
the offices in their new
communities and getting
closer to local readers,
writers and booksellers.
But it’s the second phase,
where we look to grow these
offices by hiring from more
diverse talent pools across
the country, that’s the really
exciting, game-changing
moment.”
David Shelley, CEO of
Hachette UK, said of the
project: “I hope it will be a
transformative venture for
our publishing and widen
our horizons in all sorts of
exciting new ways.”
The lack of diversity and
the London-centric nature
of publishing have been
increasingly at the forefront
of discussions around muchneeded change within the
industry in recent years.
Whether other publishers
will take Hachette’s cue and
follow suit with moves out
of London remains to be
seen, but, for now, the UK’s
second-largest publisher is
certainly leading the way.
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Anticipated Reads: September Sizzlers

 elvet Was the Night
V
by Silvia MorenoGarcia

 he Man Who Died
T
Twiceby Richard
Osman

By Bayley C ornfield, Sarah Ernestine, Rebecca R amlakhan, Meg Jones , Ellie Gibbs and Genevieve
Bernard

• 17 Aug, Jo Fletcher Books

• 16 Sep, Viking

 pples Never Fallby
A
Liane Moriarty
• 14 Sep, Henry Holt & Co

night, the Delaneys’ warmheartedly welcome Savannah
into their home. But later,
when both Joy and Savanah
go missing, and only Stan
remains, the children are
forced into the difficult
decision of holding their
father accountable for the
sudden disappearance of
Savannah and Joy.
Full of excitement and
tension with each turning
page, this contemporary
novel is perfect for fans of
the thriller genre.

tensions rise and protests
erupt around the world.
Death rates rise and terror
falls as a larger question rises
to the surface: what forced
the monsters out of the
shadows, and why? N o Gods,
No Monsters is included in
Marie Claire’s Must-Reads of
2021 and is a BookRiot pick
of 2021 Black LGBTQ+.

 o Gods, No Monsters
N
by Cadwell Turnbull
• 7 Sep, Blackstone
Publishing
Riveting, thrilling and
gripping. Liane Moriarty’s
latest novel A pples Never
Fallis filled with mystery
and suspense. The story
follows the perfect Delaneys,
a family who appear to live
a dream life of success and
happiness. The parents, Joy
and Stan, are outstanding
tennis players madly in love.
And the four children – Amy,
Logan, Troy and Brooke – are
successful adults with the
possibility of grandchildren
on the horizon. When a
bruised stranger turns up
at the Delaney’s house one

North Carolina-based author
Cadwell Turnball is releasing
a thrilling new novel this
September, N o Gods, No
Monsters . As the sun rises on
an October morning, Laina
learns that her brother has
been killed by the police
in Boston. A routine case
of police brutality is soon
revealed to be something
even more sinister: monsters
are real and they’re not
hiding anymore. As monsters
begin to emerge from the
shadows to terrorize the
public and pro-monster
organisations begin to form,
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B eautiful World,
Where Are You? by
Sally Rooney
• 7 Sep, Faber
The wait is almost over.
Sally Rooney’s latest novel
B eautiful World, W here Are
You? lands this September.

Following on from bestsellers
N ormal People and
C onversations with Friends ,
it’s sure to be one to add
to your reading list. Alice,
Felix, Eileen and Simon are
young, free and living in
the moment, but adult life
is quickly catching up with
them. Alice, a novelist, meets
Felix, a warehouse worker,
and wants him to travel to
Rome with her. Meanwhile,
in Dublin, her best friend
Eileen, recovering from a
break-up, resumes flirting
with Simon, a man she has
known since her childhood.
As their lives intertwine
through desire, sex,
friendship, love and the
world they live in, we witness
how at the end of the day
human connection is all we
have. It is up to us to value
these relationships and
chose to make the world a
beautiful place.

Velvet Was the Night is the

latest hotly anticipated
release from New York
Times bestselling author
Silvia Moreno-Garcia. Set
in 1970s Mexico City, this
gripping noir follows the
suspicious disappearance
of an art student and the
people desperate to find her.
Maite is a student seeking
solace in passionate serial
romances; Elvis is hoping to
find a way to escape his life
of crime. Following the clues
to Leonora’s disappearance,
both find themselves
entangled in a web of
radicalism and student
protests. In each other, they
find kindred spirits or lost
souls united by the need to
find Leonora first – before
the government, hitmen
and spies ensure Leonora’s
secrets die with her.

The sequel to Osman’s
The Thursday Murder Club
is almost here. Get your
thinking caps on because
it’s sure to be a bumpy ride.
The Man Who Died Twice
follows Elizabeth, a former
MI5 operative now living in a
peaceful retirement village,
who enlists the help of
some familiar faces: Joyce,
a former nurse; Ibrahim,
a retired psychiatrist; and
Ron, a retired union leader.
But what does she need
help with? Elizabeth has
been in contact with an old
colleague who has made a
big mistake… he’s stolen
twenty-million dollars’ worth
of diamonds and needs her
help to evade the man who
will kill him for them. Can
the four friends solve the
case, and maybe find some
diamonds along the way?
Fans of The Thursday Murder
Club will want to find out.
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Highlights in the Charts
Seven Days in June by
Tia Williams
Review by Robyn
Hewson
This intoxicating romance
from bestselling author Tia
Williams delves into the
New York literary scene,
exploring the intimate and
volatile relationship between
two famous authors, Eva
and Shane.
The novel is portrayed
through a dual narrative,
following Eva and Shane from
adolescence to adulthood
and literary fame. Eva is a
successful author and proud
single mum to twelve-yearold, Audre. After writing
fourteen books in her fantasy
erotica series, she’s a wellestablished member of
New York’s literary scene.
Meanwhile, Shane is adored
for his critically acclaimed
book, but prefers to keep out
of the spotlight.
Their story begins in high
school, where they form an
intense connection over the
course of seven days. Both
outcasts struggling to fit in,
the two strike up an unlikely
friendship which quickly
morphs into an all-consuming
romance. After more than a
decade apart, the two cross

paths again and are unable to
resist the chemistry between
them.
Alongside the captivating
romance, Williams also
delves into the highs and
lows of the publishing
industry, exploring the lack of
diversity and the challenges
faced by Black authors.
Eva discusses the shock of
those in the industry that
her fantasy novels featured
two Black protagonists and,
later in the novel, she faces
the prospect of her novel
becoming a film, but with the
Black characters replaced
with white actors.
Seven Days in June is a
nuanced portrayal of love in
all its forms and a novel that
isn’t afraid to explore hard
themes like racism, violence
and chronic pain. Williams
writes with warmth, wit and
passion, and it’s easy to
devour this story in much
less than seven days.

How To Kill Your
Family by Bella Mackie
Review by Alex
Haywood
It’s fair to say there has
been a reasonable hype
around Bella Mackie’s debut
fiction How To Kill Your
Family, following her non-
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fiction Jog On. A seemingly
vast departure from fitness
and mental health, How To
Kill Your Family indulges
murderer Grace Bernard in
telling the story of her longstanding familial grudge.
Not like any other feud,
Grace is intent on killing the
entirety of her estranged
family after she and her
mother are shunned
and disowned. A drastic
response? Perhaps, but
grittily entertaining if you
want to know about the
intricacies of how your
ordinary PR girl goes about
becoming a serial killer
without even a hint of
suspicion. But here’s the
kicker, Grace is in jail. Just
not for the murders she
actually committed – talk
about karma.
Despite the subject matter,
Grace’s story has a surprising
levity. She is funny and
witty, notwithstanding the
clear rejection of a moral
compass, which lends the
text an almost warm quality.
In short, the situation Mackie
has crafted is undeniably
intriguing. Despite this
premise, I found Grace
difficult to invest in. Sure,
she’s a murderer, but oddly
this didn’t quite feel like
enough. She’s a deliberately
divisive anti-hero and yet

she didn’t quite have enough
substance to provoke a
response of love or hate.
Don’t get me wrong, this is a
fun book and would make an
excellent summer read, but I
feel like Grace lacked depth
which was emphasised by
the obvious tropes of social
commentary Mackie added
into her opinions. If it weren’t
for the payoff of the final
twist, I’m not sure Grace’s
story would really be worth
350 pages.

The Idea of You by
Robinne Lee
Review by Lauren
Fardoe
Robinne Lee explores an
unconventional, implausible
relationship between thirtynine-year-old Solène, a
successful mother-of-one,
and a world-famous popstar,
Hayes. What initially sets out
to be an archetypal chic-flick
unveils something deeper,
examining the true costs
of romance.

The novel follows Solène’s
journey of self-discovery as
she attempts to navigate
her already complex life
with the added intricacy of
dating an internationallyrenowned superstar twenty
years her junior. It follows
her enlightenment as she
discovers the downfalls
of pursuing what appears
to be a fantastical, idyllic
relationship. She has initial
trepidations about it, which
end up prophetic, yet the
narrative remains gripping
as she reaches dizzying
heights and the inevitable
downfall. Lee also divulges a
lesser-known perspective to
fame, the unrelenting lack
of privacy.
Somewhat predictable until
mid-way through the novel,
the protagonist’s priorities
fluctuate between her ageinappropriate yet alluringly
glamourous relationship,
her prosperous art gallery
and her star-struck, isolated
teenage daughter. This

delicate balance creates
a captivating atmosphere,
inviting the reader to indulge
in the guilt-ridden, almost
immoral situation Solène
finds herself in.
Lee depicts this whirlwind
relationship alongside an
older woman’s rediscovery
of her own needs. The
factors of an irate business
partner who critiques her
decision, a controlling exhusband and the mounting
pressure accompanying
dating stardom make her
renaissance even more
substantial.
The novel ends abruptly,
with only the suggestion of
the healing period to come.
A captivating read which
strikes a delicate balance
between a fantastical
daydream and a genuinely
moving ode to self-reflection
and the importance of
priorities.
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Bhutan

With a range of authors
and poets including
Dr. Santosh Kumar and
founder Dr. Karunesh
Kumar Agarwal, Cyberwit.
net publishes several titles
per year with a mission to
promote poetry for peace
and friendship, strengthen
interest in poetry and the
creative arts in an era of
scientific advancement and
technological sophistication,
and publish diverse trends
of contemporary creative
writing worldwide.

By Shaniah Shields , Christina Moore and Jia Wen Ho

In the second
instalment of Writing
the World, we will be
covering publishers
and writers in
South Asia. Though
publishing landscapes
of these countries
vary, South Asia’s
bookish community
is growing with more
writers, especially
female writers
emerging alongside
a greater interest
for local stories that
reflect readers’ own
lives. Publishing in
South Asia will only
continue to get bigger.

distributed in Sri Lanka,
Australia, Singapore and
many more via online sales.
You can keep up to date with
them over on their blog.

Sri Lanka

Nepal

• Perera-Hussein Publishing
House

• Mandala Book Shop

Based in Colombo, this Sri
Lankan publishing house
has gained an international
reputation for books. They
publish a wide range of
genres, including but not
limited to, children’s, YA,
memoirs and poetry. Formed
in 2003, Perera-Hussein
encourages authors who
will “inspire, provoke and
entertain.” Their books are

• Wasana Publishing House
Established in 1984,
children’s publishers Wasana
have gained recognition
among teachers, children
and readers in Sri Lanka.
School teachers write the
school curriculum-bound
books which range from preschool to an advanced level.
Their story books are also
available in three languages:
Sinhala, Tamil and English.

Although the publishing
landscape in Nepal is limited,
it is growing and more books
are being made available.
The Nepal Mandala Book
Shop is one of the largest
book distributors in the
country, having existed “as
a tiny island of peace in a
fast-moving world” since
1991. They aim to create the
largest community of book
readers in Nepal and offer a
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big variety of genres in many
languages including but not
limited to Nepali, Hindi and
Japanese.

India
• Tara Books
This independent publishing
house was formed in 1994
by Gita Wolf. Their books
are distributed in India,
online and in the US, UK,
Europe, Southeast Asia and
Australia. They have won
several prestigious awards
including the Bologna Prize
for Best Children’s Publisher
in Asia, 2013.
• Cyberwit.net
Founded in 2002 by Dr.
Karunesh Kumar Agarwal,
Cyberwit.net specialises in
poetry and seeks to “publish
excellent works of poetry that
are unlikely to find a home
elsewhere.”

• Talika Books
Talika Books is the brainchild
of Radhika Menon. Founded
in 1996, this publishing
house specialises in picture
books for children written
in English and other Indian
languages such as Hindi,
Tamil, Malayalam and
Bengali to name a few. Talika
Books features a range of
inclusive characters and
experiences.

Afghanistan
• Shah M Book Co.
Founded in 1974 by Shah
Muhammed Rais, Shah
M Book Co. in Kabul is
both a publisher and the
largest dealer of books in
Afghanistan, offering over
2,000 titles and a research
library of over 17,000 titles of
books about Afghanistan in a
range of different languages.

Although Bhutan
is a small country,
they have a vibrant
writing community and a
plethora of written works.
BOOKNESE is a non-profit
online bookstore that seeks
to catalogue and showcase
every single book authored
by Bhutanese writers,
bringing booklovers and
authors together. There are
so many genres to choose
from in both fiction and
non-fiction. Some popular
books include PaSsu Diary:
A Journal of an Ordinary
Bhutaneseby Passang
Tshering and D
 awa: The
Story of a Stray Dog in
Bhutanby Kunzang Choden,
detailing a stray dog’s
extraordinary life on the
streets of Thimpu, Bhutan’s
capital city.

Bangladesh
Worthy Publication was
started by a sibling duo,
Nuzaimul Hoq Xishan and
Kasfia Haque Samara, who
wanted to give a platform
for many young
aspiring writers in
Bangladesh. The
books they publish
have eye-catching
and beautifully
designed covers.
They also have a

bookstore called Worthy
Books, selling their locally
published titles as well as
foreign titles. One of their
recently published works
is The Roles We Playby
Manoshi Sarkar, a novelette
exploring sexist norms and
gender discrimination.

Pakistan
Based in Karachi, Pakistan,
Bina Shah is an author,
journalist and feminist. She
has written five novels and
two collections of short
stories. Her books have
been translated to German,
French, Spanish and Italian.
Her most recent novel,
Before She Sleeps, is a
dystopian story showing
the repression of women.
Noor Unnahar is a Pakistani
poet, her debut poetry
collection Yesterday I Was
The Moon, is about finding
voice, love and emotional
loss. She has also created
an aesthetic poetry journal
encouraging budding poets
to explore their writing styles.
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Children’s Literature Podcasts
By Michaela O’Callaghan, Rosie Burgoyne, Joanne Boustead and A imee Haldron

It is well and truly the age of
podcasts. As of 2020, there
were over 15 million podcast
listeners in the UK, with
predictions that there will be
close to 20 million listeners
by 2024. So, how can
podcasts help you secure a
role in children’s publishing?
We have taken a look at
a range of podcasts that
will spotlight the highlights
of children’s literature,
expanding your knowledge
of the children’s literature
industry from picture books
to young adult (YA) fiction.

Down the Rabbit Hole
Down the Rabbit Hole is a
monthly radio show hosted
by Caroline Carpenter
(Deputy Features Editor at
The Bookseller), Hannah
Love (Senior Publicity
Manager at Scholastic),
Charlie Morris (Marketing
Manager at Macmillan
Kids) and Sam Sedgman
(bestselling author and
playwright). Together, they
produce this magnificent
radio show packed full of
content about children’s
literature. The episodes
are roughly half an hour
in length, ideal to listen to
during your lunchtime stroll.
They tackle key topics such
as whether cats or dogs are
superior in the children’s
literature world. Down the
Rabbit Hole also features
some special guests such as
Sharna Jackson and Frank
Cottrell Boyce, exploring
the hosts’ top picks of new
releases. This show is the
ideal way to gain industry
insights and we particularly
recommend you check out
their pride special, which is
a gem of an episode. You can
visit their website here and
follow them on Twitter
@dtrhradio.
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The Guardian
Children’s Podcast
The last episode of this
podcast was in 2016, but
if you want a day listening
back through some great
episodes, we recommend
this podcast from The
Guardian. In this podcast,
young readers ask questions
to their favourite authors.
Listen to children’s literature
stars such as Jacqueline
Wilson and Jeff Kinney,
author of Diary of a Wimpy
Kid, whilst learning more
about broader topics such as
YA fantasy and middle grade
adventure fiction. Episodes
range from twelve to thirty
minutes long and with over
eighty episodes, there is
something for everyone. You
can find out more here.

Kidlit These Days
In 2019, Book Riot started
Kidlit These Days, a podcast
pairing the very best of
children’s literature with
current, global events.
Hosted by New York Times
bestselling author Karina Yan
Glaser and Matthew Winner,
who also hosts The Children’s
Book Podcast. As well as
exploring how children’s
authors are responding to
current events, the podcast
also gives an insight into
authors’ and illustrators’
creative processes, whilst
providing brilliant book
recommendations that
are sure to help children
understand the world in
which they live. Their more
recent episodes include
discussions about books
by ‘Asian American Femme
Authors’ and ‘Children’s
Books in Verse.’ You can
find all episodes of the
podcast here.

Scholastic Reads
Podcast
This podcast from renowned
children’s and educational
publishing company,
Scholastic, is a celebration of
reading in all its most joyous
forms. Hosted by Scholastic
Editor, Suzanne McCabe,
the podcast spotlights
Scholastic’s books for
children and young adults.
Along the way, it invites
special guest authors and
publishing professionals to
join in the conversation. Now
on its 117th episode, there
are a plethora of topics to
choose from and our top
picks include ‘100 years
of Reading: Celebrating
Scholastic’s Legacy’ and
the ‘Through My Eyes: Ruby
Bridges on the Struggle for
Racial Justice’ episodes.

The Children’s Book
Podcast with Matthew
Winner
As mentioned earlier, this
weekly podcast is hosted
by Matthew Winner. The
Children’s Book Podcast
features insightful interviews
with authors, illustrators
and everyone involved in
bringing a book to life. Each
week, an episode will look
at the impact of events on
our world and try to make
them less confusing. From
social justice to scientific
breakthroughs, this podcast
features a wide range of
engaging topics. After
several strong years (having
first started in July 2013),
the podcast is now on a
hiatus indefinitely. However,
you can still listen to all
episodes of the podcast
here and follow them on
Twitter@ChildrensBkPod
for updates.

With the popularity of
podcasts continuing to grow,
we can only assume that the
ones mentioned above and
hopefully many more new
podcasts will continue to
captivate listeners. By doing
so, they will maintain to
create exciting and engaging
discussions regarding
children’s literature.
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Cover Illustrator Spotlight:
Sir Quentin Blake

By Maisie Jane Garvin, Giulia Caparrelli, Juliette Tulloch and Monique Rosa Mc Clymont

For those of us who have
grown up as readers, the
illustrator Quentin Blake
should be no stranger. Born
in the suburbs of London
in 1932, Blake has had a
successful career, teaching
at the Royal College of Art
as head of illustration. Yet it
is his work as an illustrator
that has gained him his
reputation. Entering the
world of children’s books
in 1960, Blake grew his
name by collaborating with
writers such as Russell
Hoban, Michael Rosen and,
most famously, Roald Dahl.
His books and characters
have won him many
awards, including the Hans
Christian Andersen Award
for Illustration – the highest
international recognition
given to creators of children’s
books. Today, at the age
of eighty-eight, he has a
knighthood for services to
illustration. To delve more
into Blake’s career, visit his
website here.
Blake collaborated with
Roald Dahl and the eighteen
illustrations resulting from
this partnership are perhaps
some of his most famous
works. His drawings are
made to look, as Blake
stated, “as though it is

done on the spur of the
moment” but in fact it takes
a lot of planning. This 2016
paperback edition of The
Twits brings the magic of
Dahl’s infamous Mr and Mrs
Twit back to life after its first
publication in 1980.

The cover includes Blake’s
signature pen and ink
drawings of the characters
but they are now merged
with the pop of green in the
background and the vibrant
orange of the title bubble,
which sees the classic
reimagined for a 21st century
audience. The Twits is one
of the least known of Dahl’s
books, but the message that
the narrative portrays, one of
kindness and friendship, is a
timeless reminder to children
and adults who still read this
book today.
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Revolting Rhymes, published
in 1982, is a collection of
poems by Roald Dahl and
the first of his collections
of comic verse for children.
Featuring a reinterpretation
of six well-known fairy tales,
each tale has a unique
Dahl-esque twist in place
of the traditional happilyever-after ending. As stated
on RoaldDahl.com, “no
nursery rhyme is quite as
it seems when Roald Dahl
has re-written it.” Blake,
Dahl’s favourite illustrator,
designed a comical cover
that meticulously reflects
the stories within. The cover
features the wolf from Little
Red Riding Hood sitting
on Red’s grandmother’s
rocking chair with a grin
spread across its face, as it
embraces two young children
for storytime. Bodies tense
and eyes bursting with fear,
the portrayal of the children
is attention-grabbing; their
trepidation leads one to
assume that the book they
are being read is none other
than Revolting Rhymes.
What is particularly engaging
about this cover is that
whoever picks up this book
almost inevitably meets the
eye of the young girl, like the
breakage of a fourth wall –
a cry for help, a warning to
read only if you dare.

Blake may be most famous
for his partnership with Roald
Dahl, but he collaborated
with other children’s authors.
Illustrating the books of
David Walliams, “the natural
heir to Roald Dahl,” Blake
brought to life characters
such as Mr Stink and The Boy
in The Dress.

features white background
covers which make Blake’s
watercolour illustrations
stand out.

The book cover on Mr Stink
conveys the messiness of
the protagonist through
convoluted pen strokes
and patches of different
colours. Using brighter
tones on a glossier cover,
Blake celebrated the tenyear anniversary edition
of The Boy in The Dress
by sketching the proud
protagonist in the foreground
in a pink dress with a
football.
Blake also partnered with
Joan Aiken to illustrate her
quirky book series about the
friendship between a little
girl, Arabel, and her raven
pet, Mortimer. This series

Blake has not only illustrated
hundreds of children’s books
but has painted for adult
genres too. Michael Rosen’s
On the Move: Poems about
Migration was published
in 2020 and Blake has
depicted a dark but detailed
scene on its front cover. The
merging of the ink, water
and watercolour creates a
meaningful silhouette that
grasps the hardships of
migration and the vast age
differences of those affected.
Within the collection, Rosen
uncovers several themes
including childhood, war,
missing relatives and global
experiences.

Another successful
collaboration is the one
between Blake and John
Yeoman. This duo perfected
the art of creating collections
of stories for children. The
drawings on the cover of
Amazing Animal Stories are
whimsical, full of colours
and animal figures – the
perfect entryway to a world
of storytelling.

Blake is not only an illustrator
but an author himself, having
published multiple fiction
and non-fiction books over
the decades. These include
the very recent The Weed
(2020) and go as far back
as Mister Magnolia (1980).
It is clear Quentin Blake’s
work and expansive career
deserves much celebration!
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Early English Classics
By Megan Powell and Michael
Calder

We have decided to go right
back in time to discuss
some of the original works
of literature in the English
language. Historical English
classics are a work of art
in themselves, with not
just the plots but language
used. Written in Old English
and Middle English, these
stories reflect the time
periods in which they
were conceived.They may
be a challenge to read,
but there are of plenty of
translations available online
to make understanding these
remarkable stories easier.

most highly regarded
masterpiece, earning a
significant importance that
remains today. Throughout
the tales, Chaucer
combines humour, drama,
and impressive poetry to
powerfully entertain the
reader. The stories contain
plenty of elements that
mirror 14th century society,
providing a valuable insight
into what society was
like. Chaucer doesn’t just
comment on class; he also
considers entertainment,
fashion and life in general.
Each tale presents the reader
with a moral dilemma, which
creates an impressionable
read. The common theme
running through Chaucer’s
stories is that honesty and
most ideas are relatable to
society today.

Beowulf

The Canterbury Tales
When you think of English
classics, we are certain
that Geoffrey Chaucer
comes to the centre of your
mind. Written in 1392, The
Canterbury Tales - originally
Tales of Canterbury comprises twenty-four
stories, featuring some of
English literature’s most
beloved characters. This is
without a doubt Chaucer’s
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kingdom’s bane, Grendel,
ripping off the beast’s arm
to claim victory. However,
this is not the eponymous
character’s final heroic act.
In classic fashion, Beowulf
continues a journey toward
legendary status and does
not disappoint.

Le Morte d’Arthur

Transcribed between the 8 th
and 11th centuries, Beowulf
likely began as part of an
oral storytelling tradition,
before being penned by an
unknown source in AngloSaxon England. While there
is no evidence that textual
renditions appeared prior,
the poem’s content may
suggest that oral composition
occurred earlier, before
being appropriated, as the
narrative compliments 6th
century Anglo-Saxon culture
with invading Christian values
of the 7th and 8 th centuries.
As such, Beowulf becomes
an epic tale which follows
the eponymous character on
various expeditions across
6th century Scandinavia and
layers biblical symbolism
into the narrative framework.
The epic bears extraordinary
length, over 3,000 lines, and
comprises three acts, each
detailing an adventure of the
Geatish prince, and eventual
king, Beowulf. Beginning
in Denmark, the tale opens
with diametrically opposed
forces, as Beowulf faces the

Composed during the late
15th century, Le Morte
d’Arthur emerged as the
Middle Aged faded into the
Early Modern period, where
the Renaissance swept
across Europe. The work has
contentious authorial roots
but typically accreditation
goes to Thomas Malory.
Born in 1416, Malory lived
a colourful life, surviving
the Wars of the Roses
(1455–85), which saw six
kings ascend the English
throne, and became a serial
criminal. This wayward
lifestyle bore a significant
impact on his work. While
Le Morte d’Arthur may
be the only text from this
period which recounts the
entire Arthurian legend,
demonstrating the expected
romanticised notions of
chivalry and dignity, Malory’s
tale does not stray from
the hideous realities that
plagued the Middle Ages.
Opening with the birth of
King Arthur, and ending with
his death, Malory depicts
the death and debauchery
that flowed through medieval
society. Undoubtedly, Le
Morte d’Arthur has become
a crucial Middle English text
when exploring Arthurian

mythology, which has a
rooted place in contemporary
English media.

Sir Gawain and the
Green Knight
Published in the 14th century,
Sir Gawain and the Green
Knight is a chivalric romantic
novel featuring fantasy and
battles. Sir Gawain is a knight
at King Arthur’s round table
and accepts a challenge from
the Green Knight during a
feast. The challenge dares
any knight to strike the
Green Knight but to expect
a similar blow exactly a year
and a day later. However,

Gawain beheads the Green
Knight and is unable to
fulfil the full dare. This then
presents Sir Gawain with a
battle of honour as he did
not follow the fate correctly.
The knight’s loyalty gets
tested and proves how
important honour is to
Arthurian stories. This author
has included many great
traditions and highlighted
the classic pastime of a
challenge.
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Job Opportunities

Commissioning Editor/
Associate Publisher,
Bookouture

By Jennifer Hill , L eah Bird and
A imee Whittle

Marketing Assistant,
Profile Books
Closing Date: 5 August
Salary: £24,000
Location: London (flexible
working available)
Profile Books is on the
search for a Marketing
Assistant!
The ideal candidate will be
assisting with proof mailings,
maintaining databases,
attending meetings and
taking minutes. You will
also be producing campaign
reports, helping bring ideas
to the table, contacting
influencers and assisting
with their social media.
You will be writing copy,
producing graphics, assisting
with events and liaising with
other departments.
Applicants must be highly
organised, enthusiastic, able
to work to deadlines and be a
keen reader in all genres with
a passion for learning.
To apply, click here.

Closing Date: 6 August

Publishing Assistant,
Phoenix Publishing
House
Closing Date: 13 August

Publishing Assistant,
Angry Robot
Closing Date: 4 August

Salary: £21,000

Salary: London Living Wage
(£10.75 an hour)

Location: London (remote
working available)

Location: London (remote
working available)

Phoenix Publishing House
is looking for a publishing
assistant!

Angry Robot is looking for
a new part-time publishing
assistant to work 2-3 days a
week with flexible hours!

You will be working across
all aspects of the publishing
process, with particular
focus on marketing and
rights. Working closely with
the publishing and sales
directors, you will have the
opportunity to prepare and
post social media content,
update book metadata,
correspond with overseas
publishers, write marketing
copy, proofread and much
more.
The ideal candidate will
have a degree, strong
organisational and
communication skills, the
ability to meet deadlines
and a passion for the
publishing industry.
For more information and to
apply, click here.
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You will be preparing
manuscripts for press, taking
in proofing amends and copy
edits, assisting the Associate
Publisher with contract
administration as well as
working with authors and
much more.
The ideal candidate will have
a passion for SFF as a genre,
as well as crossover genres
with Angry Robot. As this
is an entry level position,
Angry Robot are looking for
someone who is happy to
learn and grow within the
role – no experience in the
publishing industry needed!
For more information and to
apply, click here.

Salary: £31,800–£50,000
Location: Various
Bookouture is looking for a
Commissioning Editor to find
them brilliant new authors,
publish great books and
collaborate with a talented
team.
You will be working with
some of their bestselling
authors and finding new ones
to bring to the company.
You will be working with
authors to come up with
the strongest concepts, the
best books and the perfect
packaging to reach as many
readers as possible. You
will also monitor sales and
ensure that titles are always
optimised.
You will need a strong sense
of what fiction readers want,
be a creative copywriter and
excellent with authors. You
should also have an eye for
a brilliant cover design and
love using data to improve
the way you do things. A cando attitude and a creative
approach to problem-solving
is also ideal. Your skills and
potential are more important
than the number of years’
publishing experience you
have. Apply here.

Publishing Assistant,
Magic Cat Publishing

Apprenticeships/
Internships

Closing Date: 9 August

Academic Marketing
Publishing Apprentice,
Bloomsbury

Salary: £15,000
Location: London
Magic Cat Publishing is
looking for an assistant to
help with the Foreign Rights
and Production department!
You will be communicating
with customers, assisting
with supplying files
and managing shipping
instructions, raising
contracts and managing
mailings. You will also
be updating databases,
checking stock levels,
keeping track of inventories
and liaising with the
warehouse when levels
need restocking.
You must be organised, have
great communication skills
and attention to detail and
be meticulous. You must also
have an interest in children’s
books. Foreign languages
and knowledge of Adobe is
desirable but not essential.
Apply now.

Closing Date: 6 August
Salary: £19,000
Location: London
Bloomsbury is looking for
an Academic Marketing
Publishing Apprentice to
join their academic books
division!
You will be providing
administrative support for
the department, as well as
assisting colleagues across a
range of subject areas. Your
tasks will include producing
marketing materials,
updating the website and
putting together review
copy plans. You will also be
creating engaging social
media posts, producing
reports and maintaining
office supplies.
The ideal candidate will
be an enthusiastic and
organised person with
an interest in academic
publishing, outstanding
attention to detail and
strong communication and
interpersonal skills.
To apply, click here.
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Indie Spotlight: Envelope Books
By Megan C ooke, Mara R adut and Millie K iel

EnvelopeBooks is
a new independent
publishing house
founded in the summer
of 2020. An offshoot
of Booklaunch, a
quarterly books
and publishing
freesheet that makes
its way to 50,000
homes per issue,
the EnvelopeBooks
imprint is dedicated to
working with authors
to produce highquality books.
Dr Stephen Games, the
magazine’s founder, initially
started writing Booklaunch
as a means of showcasing
new authors and bringing
the bookshop browsing
experience to the lockeddown UK. It is through this
that he encountered the
first book he would publish:
Postmark Africa.
“The first book to come my
way was so promising that I
first tried to get it sold to a
mainstream publisher, then
offered to do it myself.”
stated Dr Games, “And it has
grown since there.”

It was also through this initial
publication that the idea
behind the EnvelopeBooks
imprint was brought forward
as the title, Postmark Africa,
inspired the envelopeoriented design that would
become a staple for the
publisher’s future titles.
Every title since has had an
envelope-style cover that
represents the contents
of the book with books set
overseas being designed as
an airmail envelope.
EnvelopeBooks intends to
publish both fiction and nonfiction, however, the three
books that are currently
available from the imprint are
all non-fiction memoirs.
EnvelopeBooks is a breath
of fresh air, its authentic
principles are very much
in line with a prominent
dichotomy within our current
capitalist society: quality
versus profit.
Dr Stephen Games is an
enthusiast of unexplored
dimensions – of both the
mind and the world. The
carefully picked and curated
material of EnvelopeBooks
is all his doing: he believes
that opting for quality
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in something niche or
unconventional far outweighs
the risks of a potential
failure. Fostering creativity
in any industry heavily relies
on the atypical and the less
discussed, and these books
are not afraid to talk.
A “postal service of the
mind,” EnvelopeBooks
delivers to a high standard.
Forever focused on quality,
the imprint promises to
provide only the best
material.
Some comical, some seriousminded, the books do not
offer the imprint a clear-cut
commercial identity… But
should there even be one?
With a prevalent focus on
history, colonialism and
travel, the publications
of EnvelopeBooks draw
attention to resurgent issues
of the past and their echoes
in today’s society without
judging you, cancelling you
or being in your face. They
provide rare food for thought,
an feast for the brain.

a memoir of an Edwardian
childhood and the trauma of
the First World War.
The first book published by
EnvelopeBooks, Postmark
Africa, is at once a history
and a memoir. Written
by Michael Holman, the
journalist and writer who
served as the Africa Editor of
the Financial Times between
1984 and 2002, it offers
a unique insight on subSaharan Africa. Holman’s
first-hand accounts of
events, such as the atrocities
in Rhodesia during the
1960s, appear alongside
interviews with the leaders
and people on the ground,
and the result offers the
reader a broad perspective.
“I thought it was fresh and
an eye-opener,” Dr Games
observed, “so I took it on.”

What is notable about
EnvelopeBooks is the
prestige it has already gained
in its short time on the
scene. Across its first three
publications, the imprint
has garnered high praise
from a host of influential and
informed figures, from John
Githongo to Ed Balls, and
even Gyles Brandreth.
The next title due to come
out is Janina David’s T
 he
Hopeful Traveller. Described
as “a world tour that is
nostalgic for earlier times
without being sentimental,”
this collection of short stories
follows a collection of single
women narrators, each on
her own journey around postwar Europe in the 1950s and
60s. In the changed world
following World War Two, but
prior to the birth of secondwave feminism, the women
are at once cosmopolitan,

confident and conventional
in many ways, but never
far from dislocation in the
fractured world they are
travelling through. 
The Hopeful Traveller is
due for publication on 4
September 2021.
EnvelopeBooks’ offshoot,
PostcardBooks, offers
shorter manuscripts intended
to convey simpler messages
from eyewitnesses. The two
titles currently on the list –
S and in my Shoesby Linda
Lubbe, and N ell Norah Jane
by Jane Reid – are due to be
published soon.
Let’s make letters cool again
with EnvelopeBooks. Support
them via their website!

Alongside Postmark Africa,
the list currently includes
publications as varied as a
debut novel from Kirby Porter
on loss and memory, and
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Birthday by Meredith Russo and the
Representation of Mental Health in
Transgender Literature
By Becca Binnie
Being part of the LGBTQ+
community doesn’t always
mean that someone will
struggle with their mental
wellbeing; however, it does
mean that they are at greater
risk of experiencing poor
mental health. A report
published by Stonewall in
2017 found that two thirds of
participants who identified
as transgender and who took
part in the questionnaire
had experienced depression
in the previous year. This
harrowing figure shows
how vital representation

and conversations about
transgender mental health
are.
Meredith Russo is a
transgender female author,
whose novel Birthday was
published in 2019. The book
follows the lives of Morgan
and Eric and using dual
narration tells the story of
one day every year for six
years. Throughout the six
years, we are told about
Morgan’s struggles with her
mental health as she tries to
construct and embrace her
authentic self.

‘I’ve tried not to think
about it, but over the
last year, more and
more, everything just
feels kind of… grey.’
Russo’s narrative technique
is compelling for many
reasons. Firstly, it portrays
the longevity of suffering
with mental health. Morgan’s
story starts on her thirteenth
birthday when she knows she
feels uncomfortable in the
body she was born into. The
story sees Morgan battle with
her feelings as she tries to
find a way to be happy.
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Secondly, the novel watches
Eric, a childhood friend of
Morgan’s, struggle to provide
the help and support Morgan
needs. Eric feels helpless as
he watches Morgan’s mental
health deteriorate. However,
by the end of the novel an
optimistic tone is cast over
the pair’s future as Eric
proves to Morgan that she is
loved and valued.
By Morgan’s sixteenth
birthday, her mental health
is in an extremely low place.
The theme of suicide is
poignant in the novel and
tragically in wider society
too. A national survey on
LGBTQ+ mental health,
carried out by the Trevor
Project in 2021, found
that more than half of
transgender and nonbinary
respondents aged between
13 and 24 in the US alone
had seriously considered
suicide. Despite their age,
these tragic findings prove
that more needs to be
done to show struggling
transgender individuals they
are not alone.
Morgan’s narration reflects
the everyday struggles of a
transgender individual as
she is constantly reminded
of her ongoing internal

struggle with identity. Early
in the novel, Morgan flinches
when a close family friend
uses the word ‘boys’ in a
casual manner. For cisgender
individuals, this kind of
gendered vocabulary is often
taken for granted. But for
the transgender community,
sweeping gendered
statements work to remind
individuals, like Morgan, that
she does not feel like her
authentic self.

and books inclusive of
transgender experiences,
can show members of the
transgender community
struggling with their mental
health, that they are
not alone.

As the novel progresses,
Morgan feels increasingly
alone. Unfortunately, this
loneliness extends into
society. A Stonewall report
on the trans community
published in 2017 revealed
that one in seven transgender
people aren’t open about
their gender identity to
anyone in their family.
Furthermore, only one in four
transgender people said that
all of their family members
who know that they are
transgender were supportive.
With these figures alone, it
is clear to see how stories of
similar experiences, in which
transgender individuals can
relate to, could hopefully
combat the loneliness or
helplessness felt by those
stuck in unsupportive or
hostile environments.

‘She deserves to be
seen.’

Although Russo’s novel is
a fictional piece, it gives a
real and emotional picture
of the specific adversities
transgender individuals may
face in society. In a world
where the transgender
community still must fight
for basic human rights,
representation in literature,
both transgender authors

Alongside this, cisgender
individuals, including myself,
should actively seek to learn
from and listen to stories of
trans experiences in society
to enforce positive change.

In addition to Birthday,
check out Meredith Russo’s
If I Was Your Girl and
Kacen Callender’s Felix
Ever After for more fiction
that embraces transgender
main characters and their
experiences with mental
health.

supporting professionals.
The Samaritans are available
year-round, everyday working
to make sure people know
they are not alone.

To learn more about the
transgender community’s
experiences within society,
check out these non-fiction
works with transgender
authors; Janet Mock’s
Redefining Realness:
My Path to Womanhood,
Identity, Love & So Much
More, Vivek Shraya’s I’m
Afraid of Men and Jennifer
Finney Boylan’s Stuck in the
Middle with You: A Memoir of
Parenting in Three Genders.
Moreover, if you are
struggling with mental
health please reach out
and ask for help. Mermaids
support children and young
people up to the age of
nineteen suffering from
gender identity issues
and their families and
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Redbridge Children’s Book Awards:
2021 Winners Announced
By Caitlin Evans and Emma
Carey
What does September mean
to you? For some people, it
might mean the beginning
of a new season, welcoming
Autumn’s cooler days as the
leaves fall. But for children
and teens in the London
Borough of Redbridge,
September is a time of
waiting with bated breath
for the annual kick-off of the
Redbridge Children’s Book
Awards. For eighteen years,
the Redbridge Children’s
Book Awards has been open
to all schools in the borough
of Redbridge to vote for
their favourite stand-alone
children’s and teen books
published in the UK in the
last year. Over the years,
the award has developed
and reached audiences far
and wide. Initially, only four
schools took part, whereas
today a whopping twenty-five
schools get involved.

So, how does it work?
The award is split into two
categories: Children’s Book
(ages ten to twelve years
old) and Teen Category (ages
thirteen to sixteen years old).
In September, the Redbridge
School Library Association
invites all schools in the
borough to take part. From
there, school librarians,
teachers and library staff put
together a longlist of fifteen
titles for each category.
Pupils are encouraged to
read the books on the longlist
and discuss which ones were
their favourites among their
peers. In March, each school
selects their top eight titles
in both categories – say hello
to the shortlist!
After the final votes of the
shortlist, all the schools
are invited to an award
ceremony that takes place
in June. Attendees can
expect a pop quiz based
on the shortlisted titles
and an opportunity to meet
the authors. Signed copies
of the winning books are
also up for grabs. Previous
category winners saw some
renowned titles – The
Hunger Games by Suzanne
Collins and Boys Don’t Cry
by Malorie Blackman. The
youth of Redbridge certainly
have good taste. So without
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further ado, let’s check out
their picks for the 2021
winners.

2021 Winners
Taking home the Children’s
Book category is The Star
Outside my Window by
Onjali Q. Rauf. It follows the
story of ten-year-old Aniyah
and her younger brother
Noah as they try to navigate
their life in foster care after
losing their mother. Aniyah
knows in her heart that her
mother is still close by and is
watching over them. This tale
that celebrates the power of
hope and resilience is not
to be missed. The book was
published by Orion Children’s
Books in 2019 and is just
one of Rauf’s successful

children’s books. Rauf is
also the founder of Making
Herstory, a charity fighting
for women’s rights against
abuse, and her children’s
novels are an extension of
her passion to connect with
and help children suffering
through difficult times.
Winning the Teen Category
is Holly Jackson’s debut
novel A Good Girl’s Guide
to Murder. Published by
Electric Monkey in 2019,
this popular murder mystery
flew off the shelves and has
since become a favourite
of readers of all ages. What
begins as a closed-cased
small town murder slowly
unravels as Pippa undertakes
her final school project and
begins to uncover the secrets
that someone wants to keep
buried forever. This twisted
Young Adult thriller is the
first in a New York Times
best-selling series, followed
by Good Girl, Bad Blood
and As Good As Dead. The

success of each novel is an
indication of their popularity
among the target market,
as is the receipt of the
Redbridge Children’s Book
Award.
The announcement event
was a big success, as one
Year 7 attendee described
to Woodford County High
School: “On 28 June, we
went to the Redbridge
Children’s Book Awards at
Redbridge Town Hall.
When we got there, there
was an opportunity to buy
the shortlisted books, which
I personally thought were
amazing. Afterwards, we
had an author panel, and
we got the chance to ask
questions. We also had a
quiz on the shortlisted books,
which I thought went quite
well. Overall, it was a fun
and amazing experience
that I would gladly want to
have again.”

The chance for children
to engage with the literary
prizes industry is exciting
and enjoyed by many. In a
society where children’s
voices are often overlooked
or underrepresented, it’s
important to give them an
opportunity for their opinions
to be heard in every area of
life. Literature is so integral
to a child’s development and
daily life, we must in turn
hear and listen to what the
children have to say about
their readership experience
and favourite novels.
As we have seen, the
Redbridge Children’s Book
Awards gives children this
opportunity, involving them
in the thriving literary scene
like never before.
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Upcoming Publishing Events
By Michaela O’Callaghan, Sabeehah Saleq , Erin Evett and Rosie Burgoyne

Once Upon a Crime:
Exclusive Event with
Robin Stevens in
Conversation with Elle
McNicoll
5 August, 11:00 a.m.
Join Robin Stevens to
celebrate the launch of her
new book Once Upon A
Crime, the latest instalment
from her award-winning
Murder Most UNladylike
series. Stevens will be
in conversation with Elle
McNicoll, to discuss her
exciting new release as
well as the writing process
behind the entire series. As
if this doesn’t already sound
incredible, you’ll even get the
chance to put forward your
own questions! Don’t miss
out, get tickets here.

Cathy Rentzenbrink :
In Conversation with
Philippa Perry
11 August, 7:30 p.m.
Author of The Last Act of
Love, Cathy Rentzenbrink’s
writing is largely focused on
the inner workings of family
life and the factors which
impact it. Rentzenbrink
continues the exploration of
these themes in her debut
fiction novel Everyone is Still
Alive, a promising new title
which should be on your
summer reading list. In this
online event, find out more
about the new release from
the author, as she is joined
by fellow writer Philippa
Perry. Get tickets here.

A Career in Publishing: Marketing

Books on the Hill:
Festival of Culture
14–15 August
The independent bookshop,
Books on the Hill, is bringing
the brand new Festival of
Culture to our tables this
year. Over two days, a variety
of online and in-person
events are on offer, which are
held in various venues across
the historic and beautiful city
of St. Albans. Events include
‘An Introduction to Poetry
Workshop’, ‘In Conversation
with Juliet Jaques’ and
‘Children’s reading with Ross
Montgomery’, so there really
is something for everyone!
As the event is in-person,
there have been precautions
to ensure everyone’s safety.
A full list of events can be
found here, along with ticket
information. Tickets range
from free to £22.15.

5 August, 18:00 p.m.
The next event in the series by Bloomsbury is all about marketing. Listen to
Tia Ali, Marketing Manager for I.B. Tauris and Zed Books, as she discusses her
experiences within the industry, skills you need to excel in marketing, and why
this area of publishing could be the one for you. Book tickets here.
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Edinburgh
International Book
Festival
14 – 30 August
The Edinburgh International
Book Festival is one of
the most prominent and
established literary festivals
in the UK. This year, like
many others, Edinburgh
Book Festival is running a
hybrid programme. This will
feature over 250 events and
will explore themes such
as migration and dazzling
debuts. Not only will many of
these events welcome inperson audiences, but they
will all be streamed live so
audiences throughout the UK
can enjoy the excitement of
the festival.
The festival will take place at
the University of Edinburgh’s
Edinburgh College of Art.
Alongside this, over sixty
of the online events have
BSL interpretation and
have live captions to make
these events are accessible
as possible. There is also
a range of brilliant events
and activities planned for
children in the Baillie Gifford
Children’s Programme. These
are some of our top picks
from the events:

Rethinking ‘Diversity’
in Publishing
19 August, 10:00 a.m.
This event explores the 2020
report “Rethinking ‘Diversity’
in Publishing” which
encouraged professionals
in the publishing industry to
reflect on their practices and

highlighted the importance of
making changes to improve
the industry. This event
takes a look at initiatives
taken within the past year
to improve diversity and
discusses what more can
be done to ensure changes
are fully ingrained and
sustainable. Book tickets for
this event here.

Torrey Peters: Modern
Families, Baby
14 Aug, 17:30 p.m.
At this live event listen to
Torrey Peters, author of
Detransition Baby, as she
discusses with Heather Parry
her experiences as one of the
first openly trans writers to
be published by one of the
‘Big Five’ publishing houses.

Maggie O’Farrell:
Loves, Labours, Loss
21 August, 7:00 p.m.
Listen to this event by
Edinburgh-based Maggie
O’Farrell, author of Hamnet
which won the Women’s
Prize for Fiction. This event
explores how Farrell’s
writing has been shaped
by her experiences with a
neurological condition. This
is a live event, with an author
Q&A.

SYP Oxford’s
Summer Social Media
Takeovers
SYP Oxford have recently
released their summer
schedule of social media
takeovers aimed specifically
at publishing hopefuls and
new starters, kicking off with
the following sessions:
9 August: Studying a
Publishing MA Twitter Q&A.
More info here.
16 August: Jericho Writers
Instagram Q&A.
More info here.
23 August: Mentoring
Schemes Twitter Q&A.
More info here.

You can find out more of the
range of events at the festival
here.

The Publishing Post | Issue 28 | 24

Unputdownable Reads: Captivating
Books You’ll Lose Sleep Over
By Ellie Brady, Sarah Lundy, K elly Stone, Lucy L illystone, A na Matute and A my Wright

Whether it’s thrillers that
hook you and refuse to let
you go, sweeping romances
that occupy your mind or
science fiction tales that
teleport you somewhere else.
Who can resist a captivating
read that you cannot part
with during these long
summer days? Take a look
at some of our favourite
unputdownable books maybe you’ll be tempted
enough to follow us down the
rabbit hole.

the late 20th and early
21st century boom of
Japanese female writers.
The novel looks at four
women connected by their
nightshifts at a Japanese
boxed lunch factory and
their dissatisfaction with
their lives, husbands and
themselves. When one of
the women kills her abusive
husband, the limits of female
solidarity are tested and the
events that follow are fraught
with anxiety and suspicion.
Cue a narrative filled with
the fascinating realities of
normal women and the men
who ask too much of them,
constantly asking what it
means to be an overworked,
underappreciated woman in
a modern patriarchal Japan.

 atch and Kill by
C
Ronan Farrow

O ut by Natsuo Kirino
O ut is the acclaimed
Japanese crime novel by
Natsuo Kirino, the pen
name of Mariko Hashioka,
one of the women leading

This book is the factual
retelling of Ronan Farrow’s
chase to expose Harvey
Weinstein and the many
barriers that blocked his
way. Although this is based
completely on real life
events, it reads like a thriller.
It is unputdownable and
shocking because so much of
it is beyond comprehension.
Despite the heavy subject
matter, Farrow tells this story
with sensitivity while using
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his witty sense of humour
to cut through the tension,
always remaining completely
empathetic to the people
whose stories he is sharing.
To quote TIME magazine’s
review; “as a novel, it would
be a page-turner. As a
reported piece of non-fiction,
it’s terrifying.”

Malibu Rising by
Taylor Jenkins Reid
On a Malibu summer day
in 1983, Nina Riva holds
her infamous annual
party filled with scandal,
debauchery and inevitable
revelations. This year, the
party is like no other as the
evening ends in a scorching,
uncontainable fire. The Riva
siblings shine as compelling
characters who have found
success despite their rocky

upbringing in the shadow of
their rockstar father, Mick
Riva, but who still conceal
many secrets. Juxtaposing
elements of a contemporary
historical beach read with
the shocking suspense of
a thriller, this novel is an
enthralling story in a starstudded world that readers
won’t want to put down until
the very end.

 he Night Circusby
T
Erin Morgenstern

I have one distinct memory
of my time reading The Night
Circus: not being able to put
it down. The Night Circus
follows the story of two
ancient magicians who set
their best pupils against each
other in a magical contest.
The venue? A mysterious
circus that is only open at
night, full of spectacular
amazements. There is a
magical feeling about this
book that is indescribable;
with multifaceted and
morally ambiguous
characters you fall in love
with, breath-taking language
and twists and turns, this is

the kind of book you will stay
up reading until the early
hours of the morning. The
Night Circus is less a reading
experience than a journey. A
journey every single person
should experience at least
once in their lifetime.

 he Curious Incident
T
of the Dog in the
Night-Timeby Mark
Haddon
After I finished my
dissertation, I had an awful
reader’s block in which I
couldn’t find the right book
for me, until I started
The Curious Incident of
the Dog in the Night-Time,
a perfect read if you need
something light and catchy,
but also special.

dog was murdered, leading
him to make unexpected
changes his to daily habits.

Small Pleasuresby
Clare Chambers
Small Pleasuresby Clare
Chambers is a poignant
yet gripping read that will
draw you in after only a
few pages. Set in 1957 in
the suburbs of southeast
London, a reporter’s quiet
life is turned upside down
when she must cover a
peculiar story that supports
the feasibility of a virgin
birth. A unique tale involving
both mystery and romance,
we follow Jean as she begins
her dubious investigation
into the possibility
of parthenogenesis
in mammals, whilst
simultaneously navigating
both friendship and love.
Small Pleasures is truly
captivating and would make
the perfect book club read;
a one-of-a-kind novel that
deserves more recognition.

This book is a portrait of the
mind of a teen with autism
and, in a very comic and
innocent way, we come to
understand how Christopher
feels and how different
his life can be. We follow
Christopher in his journey to
discover how his neighbour’s
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Upskilling Tips for Interviews
By A melia Bashford, A nnabella
C ostantino, Misha Manani and
Rowan Groat
You want to work in
publishing and you’ve got
an interview – now what?
Including commonly asked
questions, video interviews
tips and online resources,
here’s our best advice on
how to prepare. But most
of all, remember to be
yourself, research as much
as possible, smile and try
not to overthink!

catalogues, campaigns etc.
– whatever is relevant to that
specific job.

and objectives. Also talk
about your achievements,
challenges and the outcome.

Familiarise yourself with
your CV and cover letter:
Read the application
in relation to your CV.
Sometimes interviewers will
reference these and you
don’t want to be unprepared.

Assessments: Find out
if any tasks or tests are
involved and if these can be
prepared for. This is quite
common in publishing. An
editorial team may ask you to
proofread a piece of text and
a production team could ask
you to describe a book.

How To Prepare

Glassdoor: Check this out
for other people’s interview
experiences and example
questions. Don’t be deterred
if not all reviews are positive!
Everyone’s experience will be
different.

Read the job description
thoroughly: Use research
from writing your CV, cover
letter and application as well
as company culture, mission
statements, current and past

STAR technique: Prepare
answers to competencybased questions using the
STAR format (Situation, Task,
Action, Result). Describe the
circumstances, your actions

Always ask questions:
Don’t forget to prepare up
to five questions for the
interviewers. This is your
opportunity to clarify any
uncertainties, discover more
about the role and decide
if the company is right for
you. Some good questions
are “What does success look

like in this role?” or “What is
your favourite book to have
worked on?”

senior member of a team.
What was compelling about
your suggestion?”

Common Questions

Video Interview Tips

Questions will vary, adhering
to the job requirements.
There will likely be a mixture
of introductory, competencybased and technical
questions. Some will be skillbased. Others will present
a situation and ask for your
response.

During the pandemic,
interviews have been
conducted virtually. This
may be a trend that will
continue. We want to give
you some tips to make video
interviews less nerve-racking
and increase your chances of
success.

Motivation: “What about
this role interests you?”,
“Why do you want to work
for our company?” or “Why
do you want to work in this
industry?”

Write pre-prepared notes:
Take advantage of being
remote and have some notes
(either typed or written) in
view – this is useful if your
mind goes blank! Have a pen
and paper to hand to take
note of questions asked, or
useful information relating to
the job.

Communication: “Tell us
about a time when your
communication skills made a
difference” or “How do you
adapt your communication
style for different situations?”
Time Management & MultiTasking: “This role involves
a lot of multitasking. How do
you manage your workload?”
IT & Admin: “How do you
deal with learning new
systems?” or “Give me
an example of when your
administrative abilities have
been effective”
Teamwork: “Provide an
example of a time you
showed strong teamwork
skills?” or “Why is teamwork
important in this job?”
Leadership: “Tell me about
a time you influenced the
decision of a manager or
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Think about your setup:
Ensure you are familiar
with the platform that your
interviewer will use. Check
your microphone and
camera are working and do
a trial run beforehand. Keep
your background tidy and
professional. In case your
internet fails, have more
than one point of contact for
your interviewer – this shows
reliability!
Have a glass of water
nearby: In-person
interviewers might provide a
glass of water. Nerves can be

unsettling, but having water
gives you a chance to think.
Don’t do yourself a disservice
by not having water nearby.
Make eye contact: Stick
a post-it note beside your
camera to serve as a
reminder for you to look
there when talking, rather
than at the interviewer’s
faces on screen. The
importance of eye contact
cannot be overstated.
Avoid common non-verbal
mistakes: Some forms of
body language can hinder
your interview performance:
bad posture, fidgeting,
overdoing gestures and
not smiling.

Online Resources
Creative Access: They have
a wide selection of blogs
on their website, including
this blog post on how to
ace an interview with book
publishers.
Twitter: Check out
@pubinterns for industry
insights and advice. Their
blog post remains relevant to
publishing hopefuls in 2021.
Atwood Tate: As one of
the leading publishing
recruitment companies, they
have provided some useful
advice regarding interview
preparation on their website.
Thanks for reading our
Upskilling Tips for Interviews!
Join us again for Issue 29
where we will be sharing
application tips.
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A Good Book: Indie Reviews
By A melia Bashford

Often our shelves are
stacked high with a plethora
of incredible books published
by ‘The Big 5’. But, it is
important to remember to
support smaller publishers
and we want to give you
some recommendations that
are often overlooked on the
major bestseller lists.
Below are three of our top
favourite books published by
independent publishers in
the past year.

THIS GOOD BOOK
Iain Hood writes beautifully
in his debut novel, This Good
Book, published by Renard
Press. The work of a true
poet, this book is as dark
and psychotic as it is
beautiful and delicate. Born
and raised in Glasgow, Iain
writes what he knows, from
the street names to the
clever twisted humour.
Set in Glasgow, this story
follows a young artist’s
search for perfection in
her painting as her friend
finds new fame. Effortlessly
juggling complex issues
surrounding religion and
self-acceptance, This Good
Book is a must-read for
every struggling artist and
anyone that has ever taken
something too far.
When Susan first sets her
eyes on Douglas from across
the room, she knows he
is the only one that can
do justice to her crucifix
painting. With an overbearing
Christian mother who spouts
the Bible at every chance
she gets, it is no wonder the
painting Susan fixates her
attention on is the crucifixion
of Christ himself. She must
paint Douglas as Christ; the
moment she realises this is
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the moment she can never
have anyone else. Together,
between painting Douglas for
her art and going to award
shows to celebrate his, the
two form the most unlikely
friendship.
Whilst Douglas is praised
for his weird and wacky
art under the bright lights
of fame and glamour, his
modelling for Susan’s longsuffering Christ grows more
sinister as the years go by.
Susan’s art spends years
hiding in the shadows, never
good enough for her to show
in the light of day.
No book has ever reminded
me of The Picture of Dorian
Grey quite like this, not for a
similar storyline, but for the
feeling I felt whilst reading
it. Both question the lengths
taken in the name of art
whilst making you acutely
aware of your skewed moral
compass.

THE ART OF
DROWNING
The Art of Drowning is
another debut book, this
time written by Abigail Wild
and published by Cable
Creek Publishing. Abigail’s
wonderous writing, coupled
with their expert publishing,
has created a masterpiece
that will have the coldest
of hearts softening and the
driest of eyes crying. The tale
follows the lives of Larkin
and Reagan, competitors
in everything with a strong
hatred for each other.
However, the two have more
in common than either of
them realises.
Two years after the accident
that left her with postconcussion syndrome, Larkin
finally returns to school. No
longer the same person, she
soon becomes aware of how
much has changed in her
absence. Larkin’s mental
health becomes increasingly
concerning as she struggles
to return to this new reality,
feeling more alone than ever.

Reagan reels with anger as
Larkin returns to school,
awful as her accident was, it
gave Reagan the opportunity
for the perfect life. Reagan
has the gorgeous boyfriend
and the top spot on the
soccer team, all of which
are now under threat as
Larkin returns. However,
her priorities’ may not be as
superficial as they seem.
Perfect for lovers of 13
Reasons Why and The
Midnight Library, Abigail Wild
has encapsulated the harsh
realities of mental health
perfectly with sensitivity and
understanding, all whilst
wrapped up in a gripping
story. This book is not to
be missed.

focusing on her every move.
Before she can ask his name,
screaming comes from
outside. Suddenly Abby and
her sister find themselves
thrown into the world of the
supernatural, fighting off the
demon Silven in the hope
to save the world as they
know it.
Well written and fast-paced,
this 200-page imaginative
rollercoaster is the perfect
read for all abilities and
attention spans. Fans of
Twilight and Harry Potter
alike will be captivated by
this modern-day merging of
the two worlds.

HELL’S DAUGHTER
Written by teenager Trinity
Rose Crane and published
by Jasami Publishing, this
book also includes glorious
illustrations. Together they
have created a classic
young adult tale of warlocks,
vampires and werewolves. As
Trinity Rose Crane’s debut
book, this is an exciting
insight into her future as
an author. Here at The
Publishing Post cannot wait
to see what her imagination
brings us next.
Following the life of Abby
and her twin Holly, Hell’s
Daughter begins as Holly and
Abby are getting ready for a
party. As Abby walks in, she
instantly sets her sights on
a boy standing in the corner,
his piercing eyes steadily
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International Shelf: Classics
from Around the Globe
By Megan Powell and L aura Hasson

Welcome back, this week
we speak with Meg and
her ‘international shelf’,
focusing on the love she has
for classic literature. In this
article Meg will introduce us
to three books she believes
should be on your shelves.

Introduce yourself
Meg...
I’m an English student in
my final year at university,
with ambitions to work in
publishing in the editorial
department. I currently
review literature on my blog
and I am an avid
Instagrammer of all
things books.

Why classic literature?
This genre sparked my
eternal love for reading. The
experience of reading classic
novels provides a deeper
level of escapism, not just
from the story but also the
transportation to different
historical societies all over
the world.

How do you pick a
book?
I try to follow my to be
read pile, but I love finding

recommendations through
The Publishing Post and
the book community on
Instagram. The cover is also
a selling point for me despite
the idiom ‘don’t judge a book
by its cover’.
Let’s explore your
‘International Shelf’ Classics
edition:

El ingenioso hidalgo
Don Quixote de la
Mancha by Miguel de
Cervantes (Spain)
Originally published in two
parts, this novel is regarded
as the most translated book
in the world. A product of
the Spanish Golden Age,
Don Quixote received instant
success and continues to
grow in popularity from 1605.
Don Quixote is determined
to epitomise the nobility and
heroism found in the books
he reads. In his journey, he
experiences strengths and
failures with squire Sancho
Panza. His bid to save the
world is initially remarked as
crazy by those around him
but turns into pity when he
causes more harm than good.
The qualities of the titular
character have inspired the
term ‘quixotic’, which was
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created after the novel’s
publication, establishing the
constant influence of this
classic.
Cervantes’ radical message
through Don Quixote
explicates an individual being
right in a wronged society.
I appreciate the message
behind the character of Don
Quixote, where he tries to
change the world, but the
world doesn’t want to be
changed and thinks their
society is right, instead the
individual must be wrong to
think differently.

Madame Bovary:
Mœurs de province
by Gustave Flaubert
(France)
When it comes to French
classics, I’m sure that
the works of Victor Hugo
will instantly spring to the
forefront of your mind.
However, Flaubert takes the
spotlight on my shelf with
his debut classic Madame
Bovary. Published in 1857,
the novel’s popularity rose
due to public reaction,
questioning the obscenity
featured. Emma’s marriage to
Charles Bovary proves to be
dull and not like the dreams

she had as a child. Her
satisfaction is tested as
her expectations from
passionate romantic
fantasies are not met.
When Rudolphe expresses
his interest in Emma. their
very indiscreet affair begins,
with Charles remaining
oblivious. Soon Emma’s
efforts and affections grow
tiresome for Rudolphe, he
leaves, and her debt grows.
Then past love is rekindled
when she encounters Leon,
commencing Emma’s second
love affair. This time she
grows bored with Leon and
her crippling debt causes the
character to compensate in
extreme lengths.
Like many classics I love,
the obscenity trial allowed
Flaubert’s novel to become
a bestseller. It highlights the
masterful literary realism,
sparking the European realist
movement.

Vojna i mir by Leo
Tolstoy (Russia)
It is no secret that Tolstoy
is synonymous with tome.
The Russian author has
written many epic classics,
such as Anna Karenina, but
held in even more esteem is
War and Peace (1869). With
approximately 1225 pages
and almost 600 characters,
Tolstoy’s narrative provides
an enticing historical and
philosophical account,
full of fascinating insight.
Tolstoy’s critical narrative
explores the French invasion

of Russia and the Napoleonic
impact of Russian society
through aristocratic families.
Although there is no central
character, it is full of
historical figures and mainly
follows Pierre Bezukhov,
Prince Andrei Bolkonsky and
Natasha Rostov.
Tolstoy presents a social
commentary on the struggles
the Russians faced because
of Napoleon’s invasion. This
revolutionary novel depicts
real characters surviving
through crisis and political
change, with qualities
transferable to our society
today. Tolstoy will get you,
thinking, questioning and
examining your attitude
to life through the wisdom
poured onto every page. Not
to mention the captivating
details throughout the
novel from battlefields to
aristocratic parties. The vivid
descriptions capture the true

essence of what I love about
international classic novels,
fully immersing the reader
into a new place/country
without having to leave
your seat.
Thanks, Meg, for those
insights, your international
shelf took us on a brilliant
historical journey. Join us
next week when we explore
another shelf.
Happy Reading Everyone!
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This Is Our Undoing by
Lorraine Wilson:
Review and Interview
By Elizabeth O ladoyin

Without giving too much
away, This Is Our Undoing
follows Lina Stephenson as
she juggles her assignment
of monitoring wildlife in the
Rila Mountains of a postapocalyptic Bulgaria and
attempting to evacuate
her family from London.
She begins the process
of covertly relocating her
family following the death
of a politician that she is
very loosely attached to by
virtue of her past activism
with an ex-boyfriend,
who was apprehended on
suspicion of committing the
crime. When asked about
what inspirations and life
experiences encouraged her
to tell this story, the author,
Lorraine Wilson, responded:
“A sense of powerlessness,
basically. When I started
formulating ideas for this
story, Trump had just been
elected and Brexit just voted
for. I was utterly heartsore
and sick with anger at
what was becoming the
mainstream political ideology
in the UK and the US. This Is
Our Undoing isn’t a politically

driven novel, but it is about
the choices we as individuals
make to be kind or not, to
forgive or not, to see or not
to see – which is about our
own private humanity, isn’t
it? This then ripples out to
society’s humanity, too. The
other influence was simply
the setting. I’ve recently
spent time in the Rila
Mountains where the book
is set, and I’ve previously
worked in Boreal forests in
Poland and Russia. The sheer
biodiversity and scale of the
forest in the Rila Mountains
is a biologist’s dream. It is
imbued with folklore and
traditions that add a whole
other layer of magic to it. So
as the story idea was starting
to seed itself, I had this
setting already in my mind
and I just couldn’t resist the
contrast between a dystopian
society and this stunning
wilderness.”
As Lorraine previously
mentioned, though set
in a dystopian world, the
book’s primary focus is the
complexity of its characters
and the differences with
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which they experience this
futuristic society. Lorraine
goes onto explain that:
“I deliberately didn’t write a
‘post-apocalyptic’ scenario –
there’s been no world war or
plague or whatever, because
I think the greatest danger
to the future of society is
not in some big crisis event,
but in the gradual drift, the
cumulative normalisation.
The background politics in
my novel are my view on
where we could easily end
up just by letting the hateful
parts of society continue
to creep forward, to frame
the narrative and nudge
‘the norm’ constantly in the
direction of their choosing.
My first hope is definitely
that readers will connect
with the characters in the
story. If readers also take
any political message away
from it, then I hope it’s that
perhaps it does matter what
choices they make, and
perhaps it’s worth making
the more uncomfortable
choices today instead of
tomorrow. My end goal was
to say that even when you

feel powerless, there is great
power in the small acts – the
reaching out of a hand, the
standing up, the saying ‘no’.
And also perhaps to say that
you aren’t defined by your
traumas, you are defined
by how you heal from them.
I remind myself that very
few people who are selfish,
bigoted or cruel are those
things out of a deliberate ‘I
want to be cruel’ choice –
they are that way because
they are jealous, comfortably
oblivious or insecure. The
political underpinnings
were the framework within
which I wanted to explore
those themes, because
they are the framework
within which anyone who
is disenfranchised or
marginalised has to negotiate
their whole lives.”
The book manages to cover
more genres than just its
dystopian theme. Elements
from other popular genres,
such as murder mysteries
and suspense thrillers, are
woven into the story, what
with the attempt to uncover
who was responsible for the
death of Christopher Wiley
and the mysterious blackouts
of equipment. There is also
a heist-like quality to the
first half of the book, as Lina
struggles to evacuate her
family with the rapid, almost
feverish, communication she
has with old associates to
safely transport them.

“Something that has always
interested me is how much
of ourselves we reveal in
how we view (and treat) the
natural world, and I play with
that a bit in this book. For
Lina (my main character),
the wilderness is her refuge,
it’s a place of belonging, of
safety and joy, despite its
dangers. For the locals, it
symbolises belonging and
faith and livelihood. For
Kai, a young and very lost
boy, it becomes a source
of hope, whereas for Kai’s
older brother, it’s hostile
and intimidating. I think
that’s very telling about the
characters, and it was fun to
play with this aspect of the
setting-as-mirror when I
was writing.”
On other resources or books
she would recommend to her
readers, Lorraine says:

and moves you emotionally,
whether fact or fiction is
great… As long as we seek to
be compassionate, that will
feed into our understanding
of the world.”
Overall, there is plenty
to enjoy about this book,
from its captivating, scenic
descriptions of the wildlife
surrounding Lina at the
station where she works, to
the realistic and humanising
portrayal of antagonists and
their motivations. For those
who enjoy a fantastic and
awe-inspiring slow build,
where the world around
the character shares equal
importance with their growth,
this one’s for you. I highly
recommend everyone to go
and grab a copy!

“I don’t really like saying
‘you must read X to
understand this issue’
because I think there’s a
wealth of information out
there and we are all coming
to an understanding from
different starting points.
You have to find the voices
that speak most clearly to
your blindspots (and they
aren’t always in books
due to systemic biases
in who makes it onto the
bookshelves). I think reading
anything that challenges you,
that takes you just a little bit
beyond your comfort zone
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