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Hajar Press Announces
Roster of New Authors
The creation of new diverse
imprints and publishing houses will
go a long way in helping the UK’s
publishing industry become a more
inclusive place. Hajar Press is a new
independent publisher seeking to
provide an output for Black voices.
It is run by and for people of colour,
and it launched in August this year
by Brekhna Aftab and Farhaana
Arefin through a crowdfunding
campaign. Initially, they will publish
six to eight books per year.
Hajar’s core aim is to tackle

institutional racism within the
industry by publishing a range of
fiction and non-fiction that engages
with politics. On their website, they
state that they reject the kind of
token diversity currently seen in
the industry and will endeavour to
challenge structural inequalities
on their own terms. Most of the
authors announced for 2021’s
publication slate are first time
authors, providing a much needed
platform for writers who may
otherwise have gone undiscovered

without the emergence of these
new publishers seeking to level the
playing field for people of colour.
Their first titles will include a
historical novella by Yara Hawari, a
poetry collection by Lola Olufemi,
and a collection of poetry and
short stories by Jamal Mehmood.

During her keynote
speech at the Frankfurt
Book Fair, Booker Prize
winner Bernardine
Evaristo told publishers
they need to “radically
alter the demography
of their employees
and publish a healthy,
inclusive, diverse,

exciting range of good books
from a range of communities
and for every kind of
readership,” and rejected the
idea there was no demand
for books by writers of colour.
Although existing publishers
have been taking small steps
to ensure they are catering
to Black readers, presses

like Hajar will quicken
the process of making UK
publishing more inclusive,
and ensure that diversity
is not just a commercial
trend.

New Projects We’re
Excited About
The publishing industry still has a long way to go to ensure
the work of Black creators gains the exposure it deserves.
Below is a round-up of some of the new projects by Black
authors that have recently been announced.

Hidden Histories by Afua Hirsch
Hidden Histories aims to tackle the existing school curriculum and fix current omissions
in the type of history that is taught to schoolchildren, specifically Britain’s colonial past.
Upon leaving school everyone is familiar with the Tudors and World War II, but most
lessons hesitate to build children’s understanding of themes like slavery and imperialism.
Hirsch plans to correct this as the book’s synopsis reads:
“...by telling the incredible, surprising, amusing, and poignant stories of Black
figures from British history – stories that British children have never heard before. The
stories she tells are about Black people, but this is not Black history. It’s the history of
Britain, told through the lens of these hidden histories.

Lola Olufemi

Jamal Mehmood

Yara Hawari

Publisher and press co-founder Brekhna
Aftab said:
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“We are incredibly proud to have a roster of writers who define what
this project is all about, and with them we are building a community
that responds to the erasure of our stories in revolutionary and truly
beautiful ways. From the bottom of our hearts, we thank everyone
who has contributed to the Crowdfunder so far – your support
means the world to us.”

New Film Series to Feature the
Life of Author Alex Wheatle
Small Axe is an upcoming anthology film series focusing on the West Indian
experience in London from the 1960s to the 1980s. It is directed by Steve McQueen,
most famous for the 12 Years a Slave adaptation. Wheatle is set to appear in the
fifth episode, in which his experience as a Black author will be told. He is known for
a number of books, with his latest project, Cane Warriors, exploring “the horrors of
the British slave trade, and the brave men and women who stood up to it and did all
they could to overthrow their cruel masters and make a bid for freedom.”
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Becoming Muhammad Ali to be
Published for Black History Month
On 20 October, Jacaranda Books published a biographical novel of the famous boxer’s
life to inspire young readers. It follows the discrimination Ali faced in school and how
he fell in love with boxing. Jazzmine Breary, Sales, Marketing, and Publicity Manager at
Jacaranda Books, said:
“Becoming Muhammad Ali is one of the most important new books for young
readers this autumn and a particularly inspiring story for Black History Month. 2020 has
been a difficult year for the Black community and young people have been deeply affected.
It is important to remind them of powerful, talented, and socially conscious Black heroes
who not only excelled in their own areas of expertise, but who stood up for civil rights and
equality. We are so proud to be able to bring this title to a UK audience.”

Stephen Buoro Lands Deal with
Bloomsbury for His ‘Astonishing’
Debut
The Five Sorrowful Mysteries of Andy Africa will be published as a lead title in 2022. After an
eight-way auction, the title was acquired for an impressive six-figure sum, suggesting that
the commercial value of Black authors is finally being recognised. The novel is narrated
by teenager Andrew Aziza who lives in Nigeria. It explores important themes of identity,
inheritance, religion and colonialism. When asked about the deal, Buoro commented:
“I’m incredibly delighted to work with Alexis Kirschbaum and Bloomsbury to publish my
debut, The Five Sorrowful Mysteries of Andy Africa. I can’t wait for readers to meet Andy and
his droogs, to discover his mysteries and his world.”

Publishers Honour Black History
Month Together with First Time
Event
At the time this article was
written at 8:00 p.m. on 15
October, the BAME networks
of Hachette, HarperCollins and
Penguin Random House came
together for the first time to
mark Black History Month with
a webinar.
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The Bookseller described the
webinar as an event that aims
to look after the minds of Black
publishing professionals. Agnes
Mwakatuma, founder of Black
Minds Matter UK – a charity that
connects Black individuals and
families with free mental health
services – and two licensed
therapists offered advice to Black

publishing staff on how to
take care of their mental
health in the workplace.
Discussion points included
microaggressions, how
collective trauma can present
itself in the workplace, and
the impact of George Floyd’s
death on Black Lives Matter.
Hachette’s network for

Hachette’s network for BAME
employees, THRIVE, also
spearheaded a series of events
to celebrate Black authors and
publishing professionals. A
Black Love panel took place on
14 October and focused on the
importance of seeing Black love
in books and on screen. Author
Francine Toon (@FrancineElena)
tweeted praise for the panel,
“Brilliant discussion on Black Love
this evening with @Lizeokoh,
@BeeBabs and @SareetaDomingo
hosted by @THRIVEHachette”, and
asked panellist Sareeta Domingo
for a regular podcast.
Another panel on 21 October will
feature some prominent names
in Black activism, their roles,
Black Britons who inspired them,
and the importance of activism.
The remaining panel, ‘Publishers
and Agents of Tomorrow’, will
take place on 29 October and be
chaired by Sharmaine Lovegrove.
This panel and its focus on how to
break into the publishing industry
will be a great talk hopefuls, with
Editorial Assistants and Literary
Agents offering their expertise.
Hachette CEO David Shelley did
not shy away from the difficulties
this year has brought, commenting
in The Bookseller:

“Black History Month has
always been a time to
celebrate the contributions
of Black creatives to
our publishing and our
culture. This year, sadly
we must also reflect on

the disproportionate
impact of coronavirus on
the Black community and
the unacceptable racial
injustices we have seen
played out in the headlines
since [the killing of]
George Floyd.”
Co-Chairs of THRIVE, Ebyan Egal
and Joelyn Rolston-Esdelle,
expressed their excitement
at joining other publishers
reflected on the importance of
this support:

“We’re incredibly excited
to be partnering with our
fellow network chairs at
Elevate and Colour[Full] to
host this session with Black
Minds Matter UK. With
World Mental Health day
taking place during Black
History Month and given
the traumatic events of this
year, we felt it pertinent to
organise a workshop that
focuses on mental health
and wellbeing for our
Black colleagues across
the industry.”

These events show the
industry’s slowly increasing
support of Black publishing
professionals and hopefuls,
with the biggest three
publishers in the UK
recognising the role they need
to play in honouring Black
lives. Their combined support
this Black History Month is a
testament to how traumatising
this year has been and shows
the strength of an industry that
seemingly wants to try to pick
each other back up again. This
event was the first of its kind
– a start, but we will hopefully
see this support, celebration,
and open discussion carried
forward.
All proceeds from the event
will go to Black Minds Matter
UK.
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On the occasion of Black History
Month, we decided to create a list
of books in translation written by
black authors in order to give more
space to their voices. This list is
not a ranking, but an opportunity
to bring book lovers closer to new
titles! We have also reviewed
some of our favourite titles. The
titles in this list range from novels
to academic articles so that there
is something for all tastes. Make
yourself comfortable and enjoy
your reading.
1. The Bridge of Beyond by Simone SchwarzBart, translated by Barbara Bray
2. La Bastarda: A Novel by Trifonia Melibea
Obono, translated by Lawrence Schimel
3. The Sun on My Head by Geovani Martins,
translated by Julia Sanches
4. An African in Greenland by Tété-Michel
Kpomassie, translated by James Kirkup
5. Beyond the Rice Field by Naivo, translated by
Allison M. Charette
6. The World is Moving Around Me: A Memoir
of the Haiti Earthquake by Dany Laferrière,
translated by David Homel
7. Abandoned Baobab: The Autobiography of a
Senegalese Woman by Ken Bugul, translated by
Marjolijn De Jager
8. The Other Side of the Sea by Louis-Philippe
Dalembert, translated by Robert H. McCormick
Jr
9. The Great Camouflage: Writings of Dissent
(1941-1945) by Suzanne Cesaire, edited by
Daniel Maximin and translated by Keith L.
Walker
10. Selected Poems of Corsino Forte by Corsino
Fortes, translated by Daniel Hahn and Sean
O’Brien
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That Hair by Djaimilia Pereira de
Almeida, translated by Eric M. B.
Becker
That Hair, as the protagonist Mila says herself,
is the story of “at least two countries and, by
extension, the indirect story of the relations
among several continents: a geopolitics.” When
she is just three years old, Mila, the daughter of
an Angolan mother and Portuguese father, and
moves to Lisbon. The novel starts with Mila in a
hair salon, having her first haircut at six months
old. Throughout the novel, the reader witnesses
Mila’s life through her haircuts. As the author
recounts Mila’s grandparents’ lives, an element
of transgenerational fiction offers a look into the
results of colonialism, tracing the protagonist’s
ancestor’s voyages from Africa to Europe in an
attempt to clarify what place Mila occupies in her
world. Using her hair, Mila gains consciousness
of herself and what it means to be a Black
Portuguese woman living in an ever-changing
Europe and world.

Honouring Black Authors
in Translation
The Old Slave and the Mastiff by
Patrick Chamoiseau, translated
by Linda Coverdale
Patrick Chamoiseau’s The Old Slave and
the Mastiff recounts the escape of an old
slave being viscerally and wildly hunted by
a ferociously unrelenting hound through the
primeval forest of Martinique. The deeper man
and beast foray into the forest the more both
lose their tenacious hold on life’s meaning
and how language and its structures coral the
world they inhabit.
Through hallucinatory episodes that
recall Odysseus’ underworld or Rushdie’s
Sundarbans swamps in Midnight’s Children,
the old slave enters into communion with
By Night The Mountain Burns (& Other
the long decimated indigenous populations
Stories, 2014) by Juan Tomás Ávila
of the island. Invested in vestiges of the self
and of how Creole histories influence the
Laurel, translated by Jethro Soutar.
Caribbean perspective, Chamoiseau’s writing
is very sensual and incantatory. At the heart
By Night The Mountain Burns marks only the
of creolite theory lies the notion of multiple
second time a book from Equatorial Guinea has been
identities for one’s self, a multiplicity echoed in
translated into English – a hardly surprising figure
Linda Coverdale’s wonderful translation, where
given the dictatorial hold the country’s government
French and Creole words are maintained
has on its local media outlets. Native author Juan
next to English ones highlighting that this is a
Tomás Ávila Laurel, is one writer who has refused to
translation.
be silenced, repeatedly resisting and protesting his
country’s repressive regime, even making headlines in
The nullifying of any identity or clichéd role by
2011 due to his anti-government hunger strike.
the old man is an eerie prism of what slavery
inflicted upon countless victims. Chamoiseau’s
Ávila Laurel’s novel is determined to see that his
tale of retraced footsteps through bloody ferns country’s voice is not stifled, beautifully drawing upon
is a dizzying flight for freedom across woods
its oral tradition as it recounts the author’s looselycapable of total immersion of all your senses
autobiographical memories of growing up on the
and selves.
remote island of Annobón.
Centred around the narrator’s mysterious grandfather – a hermit who refuses to participate in the
island’s traditions – By Night, at times, recalls the magical realism of Gabriel García Márquez. Yet, while
Márquez’ writing directly inserted the fantastical into the everyday, Ávila Laurel evokes the
magical indirectly through the eyes of his child narrator, who struggles to understand the
superstitious beliefs of the island’s inhabitants, and the various trials the island itself suffers.
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Notes
From
the
North

5 Books to
Read by Black
Northern
Writers

Within wider efforts to promote regional diversity in publishing, the importance of highlighting
underrepresented and minority voices in Northern writing cannot be overstated. In this issue, in
celebration of Black History Month, we hope to bring attention to some of the exciting recent titles
from Black writers working in the North.

The Terrible by Yrsa Daley-Ward
Penguin Books, 2018

Yrsa Daley-Ward first rose to fame through her Instagram poetry,
publishing her first full collection, bone, in 2014. Her most recent title,
The Terrible, takes a more personal approach through its focus on DaleyWard’s own life, narrating her experiences as a child growing up in NorthWest England through a series of sharp, honest poems. The collection is
focused on her difficult journey to adolescence, touching on her struggles
with mental health, drug abuse and tumultuous family relationships.
The poetic narrative itself is especially interesting, taking a stream-ofconsciousness approach and experimenting with unusual style and form.
The book won the 2019 J. R. Ackerley Prize for Autobiography and has
been lauded with praise since its release. Both raw and unflinching, this is
definitely worth a read.

And the Stars Were Burning Brightly by Danielle Jawando
Simon and Schuster, 2018

This is Danielle Jawando’s first novel, published in February 2020. Prior to
this debut, Jawando had already made her name as a writer, having had
several short plays performed at the King’s Arms in Manchester (where she
was born), and at Stratford Circus in London. She also worked as a storyline
writer for Coronation Street in 2015 and in 2019 was selected as one of the
six finalists for the We Need Diverse Books short story competition with
The Deerstalker.
And the Stars Were Burning Brightly follows fifteen-year-old Nathan, whose
life is torn apart upon discovering that his older brother, Al, has taken his
own life. Nathan becomes determined to find out the truth about what
led to the tragedy, with the story touching on the devastating reality of
bullying, mental health and grief. The book’s publisher, Simon & Schuster,
describes And the Stars Were Burning Brightly as “an extraordinary novel
about loss, understanding and the importance of speaking up when all
you want to do is shut down”, as well as being “perfect for fans of Angie
Thomas, Gayle Foreman, Jennifer Niven and Nikesh Shukla”.

My Name Is Why by Lemn Sissay
Canongate, 2019

This powerful autobiography recounts Lemn Sissay’s extraordinary life
story, exploring how failures in the British care system led to him being
stolen from his Ethiopian mother and growing up unaware of his family
and heritage – even his own name.
His story is tragic and utterly heart-breaking to read, in its scathing
exposition of years of unforgivable treatment by those in a position of
power. Lemn’s resilience throughout, however, is remarkable, especially
the refuge that he finds in poetry. The inclusion of real government
reports and documents throughout the book provides an unusual but
very effective memoir style, assisting in its critique of the neglectful
decisions that tore apart his childhood. The result is an incredibly moving
experience that explores the complexities of race, identity and growing
up in care.

Manchester Happened by Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi
Oneworld, 2019

Zebra by Ian Humphries
Nine Arches Press, 2019

Published in April 2019, Zebra is Ian Humphrey’s debut poetry collection.
Humphrey currently lives in West Yorkshire and has been widely
published in journals and anthologies, including The Poetry Review, The
Rialto, Ambit, Magma and The Forward Book of Poetry 2019.
Nine Arches Press describes Zebra as a “heady cocktail of the playful,
political and mythical” whilst also being “a creature of opposites – light
and dark, countryside and cityscape, highs and lows”. Its poetry, as
the publisher observes, “shimmers with music, wit and humour while
exploring mixed identities, otherness, and coming-of-age as a gay man in
1980s Manchester”. Through his collection, Humphreys pays homage to
minority writers, LGBT civil rights activists, 70s queer night-clubbers and
his own mixed-race parents.
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This is Manchester-based writer Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi’s first
story collection, shortlisted for the Hearst Big Book Awards in 2019. The
narrative follows a series of Ugandan characters who have settled in
England, juxtaposing their different experiences of living in the cities of
Manchester and Kampala.
Within these stories are an interesting and creative range of perspectives,
with some characters crossing into multiple chapters, giving the book a
well-crafted, interwoven feel. The quiet observations of their everyday
lives – while deceptively simple – are both poignant and entertaining.
The dialogue in particular, which is rich with Ugandan vocabulary, is very
fun and vibrant and is definitely a stand-out aspect of the book overall.
Together, the stories allow the collection to observe differences in
culture, politics and heritage, creating an insightful reflection on what it
means to ‘belong.’
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Publishing Events –
Black History Month

THRIVE Hachette’s Black History Month
THRIVE is Hachette’s BAME Employee Network which
aims to build people up, bring people together and build
cultural awareness.

INTRODUCTION
Our Events Roundup is dedicated to the celebration of Black History
Month. Our top picks include talks from Black authors and activists through
Penguin Live and Hachette’s BAME networks, book clubs and book readings,
an interactive workshop to increase confidence in writing about Black
lives and Black history, an anthology showcasing diverse African women’s
writings and a lecture discussing the impact of lived experiences of racism.

BLACK ACTIVISM
WHEN: Wednesday 21
October, 7:00 p.m.
WHERE: Zoom (donation
based)

Join Hachette’s Black History Month series with an evening aimed
PUBLISHERS AND
AGENTS OF TOMORROW at the publishers and agents of tomorrow. The event will be
WHEN: Thursday 29 October,
7:00 p.m.
WHERE: Zoom (donation
based)
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Part of Hachette’s Black History Month series in which Arike
Oke, Managing Director of the Black Cultural Archives, will be in
discussion with activists and Hachette authors. Alexandra Wilson,
Patrick Vernon and Dr Shola Mos-Shogbamimu will discuss their
roles as strong activists for Black people in their respective fields,
the importance of activism in everyday life and the Black Britons
that have inspired them.

chaired by Sharmaine Lovegrove (Publisher of Dialogue Books)
and feature Kwaku Osei-Afrifa (Editorial Assistant at Hodder
Studio), Nelle Andrew (Agent at Rachel Mills Literary) and Silé
Edwards (Agent at Mushens Entertainment). All proceeds from this
talk will be donated to the Stephen Lawrence Charitable Trust.
This talk is limited to 100 people on a first-come basis.
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ALICIA GARZA FOR
PENGUIN LIVE: THE
PURPOSE OF POWER

THE FIRST WOMAN
WITH AUTHOR JENNIFER
NANSUBUGA MAKUMBI
WHEN: Monday 26 October, 7:00
p.m.

Join prize-winning Ugandan novelist and short story writer
Jennifer Nansubuga Makumbi to discuss her new novel. The First
Woman follows Kirabo on her journey to become a young woman
and to find her place in the world as the dictatorship of Idi Amin
transforms her country.

WHEN: Tuesday 27 October,
5:00 p.m.

This event celebrates Black voices in Nottingham and is presented
by the Sutton Bonington student-staff Equality Diversion and
Inclusion team group at the University of Nottingham. You will need
to register for this free event.

WHERE: Online (Free)

23RD GWENDOLYN
BROOKS BLACK WRITERS’
CONFERENCE 2020
WHEN: Wednesday 28 October,
10:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. CST and
Thursday 29 October, 2:30 to
4:30 p.m. CST

Join Chicago State University’s Gwendolyn Brooks Centre for Black
Literature and Creative Writing for a literary celebration of Black
love! ‘Quite a Time for Loving: Black Love in the New Century’ is a
free online conference open to the public. See the full schedule on
Eventbrite.

WHEN: Wednesday 28 October,
5:00 p.m.

Run by the Kingston University Reading Group and Kingston
Libraries as part of the University’s celebration of British Black
History, the reading group will discuss Candice Carty-Williams’
best-selling novel Queenie.

WHERE: Online (Free)

IDENTIFYING YOUR
VOICE: BLACK HISTORY
MONTH SPECIAL
WHEN: Wednesday 28 October,
6:30 p.m.
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WHERE: Virtual
event, tickets £11.37
via Eventbrite

RIBA BLACK HISTORY
MONTH BOOK CLUB

RIBA is bringing a wonderful book club to your screens in honour
of Black History Month. The panel will be discussing their book
recommendations which had profound effects on their lives.
They will be looking at Natives – Race and Class in the Ruins of
Empire, Francis Kéré: Radically Simple and To be Young, Gifted and
Black.

WHERE: Zoom (Free)

BLACK HISTORY
STORYTELLING
WORKSHOP

Hosted by Sickle Cell Society, this is an interactive storytelling
workshop in celebration of Black History Month. The event is
only open to ages 6-17 years.

WHEN: Friday 30 October, 10:00
a.m.
WHERE: Zoom (free)

CREATIVE
CONVERSATIONS WITH
BERNARDINE EVARISTO

To celebrate Black History Month, the Creative Writing
Programme of the University of Glasgow will be in conversation
with author and activist Bernardine Evaristo who will be gifting
the audience with a reading of her award-winning book.

WHEN: Friday 30 October,
1:00 p.m.

WHERE: Online

BLACK HISTORY MONTH:
READING GROUP

WHERE: Virtual event, tickets
including a copy of Alicia’s book.

WHEN: Thursday 29 October,
1:00 p.m.

WHERE: Online

BLACK POETRY NIGHT

WHEN: Wednesday 28 October,
7:30 p.m.

In a special event hosted by Penguin Live and the Southbank
Centre, Alicia Garzia will be discussing her experience cofounding the Black Lives Matter Global Network and discuss
how to work towards transforming Black communities, both
locally and nationally.

WHERE: Zoom (free)

WHITE SUPREMACY:
WHAT YOU NEED TO
KNOW
WHEN: Saturday 31 October,
5:00 p.m.

Join workshop facilitator and scholar Dr Michelle Asantewa for an
interactive workshop aiming to boost the confidence of budding
writers when writing about Black history and Black lives, both from
a personal and collective viewpoint.

Award-winning science journalist Angela Saini chairs this
insightful event, discussing the impact of lived experiences
of racism. To what extent has anti-racism been incorporated
into the fight for gender equality? The panel will explore the
legacy of racism on feminist movements and how we can better
acknowledge oppression and overlapping identities.

WHERE: Zoom (free)

NEW DAUGHTERS OF
AFRICA ONLINE EVENT
WHEN: Thursday 12 November,
1:45 p.m.
WHERE: Virtual event, ‘pay what
you can’ tickets available here

Hosted by Myriad Editions in collaboration with London Library,
this event will celebrate the diverse African women’s voices
showcased in Myriad’s new anthology and will include readings
from its contributors.
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Black Representation
in YA Fiction

In honour of Black History Month, The Publishing Post looks at some of the
best Young Adult books and authors that have been influential in this wave of
representation. From dystopian fiction to romantic comedies, these YA novels
offer Black children the opportunity to have their stories told, to see a Black
person on the front cover and to relate to the experiences of the characters.

Punching the Air by Ibi
Zoboi and Yusef Salaam

Clap When You Land by
Elizabeth Acevedo

Monday’s Not Coming by
Tiffany D. Jackson

Noughts and Crosses by
Malorie Blackman

Opposite of Always by
Justin A. Reynolds

Black Boy White School by
Brian F. Walker

From award-winning author
Ibi Zoboi and prison reform
activist Yusef Salaam of the
Exonerated Five, Punching the
Air is a beautiful phenomenon
everyone must read. Based
on Yusef Salaam’s own
experiences, the story follows

Based on the fated Flight AA587
in 2001, Clap When You Land is
a story of mourning and loss
when Camino and Yahaira lose
their father. It is also a story of
strength, new beginnings and
love as Camino and Yahaira
discover each other for the

Monday’s Not Coming is a
ripped-from-the-headlines
mystery about a teenage girl
who goes missing, but no one
seems to care aside from her
best friend. Claudia Coleman
and Monday Charles have been
inseparable since childhood.

Published back in 2001,
Noughts and Crosses by
Malorie Blackman is one
of the most well-known YA
books of the 21st Century. A
Romeo and Juliet story set in
a fictional dystopia in which
those of African descent have

YA has all of the best modern
love stories, whether they
are heart-warming or heartbreaking. And with that comes
the swoon-worthy boys. Justin
A. Reynold’s YA novel Opposite
of Always has you covered on all
fronts.

Brian Walker’s Black Boy White
School is an impressive debut.
Its protagonist, Anthony ‘Ant’
Jones, is thrust into an almost
entirely white prep school from
his Cleveland neighbourhood.
Putting the spotlight on a young
Black man in this genre is an

a Black teen artist named Amal
Shahid as he faces court and
jail time for throwing a punch
at a white boy. A white judicial
system then proceeds to build
a case based on what they think
happened. Exploring important
themes such as racial profiling,
blatant and cold racism and
prison abolition, this novel is
breath-takingly raw, filled with
poetic language that lends the
reader to connect with Amal’s
deepest inner thoughts and
trauma. Punching the Air is a
timely and incredibly important
read for this Black History 		
month.

first time in their lives. Acevedo
writes with the aim of creating
characters that are part of
the world she experienced
as a child, often reflecting on
the stories told to her by her
mother to create the reality of
the present. The construction
of the story is exceptional in
providing that reality, elevating
the themes and ideas from
the page as if you are, instead,
watching a visual performance,
such is the power of Acevedo’s
novel-in-verse style.

When Monday does not show up
to the first day of school, Claudia
knows something is wrong. She
seeks help from her parents,
teachers, and even the police,
but they dismiss Monday’s
disappearance. Determined
to find the truth about what
happened to her best friend,
Claudia takes matters into her
own hands. Tiffany D. Jackson
masterfully weaves heart into
this emotional story about an
unbreakable friendship, the
disillusionment of youthful
innocence and the desire for
justice, ending with a huge twist
you won’t see coming!

gained technological and
organisational advancement
over the European people. As
a young adult, I remember this
book having a profound impact
on the way I saw the world.
It cleverly demonstrates the
privilege white people have
in our society in a way that
is understandable for young
adults. With a background of
societal turmoil, the love story
between Sephy and Callum is
a shining light that the reader
cannot help falling in love with.
Thankfully, with five novels in
the series, you can fully immerse
yourself in the complicated lives
of these characters.

When Kate and Jack meet at a
party, Jack knows he is falling
for her. Everything seems
perfect. Until Kate dies. But
their story doesn’t end there.
Jack is suddenly sent back to
the beginning, to the moment
they first meet, and is given
the opportunity to prevent her
death. But his actions have
consequences as Jack must
choose what he is willing to do
to save the people he loves. A
perfect romance to have you
completely in your feelings.

impactful choice, with Walker
giving voice and representation
to a demographic that has
been largely ignored for most
of literary history. Analysing
what it means to blindly
navigate classism, Ant faces
stereotyping at every turn and
must adapt and mature in his
new opportunity to avoid losing
himself entirely. A poignant
book about what it means to
feel at home, feel at ease in
a space where on paper you
are welcome and valid, but in
reality, you are starkly othered.
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Renard Press:
Celebrating Black History
through Literary Classics
by Avneet Bains
In recognition of Black History Month, Renard Press, a new
independent publisher whose works range from classics and
contemporary fiction to poetry, has published two works by African
American authors from the eighteenth century, Lucy Terry Prince
and Phillis Wheatley. I talked to Will Dady, its founder, to find out
more about the work Renard Press is doing to celebrate black voices
in publishing, through these stunning literary classics.
Phillis Wheatley

work missing from the pages of
history. Phillis’ poems really stood
out to us too, because there’s so
much going on in them! There are
Homeric epics, treatises on various
subjects and poem-letters, as it
were, to various notable figures.
In reading the poems, you can’t
help but feel close to her, because,
as with volumes of letters, you’re
essentially following her through
her life.

Can you tell us more
about Renard Press
and your ethos of
“fleshing out the
literary classics canon
with underrepresented How did you go about
voices from across the deciding the books
globe”?
you have published to
Absolutely! When we launched
be part of your classic
Renard Press in June this year,
series in recognition of
we made a commitment to
publishing classics from a
Black History Month?
broader spectrum of writers
What stood out to you
than is usually represented. As a
queer-led publisher, we think it’s
in their work?
hugely important that publishing
programmes diversify and try to
present a whole range of cultures
and lives – after all, isn’t a big part
of reading a book discovering new
worlds?

And, of course,
readers aren’t
all straight
middle-class
blokes, so
why should
we publish as
though this
were the case?
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Lucy Terry Prince

Since we wanted to celebrate
Black history specifically, we
thought we should start right at
the beginning and find books
which marked the first publication
of Black writers’ words. We picked
Phillis Wheatley’s poems, as it
was the first book of poetry by
an African American author to
be published. However, it wasn’t
the very first known work by an
African American author – Phillis
was beaten to that honour by Lucy
Terry Prince, whose Bars Fight was
first told in 1746 but not written
down until a century later.
Bars Fight is so short, being only
twenty-eight lines long, that it
would be difficult for most to
turn it into a book – and that’s
perhaps why it wasn’t available
for sale outside of a print-ondemand textbook from 1855. As
a small publisher, we have been
able to hand-bind small-format
hardback concertina editions
to make it more substantial, as
we felt that it was an essential

Could you tell us more
about your hopes for
future publications in
terms of amplifying
Black voices, and
authors of colour more
widely?
Diversity is part of Renard’s
raison d’être, so we’re definitely
going to keep publishing in
the same way. And, while we
think it’s important to approach
classics in this way, we also
want a range of voices in our
contemporary list too. We
operate a blind-submissions
policy, so I hope we arrive
at this point organically, but
we’ll make sure we stick to our
commitment - you’ll have to
wait a while until we unveil next
year’s list though!
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“...to look backwards
but also forwards to
future possibilities...”
Renard Press

In publishing these two firsts, Renard Press has given new life
to these stunning works and has shed light on crucial literary
pieces by not only female authors but Black voices who have
often been overlooked in classical literature, contemporary
to the time and even today.

Bars Fight by Lucy Terry Prince
Lucy Terry Prince (c.1730-1821) was the first known African
American author and composer of poetry, who was stolen
as a child and sold into slavery in America. In 1756, she was
freed by her husband Abijah Prince, a free man, with whom
she had six children. They went on to become one of the
first African American landowners in Guildford, Vermont
at a time when slavery was at its peak. In her 1821 obituary
(long in length and reprinted which was unusual at the time
for a woman of colour), it was said that she was an eloquent
speaker, having defended against land disputes in court,
and was known as an exceptional person.
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Bars Fight is her only surviving work, a ballad she wrote
about the difficulties faced by two families during an
ambush by Native Americans in Deerfield, Massachusetts,
where she resided, in 1746. Though short in length, the
beauty of this piece is in its simplicity. Offering a narrative
style which follows oral tradition, the ability that Prince
has to convey this series of events in rhyming couplets
effectively captures the actions of the ambush and fates of
each person. Renard Press’ edition offers a short history of
Terry Prince printed on one side and on the other lies the
poem, beautifully bound and captured in its own right.

Poems on Various Subjects,
Religious and Moral by Phillis
Wheatley
Phillis Wheatley (c.1753 - 1784) was the first published African
American author of poetry. Named after the ship which
brutally took her from her home in West Africa, The Phillis in
1761, she was sold to the Wheatley Family, who lived in Boston,
Massachusetts. Receiving a classic education in Greek and
Roman literature, Latin and brought up as a Christian, Phillis
was first published aged 13 and continued to write poetry
including Poems on Various Subjects, atypical for the time.
Many doubted her writing ability which led her having to
continuously defend herself. She toured around England and
was published in a time when there was much conversation
on the abolition of slavery. There has been much debate about
the nuances to her own personal experiences, or commentary
of slavery in her work due to its restrained nature, though
there are both direct and indirect references. After being
emancipated by the Wheatleys and getting married to John
Peters, Phillis unfortunately died shortly after, left in ill health
and destitute. It is however, through her extraordinary work
and unique voice that she still lives on.
In Poems on Various Subjects, Wheatley alludes to Western
Classical thought and Christian morality. Her use of
sophisticated language to invoke meaning led me to further
research her allusions, helped by the “Notes” included later on
in the book. Employing poetic devices such as couplets and iambic pentameter, she explores a range of forms
and ideas. In her first poem “To Maecenas”, she looks to ideas of Horace and Virgil, and alludes to her stance
and attitudes towards Christianity and slavery, shaped by her own experience as an enslaved, educated African
American woman. A fascinating read and an intriguing narrative, Renard Press’ edition allows her work to be seen
and recognises Wheatley for all her ability “as a poet, not property”, unlike much earlier editions of her work.

And it is through publishers such as Renard Press,
and a growing awareness in the publishing industry
and wider society that we are now embracing and
giving well deserved attention to Black authors like
Lucy Terry Prince and Phillis Wheatley, hopefully
opening the way for many more Black voices to be
heard, and their works read for many years to come.
You can find more about Renard Press on Twitter
@renardpress and learn more about these incredible
works here!
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES
PRH CHILDREN’S – PUBLICITY ASSISTANT
Closing date: 28 October
Salary: £24,000
Location: London
Penguin Random House Children’s is looking for a Publicity Assistant to join their
Publicity team.
You will be collaborating with the team to schedule meetings, liaise with other
departments and assisting publicists with their campaigns and events.
You will gain an understanding of the publishing process and will learn first-hand how
the team approaches and executes PR campaigns, drive demand and run events.
The ideal candidate will be great with people, highly organised and full of initiative.
You will also need to be a team player and keep level-headed in a fast-paced
environment. Candidates do not need to have set foot in a publishing house before,
but knowledge of Microsoft Word will be useful.
For more information, click here.

MACK BOOKS – PUBLISHING ASSISTANT APPRENTICE
Closing date: 2 November
Salary: £16,000
Location: Brockley, London
Mack is looking for a Publishing Assistant Apprentice to join the team of eight
members who work with artists, authors and more across the globe.
You will gain insight into book publishing and will be involved in the full cycle of
publishing several books from development and design to production, marketing and
distribution.
Your responsibilities will include but are not limited to, researching new writers and
journalists to work with, creating an outreach strategy for each book, and researching
new partners for press, events and marketing. You will also help to organise book
launch events and talks, design posters and other materials for events, help maintain
the website and help backorders from the office.
The ideal candidate will have energy, enthusiasm, willingness to learn, ability to
take feedback and propensity to take action. You will also need to pass a screening
interview and sit initial assessments in Maths and English. They are looking for
someone excited and curious to learn about publishing. Someone with verbal and
written communication skills, organisational skills and someone who is collaborative
and willing to work within a small team. The ideal candidate will also be keen to be
involved in the whole process of publishing a book.
For more information, click here.

TAYLOR AND FRANCIS – PUBLISHING ASSISTANT
APPRENTICE

PAN MACMILLAN – TRAINEE EDITORIAL ASSISTANT

Closing Date: 2 November
Salary: £17,000
Location: Remote

Closing date: 03 November
Salary: £23,000
Location: London (but currently remote)

Taylor and Francis are looking for someone to join their team for an eighteen-month
basis as a Publishing Assistant Apprentice!

Pan Macmillan is looking for a Trainee Editorial Assistant to work across their nonfiction imprint.

You will receive mentoring during your time there and an opportunity to gain
experience and knowledge.
You will be assisting on projects, processing invoices, logging documentations,
working with suppliers and more.

You would be looking after Biblio, ensuring it’s up-to-date and dealing with recordkeeping. You would also be supporting the editor with the editorial process, helping
titles stay on the time scale, chasing payments, coding and processing invoices,
writing minutes, ordering and liaising with other departments, agents and authors as
well as other admin tasks.

The ideal candidate must have or be expecting five grade C and above GCSE grades
and some experience with Microsoft Word and Excel.

The ideal candidate must have excellent administration skills, good knowledge of
Microsoft Office and are happy to contribute ideas.
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For more information, click here.

For more information, click here.
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Has ‘Racism 2020’ Made Black History Month Redundant?
Traditionally, Black History Month is the only time that Black lives are spoken about and celebrated. But
with the huge number of events that have occurred during 2020, both positive and unjust, Black lives
have been shouted about more, and more attention has been brought to the injustices many people
struggle with on a daily basis. More than anything, 2020 has held up a mirror to the true realities of life
as Black people across the world. The injustices in the USA with the deaths of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna
Taylor and George Floyd; the subsequent outburst of worldwide protests has reflected the pain and
heartbreak suffered by Black communities during this tumultuous year.
The Black Lives Matter protests and campaigns sparked a sense of commitment from non-Black
communities who were reading about Black lives and struggles. However, there have been questions of
performative activism on social media, with quite surface acts of support being shown through Blackout
Tuesday. Instead of sharing and spreading vital information about the BLM movement, these types of
posts found themselves buried under an avalanche of mute black squares. It is obvious that these acts
of online support are simply not enough. Educating yourself on Black History, Black Struggles and the
Black Lives Matter Movement is a step in the right direction to becoming an ally.

BLACK LIVES MATTER:
Ahmaud Arbery – 23 February
Breonna Taylor – 13 March
George Floyd – 25 May
The killings of Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor and George Floyd earlier this year sparked
worldwide protests in support of the Black Lives Matter movements, outrage at police brutality,
and essential conversations around institutional racism.

January: American Dirt
Janine Cummins’
American Dirt was
criticised for using
harmful stereotypes,
notably in Myriam
Gurba’s essay,
sparking conversations
about how the
industry undervalues
#ownvoices authors
in favour of giving
seven-figure advances
to sensationalising
‘trauma porn’.

Kate Elizabeth Russell’s My Dark
Vanessa is a novel about a woman
re-evaluating her relationship with a
teacher as a teenager. Wendy Ortiz’
tweet and essay highlighted the
industry’s double-standards: exploring
her own experience with abuse, her
memoir, Excavation, was rejected
by publishers whilst Russell’s was
celebrated.

March: My Dark Vanessa
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June: #PublishingPaidMe

February: Barnes & Noble’s ‘Diverse
Editions’
Barnes & Noble partnered with
Penguin Random House to release
twelve classic novels with ‘diverse’
covers for Black History Month, but
was slated by critics online and
ultimately cancelled.

June: #BlackoutTuesday
Blackout Tuesday was a day of online act of
solidarity with Black Lives Matter Protests, where
people posted black squares online. However,
it was criticised for overshadowing important
information shared by protesters under the
#BlackLivesMatter hashtag and for encouraging
‘performative activism’.

Started by fantasy author L. L.
McKinney, #PublishingPaidMe
highlighted racial inequalities
in author advances. An online
spreadsheet collated over
3000 responses from authors
worldwide. High profile authors
such as Roxanne Gay and N. K.
Jesimin joined the conversation,
highlighting the issue’s
complexities.

June: Edward
Colston’s
Statue
Nationwide UK Black Lives Matter protests were
attended by thousands. In Bristol, protesters pulled
down Edward Colston’s statue and pushed it into a
nearby harbour. A statue of Jen Reid was erected in
its place but torn down by authorities a mere 24 hours
later.
Image: Ben Birchall/PA

From all-black reading lists to publishers’ surging interest in sourcing new Black
authors, both the general public and the industry have been scrambling to educate
themselves, and others, on Black communities. However, the sudden interest
in Black titles has underpinned a tendency to intellectualise, philosophise, and
effectively overcomplicate the readily apparent truth of structural anti-Blackness.
What hides behind that ultimately evasive tendency is an avoidance of making the
perhaps less grandiose, but effective, small changes that bring about a tangible
impact, a point made by Otegha Uwagba in her recent Cheltenham Literature
Festival talk. While many have focused on how it manifests in social media and clearcut examples like #BlackoutTuesday, performative activism is a resilient beast that
adapts to changing circumstances and does the most to prevent a meaningful giving
up of privilege. Resisting is looking beyond momentary trends and tags to appreciate
the full scope and persistent barrage of anti-Blackness, much in the same way that
Black people do not have the luxury to turn it on and off.
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Has ‘Racism 2020’ Made Black History Month Redundant?
Answering the question: ‘Has 2020 made Black History Month Redundant?’
is a double-edged sword. The events of 2020 have drawn attention to the
injustices faced in Black communities, but it is important to note that Black
lives are not ‘topical’ or ‘trending’. The stories we read are about the harsh
realities people have to go through every day. If anything, 2020 has brought
more awareness to what it truly means to be Black in a contemporary society.
This should be spoken about more than once a year during Black History
Month, which also celebrates the achievements in Black communities.

June: British Book Awards

June: #BlackoutBestseller
Amistad Press started this
campaign to demonstrate
the vibrant interest by Black
book communities in Black
literature. The campaign
aimed to clout the publishing
industry from 14 June to 20
June, where everyone would
purchase two books by Black
authors. Read more here.

The timing of this year’s Black History Month has brought an often-forgotten truth to the
forefront by reminding us of the kind of world that we should be striving towards, one where
Black life matters every single day of the year. It was Frantz Fanon, a greatly influential Algerian
psychologist-slash-race critic famous for works like Black Skin, White Masks, who once
described the négritude (French-speaking answer to the Black power movement) as a means to
an end. If we apply this logic, we might think of Black History Month as a transitional event that
will one day become obsolete when Black history becomes human history. Fingers crossed for
the last Black History Month ever.

First Black authors to win British Book awards,
Candice Carty-Williams won Book of the Year and
Bernadine Evarsito won Fiction Book of the Year and
Author of the Year.

June: Reni Eddo-Lodge

July: Penguin Accelerated
Inclusivity Action Plan

Photo by NurPhoto

She was the first black British author to top the UK official
book charts. She called it a “horrible indictment of the
publishing industry” to be the first Black author to win in
the tragic circumstances.

Photo: candicecarty
williams.com

Photo: bevaristo.com

Penguin Random House UK’s response to
self examination of diversity issues. They
plan to perform their mission of making
books for everyone by everyone. Their
statement can be found here.

June: Black Writers’ Guild
More than 200 published Black
authors formed the Black Writers’
Guild. Together they sent an open
letter to all major publishing
houses, calling for the publishers
to address their own racial
inequalities. Full letter here.

July: Booker Prize Shortlist

June: Rethinking ‘Diversity’ in
Publishing report
This is the first in depth academic report that looked
into the difficulties writers of colours face in the
publishing industry in every stage of the process.
Despite the push for more diversity the report found
that the quality of the treatment of writers of colour is
lacking. Read the report here.
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This is the most diverse shortlist
from the Booker Prize in history:
four out of six authors were writers
of colour, and four were debut
novelists.

July: Hachette Ethnically
Pay Gap
Hachette UK have released the report for the
second year in a row. There was an increase in
BAME employees however the ethnicity pay gap
has also increased for the whole group. Report
can be found here.
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Classic Black Authors
Everyone Should Read
In celebration of Black History Month the classics team have chosen
to cast a spotlight on some of our favourite texts written by Black
authors. These phenomenal authors, writing in times of segregation,
oppression and discrimination, created massively influential and
important literary works which have continued to have a visceral
impact on readers. Here are some examples from these extraordinary
writers that everyone should experience reading.
Beloved by Toni
Morrison
In 1988, Toni Morrison won
the Pulitzer Prize for her
novel, Beloved, and in 1993,
she became the first Black
woman to win the Nobel
Prize in Literature. In her
Nobel Lecture, Morrison
said: “I believe that one of
the principle ways in which
we acquire, hold and digest
information is via narrative,”
highlighting the power of
stories and their ability to
shape and expand the way
in which we understand the
world and the people around
us.
Beloved was inspired by a
real African-American woman
from the mid-1800s named
Margaret Garner. Garner
escaped slavery in 1856,
but when her family faced
recapture she killed her
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own daughter in an attempt
to save her from a life of
enslavement. Sethe, the
main character in Morrison’s
novel, also kills her baby
daughter to save her from
slavery and has the word
“Beloved” engraved on the
baby’s headstone. Years
later, a mysterious
young woman calling
herself Beloved arrives
at Sethe’s house,
appearing to be the
physical embodiment of
the daughter she killed.
Beloved’s arrival causes
tension and forces the
characters in the novel
to confront the suffering,
pain and guilt of the
past.
The novel’s very
sobering dedication
reads “Sixty Million
and more,” honouring
and remembering the

horrifying number of Black
people who died as a result
of the Atlantic slave trade,
as well the immeasurable
number of people who have
suffered and been impacted
because of it.

Small Island by Andrea Levy
Born in London to Jamaican parents, Andrea Levy is one of the
greatest British writers of her generation and a vitally important
cultural voice. Her writing explores the experiences of British
Jamaicans, and their racial, cultural, national and class identities.
As the daughter of someone who had travelled to the UK on the
HMT Empire Windrush, Levy’s personal connection to her writing
is reflected in the authenticity and specificity of her work.
Levy’s fourth and best-known, novel, Small Island, was a great
critical success and became a hugely influential novel in
English literature. She explored post-WWII England, including
the Windrush generation and Caribbean perspectives in her
depiction of the war and creating space for Black British voices
within the national narrative. In doing so, she curated and
contributed to what she called the ‘shared history’ of Black and
white experiences in the UK.
She won three awards for the novel, and it was commissioned
both for television and for the stage. The National Theatre’s
run of Small Island premiered last year and was one of the
productions broadcasted as part of the National Theatre At
Home project during the national lockdown, reaching an even
wider audience.
Levy died in 2019, and her work remains a key part of English
literature: a vital British literary voice, a revolutionary force in
fiction and one that everyone should read.

The Lonely Londoners by Sam Selvon
Sam Selvon has been referred to as “the father of black writing” in
Britain, being one of the first and most influential fiction authors to
give voice to the experiences of the Windrush generation in the
post-war period. Born in Trinidad, Selvon moved to England in 1950
and The Lonely Londoners (1956) is perhaps his most commercially
successful and celebrated novel.
Selvon chose to write The Lonely Londoners in a creolised dialect,
framing London through Caribbean vernacular to centre and
reaffirm the authenticity of West Indian and Caribbean migrant’s
experiences living in London during the 1950s. Episodic in form, the
novel’s narrative feels quite fragmentary; following the movement
of Moses, a “veteran Londoner” from Trinidad, and the other “boys”,
most of whom have migrated to London from various Caribbean
Islands. Through these different characters Selvon presents
snapshots of the kaleidoscopic experience of Caribbean migrants in
post-war Britain.
There are moments of humour and a real sense of community in
this novel which warm your heart as a reader. Yet, equally, Selvon
does not shy away from reflecting the harsh realities experienced
by his characters, and by extension, Black migrants living in
Britain who faced racial discrimination, social marginalisation and
economic inequality. The Lonely Londoners is just one fantastic example of
why Sam Selvon has received such critical acclaim, and if you haven’t read
any of his work yet, this novel is a great place to start.
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Beautiful Covers
to Celebrate Black
Authors

In this feature we’re looking
at the cover design of two
beautiful book covers by two
female Black authors. Children
of Virtue and Vengeance by
Lara Tomi Adeyemi, the sequel
to 2018’s Children of Blood and
Bone, published in 2019 by
PanMacmillan follows on from
the success of Zélie and Amari
bringing magic back to the
land of Orïsha. The Gilded Ones
by Namina Forna, awaiting
publication in February 2021
by Usborne, tells the story of
sixteen-year-old Deka who
bleeds gold – the colour of
impurity, of a demon. Deka is
an Alaki, a near-immortal with
exceptional gifts. Her choice:
fight for the Emperor with her
kin or be destroyed….

The Gilded Ones by
Namina Forna
Sprayed Edges and Gold Foil
If you received the June Fairy
Loot box, you would have
found this special edition of
The Gilded Ones. Complete
with beautiful gold foil on the
front panel and spine, and
green sprayed edges which
match the foreground colour
of the front panel. The gold
foil is very striking alongside
the illustration which uses the
same pattern as the gold foil
on the girl’s face.
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Also, the use of gold may
represent the colour of Deka’s
blood and impurity. The
additional gold foil debossed
details on the illustration
adds another depth to the
cover highlighting any metal
in Deka’s clothing, hair and
jewellery. The green of the
background and sprayed
edges creates a gorgeous
contrast that works well as it
blends into the back panel of
the book and matches some
of Deka’s clothing. The gold
foil is used on the book’s
spine which will stand out on
a bookshelf and make anyone
want to pick it up. The use
of gold foil for the title adds
a connection to the title as
‘gilded’ means something
covered with a thin layer of
gold leaf or paint just like the
cover, spine and the pattern
on Deka’s face. The use of
silver foil for the title on the
front panel is a nice change
from the large use of the gold
foil, and the bold sans serif
font stands out against the
rest of the front panel.

Illustration
The Gilded Ones utilises the
same realistic illustration
style of the novel’s
protagonist, Deka, on the
front panel. Forna might have
decided to do this because of
the same use on Children of
Virtue and Vengeance which
may help to draw in the same

Children of Virtue and
Vengeance by Tomi
Adeyemi
Illustration and Font

© Photo by @betholiverson
on Instagram

audience who picked up both
of Tomi Adeyemi’s books.
The illustration of Deka is
beautifully detailed in every
aspect of her design which
makes her look like a real
person and creates a clear
image for the reader whilst
they go through the book.
The extraordinary detail in
the hair is amazing at making
the braiding come to life with
the additional gold foil bands.
The somewhat overwhelming
use of gold for Deka’s clothes,
jewellery and pattern on her
face helps evoke a sense of
power and superiority, being
a near-immortal. The green in
the background helps create
contrast with the illustration
and use of gold foil.

Tomi Adeyemi’s Children of
Virtue and Vengeance utilises
realistic illustration by artist
Sarah Jones on the cover
design. The illustration is of
Zélie, the novel’s protagonist,
is an uncommon feature in
fictional novels. Generally,
authors choose to disguise their
vision of the main character as
they want the reader to paint
their own picture. However,
this technique is particularly
useful for novels of fantasy and
magic as they often target a
younger audience. Adeyemi
has purposefully used an
illustration to capture the
interest of children as they are
typically drawn to eye-catching
images as opposed to just text
or block colours.
Additionally, the cover design
paints a very clear image of
the story. The colours are
dark, elegant and present a
powerful and majestic image
of the novel’s protagonist. This
evokes the idea of a strong,

female lead and magical
presence within the story. The
font is also similar to many other
children’s fantasy novels with
cursive calligraphy. There are
also speckles of orange behind
and around the font which
simulates the idea of magic and
witchcraft.

Comparison
There are some artistic style
changes between Children of
Blood and Bone and Children of
Virtue and Vengeance, evident
through their cover design
choices. For Children of Blood
and Bone, only half of Zélie’s
face is shown with her white
straight hair taking over most of
the cover along with the detail
of her head scarf. For Children
of Virtue and Vengeance, more
of Zélie’s face is shown, which
looks very realistic, like Deka
on The Gilded Ones cover, and
her hair looks like it’s an afro
in this book. This could signify
the change Zélie went through
in Children of Blood and Bone
and what she now looks like
throughout Children of Virtue
and Vengeance.
Check out Children of Virtue and
Vengeance, and pre-order The
Gilded Ones now for its release
next February.
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Resources to Address
Unconscious Bias
Unconscious bias is the implicit bias held about other groups and can
shape our interactions with others despite our conscious efforts towards
being impartial citizens. This article recommends resources for those
entering the diverse publishing workspace and who are looking for
guidance for addressing their own unconscious biases.

Podcasts
Breaking the Glass Slipper: Addressing Our Biases
An intersectional feminist podcast run by Megan Leigh, Charlotte Bond and Lucy Hounsom, exploring the
voices in speculative fiction. This episode discusses the unconscious attitudes behind consumer decisions
and how they can be challenged by improving the media that we expose ourselves to, addressing book
and screen representation.

The Diversity Gap: How To Be The Change You Want To See At Work
The Diversity Gap educates its listeners through industry creatives, shedding light on the diversity gaps
that exist in our society and finding ways of closing them. In this episode, Stephanie Ghoston draws
connections between how changes in our personal lives can influence the workplace, leading to cultural
shifts in our local environment.

LinkedIn
Unconscious Bias: A concise yet thorough beginner course into the topic of implicit bias that explains
its relevance and impact within the workplace and the world of business in general.
Adding Value through Diversity: Amongst many other interesting topics around diversity at work, this
course explains the consequences unconscious biases can have, even within work environments that
attempt to be diverse.
Confronting Bias: Thriving Across Our Differences: For a more conversational experience that
incorporates a range of intriguing anecdotal evidence we suggest this source – particularly the video
‘how to counter unconscious bias’.
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Academic and Non-Fiction Literature
On Intersectionality: Essential Writings by Kimberlé
Crenshaw
A ground-breaking collection of essays, written by the very woman who coined
the term intersectionality as a political framework. As one of the founders of the
field of critical race theory, Crenshaw asserts that intersectionality today must
be rethought. Drawing on court cases and figures like Sojourner Truth, Crenshaw
highlights the interlocking nature of gender and race and its separation. This
collection is perfect for becoming a true feminist ally.

In the Wake: On Blackness and Being by
Christina Sharpe
A personal and semi-autobiographical analysis into the effects of slavery on
contemporary life. Based on her concept of ‘the orthography of the wake’ and zooming
in on the symbolic elements of the wake (the weather, the ship and the hold), Sharpe
mixes poetry and prose to form a deeply moving novel. She analyses her own family’s
experiences and her own teaching history, and she also uses contemporary injustices
to highlight biases and misjustices white people must educate themselves about.

Why I’m No Longer Talking to White
People About Race by Reni EddoLodge

White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for
White People to Talk About Racism by
Robin DiAngelo

Though questioning the Black people in your life
might appear to be an effective tactic to avoid
being unintentionally prejudiced, this strategy
is itself a form of microaggression. This book
expertly explores the disorientating, othering and
out-of-body experience of having to constantly
explain the value of one’s very existence that
many Black people are forced to go through.
Perfect for aspiring allies.

A part of the success and continued survival of
the BLM movement is dependent upon white
allyship as it falls onto those with power to create
room at the top for others. Though controversially
titled, this book effectively explores the
reluctance and feigned ignorance of many
within the dominant cultural hegemony (white
people) to examine their role in the fight for racial
equality.

Harvard and other universities in the US have joined their resources to create Project Implicit, a nonprofit organisation to study and educate the general public on the effects of unconscious bias within
societal institutions. Their Race Task has garnered a lot of press coverage recently and works as a
wonderful resource for gauging one’s own unconscious biases.
One way of acknowledging unconscious biases is by actively making better-informed decisions
around overall consumer behaviour, not just book-buying habits. Being intentional, beyond word-ofmouth and Amazon recommendations, will help end perpetrating similar content. Seeking stories that
challenge us is a reading approach that promotes growth and learning. One way of doing this could be
by reaching out to publishing professionals. Some book recommendations include: Lost Gods by Micah
Yongo and Beneath the Rising by Premee Mohamed. Each of us accepting our own accountability can
have a positive ripple effect on our media awareness.
For more resources, take a look at Don’t Talk about Implicit Bias Without Talking about Structural
Racism, Implicit Bias – how it affects us and how we push through | Melanie Funchess | TEDxFlourCity
and No. You Cannot Touch My Hair! | Mena Fombo | TEDxBristol. Keep your eyes peeled for
Issue 10 where we will be discussing all things marketing!
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Missed by the Charts
Fiction:
Real Life by Brandon Taylor
Brandon Taylor’s Real Life is the story of Wallace,
a Black, gay biochemistry student studying in a
predominantly white university. But it is Taylor’s
intimate prose and unflinching examination of
American race relations that has garnered such
reverence for his stunning debut:
“When you tell white people that something is
racist, they hold it up to the light and try to discern
if you are telling the truth as if they can tell by the
grain if something is racist or not, and they always
trust their own judgment. It’s unfair because white
people have a vested interest in undermining
racism, its amount, its intensity, its shape, its
effects. They are the fox in the henhouse.”
Taylor’s characterisation of Wallace is a quiet
triumph of character study which explores the
perils of Blackness in a predominantly white
setting, evoking trauma, desire and loneliness.
2020 has shown that we live in a culture that
makes little effort to understand the experiences of queer people of colour, but Real Life
screams its visibility, something that is particularly resonant as it’s a frontrunner for the most
diverse Booker shortlist ever.
There is a sharp undercurrent of the erotic throughout that recalls the sensuality of Donna
Tartt’s The Secret History. Indeed, Real Life follows a long line of campus novels beloved by
many, including Evelyn Waugh’s Brideshead Revisited, Kingsley Amis’ Lucky Jim and John
Williams’ Stoner, but Taylor provides a much-needed lens to the genre that privileges the
viewpoint of a young, gay, Black American man. This is a worthy addition to this esteemed
genre, and one that will hopefully be remembered as on par with these classic works.

Non-Fiction:
Intimations by Zadie Smith
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Written at the beginning of a global crisis, Intimations touches upon the darkness of
our times with words that have an astute sort of lightness. Smith’s collection, born
at the stage of lockdown where one could joke about never-ending zoom calls and
baking banana bread, manages to find common ground with others when human
connection was, for most, at its lowest. It is interesting to revisit those ideas and
feelings – ones that simultaneously seem so long ago yet remain so of the moment –
at a time when Britain once again finds itself teetering towards a national lockdown.

With a lot of people struggling to muster anything more than
a short attention span, these six essays are easily digestible
whilst maintaining a certain level of thoughtfulness, and
they are written in such a matter-of-fact way that it is
difficult to see how anyone could argue against them. A
particular highlight is ‘Postscript: Contempt as a Virus’ which,
like most of the collection, is an exploration of the current
and continuing failures of society. And, though it is easy to
be sceptical of publications that touch on life during the
pandemic since many of us are not ready to see our new
realities reflected in art, Smith’s essays hone in on problems
that already existed, problems that the pandemic made us
finally stop and pay attention to: our underfunded national
health service, mental health and racism to name a few. The
question now is, what are we going to do about them?

The Chiffon Trenches by André Leon Talley
If you’re not that interested in the world of fashion and think
that this book won’t be for you, think again. It’s intriguing,
heart-breaking and full of gossip. From Anna Wintour to
Karl Lagerfeld and everyone in-between, Talley doesn’t
hold back in this fresh, confronting and excellently written
memoir.
This is a candid examination of the notoriously ruthless
fashion industry. Talley is humorous, mysterious and not
afraid to confront his demons, discussing his problems with
weight and extreme self-awareness. He also highlights
the tragic effect that AIDs had on the fashion world.
Most importantly and heartbreakingly, he discusses the
instances of racism that followed him throughout his
career. As one of the first high-profile Black men in the
fashion industry, Talley helped to pave the way for those
who came after him. His influence on this industry cannot
be understated.
As well as recounting these serious experiences, he also provides the reader with
delightfully devilish tales of his friendships within the fashion world. He does not
hold back, even acknowledging that this book might change his relationships with
those still in the industry. He mentions people such as Beyoncé, Renée Zellweger and
Michelle Obama with an eye for entertainment and a talent for knowing what gossip
the reader is after.
Talley strikes the perfect balance between entertaining and serious, humorous and
informative. It’s a tough read at times, but you are compelled to keep reading –
gripped by what Talley has written. He writes both his personal and professional life
with emotion, clarity and bravery. An absolute must-read, highlighting the incredible
life of one of the few high-profile Black men in the fashion industry at this time.
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Racial Inequality in
Children’s Publishing
While Black authors and
publishing professionals
have long been calling
out the racial inequality at
the heart of the publishing
industry, we hope that
finally this is the year that
the rest of the industry is
forced to listen. In June,
#publishingpaidme,
a hashtag started by
Black fantasy author
LL McKinney, called on
white authors to share
their advances to expose
disparities in the amounts
paid for the work of white
and Black authors. In the
same month, the newlyformed Black Writers’ Guild
demanded publishers
address the “pervasive
racial inequality” at
the heart of publishing
and condemned those
“raising awareness of
racial inequality without
significantly addressing
their own.“ And in July,
the Rethinking Diversity
in Publishing report found
that writers of colour are
disadvantaged at every
stage of the publishing
process and that publishers
seriously undervalue
BAME and working-class
audiences.
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One of the demands of the
Black Writers Guild was for the
big five publishers to perform
an audit of books published
by Black authors, including
genres and advances. In
research shared at this year’s
The Bookseller Children’s
Conference, University College
London associate professor
Melanie Ramdarshan Bold
revealed that the proportion of
YA authors of colour published
in the UK in 2019 was 19.6%,
more than double the 7.1% in
2017. However, Ramdarshan
Bold’s research also found
that last year fewer than 2%
of children’s authors and
illustrators in the UK in the past
decade were British people of
colour. So while the number
of Black YA authors has risen
significantly in recent years, the
picture across the whole of the
children’s publishing industry
still looks pretty bleak.
In fact, a 2019 study by the
Centre for Literacy in Primary
Education revealed that only 7%
of children’s books published in
the previous year had a BAME
character feature at all. Worse
still, they often found that BAME
characters were more poorly
developed, both in illustration
style and characterisation. The
report stated that “we observed
instances of colourism, in which
there was a direct correlation
with the skin tone and the virtue

of a character. The more
virtuous the character, the
lighter their complexion and
vice versa.”
If anything, children’s
publishing should be
leading the way in
publishing truly diverse
books. It is obvious
that children from all
backgrounds deserve to
see themselves reflected
in the books they read, but
it is also equally important
that children see a diverse
range of characters and
are exposed to new ideas,
situations and cultures.
Currently, children are more
likely to read a book in
which the main character is
an animal than one with a
Black protagonist. If this is
to change, publishing has
to address racial inequality
at a commissioning level,
something which would no
doubt also be improved by
employing a more diverse
workforce and ensuring that
Black voices are given equal
precedence.
Inclusive indies like Knights
Of, Lantana Publishing and
Formy Books (featured in
Issue 7) are already getting
this right, but the rest of the
industry has a long way to
go to catch up.

It is too early to see the real impact of yet another racial inequality wake-up call this year and
whether the industry will take concrete steps towards racial equality, but there are many
fantastic children’s books being published this month by and about people of colour. Here are
three of our favourites:

A Story About Afiya by James Berry,
Illustrated by Anna Cunha (Lantana
Publishing)
This sumptuously illustrated picture book, written
by the late Coretta Scott King Book Award-winning
Jamaican poet James Berry, tells the tale of Afiya, a
little girl whose dress changes to show memories from
her childhood as she makes them. Visiting the zoo, she
finds two tigers curled up on the fabric of her dress;
when she passes sunflowers, her dress is imprinted
with “the yellow fringed black faces.” The book is a
wonderful celebration of the freedom of childhood,
and the words and illustrations are equally exquisite.

Zombierella: Fairy Tales Gone Bad by
Joseph Coelho, Illustrated by Freya
Hartas (Walker Books)
Zombierella is a deliciously twisted reimagining of
the classic Cinderella fairy tale, written in verse by
award-winning performance poet Joseph Coelho
and hilariously illustrated by Freya Hartas. The first
in a series imagining what happens when fairy tales
‘go bad’, Coelho treats his readers to a wonderfully
disgusting story of an undead girl who, maggots and
all, pursues her handsome prince… who may just be
the last creature you expect. For a spooky treat, watch
the author perform the first chapter here.

Cane Warriors by Alex Wheatle
(Andersen Press)
Drawing on the true story of the Tacky Rebellion
of 1760, Alex Wheatle’s gripping YA novel is both
unforgettable and devastating. This little-known
uprising of slaves working on a plantation in Jamaica
is told from the point of view of Moa, a fourteen-yearold boy who narrates the tale in Patois. What happens
is harrowing, but this bloody and brutal story is vital
in understanding the experience of slavery and its
resonance today. The book is a deeply personal one
for Wheatle, whose own mother was raised near where
the uprising took place and grew up hearing the
stories of the brave slaves who took part.
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Taking Off Rose Tinted
Glasses: Advice From a
Black Industry Professional

What advice would you give
to other people considering a
career in publishing who identify
as BAME or feel affected by
publishing stereotypes?
The industry has a very long way to go but I also
don’t want those of us who are people of colour
or from a marginalised group to feel put off. We
need to enter this industry and be in it for the
long haul in order to see the change we dream
of. My overall advice is to acknowledge that
your career may not be as easy and you’ll face
challenges; make sure to have a great support
network of friends and peers and to own who
you are. You belong and you must believe that.
The industry desperately needs you – you’re the
individual in demand. Own that.

Hope Ndaba, Vintage
This issue of The Publishing Post is focused on Black History Month, so instead of
talking to a person hoping to break into publishing, we wanted to speak to someone
already working in the industry. In this feature we speak to Hope Ndaba, Publicity
Assistant at Vintage and Social Media Manager at the Society for Young Publishers
about her experiences and to ask what advice she would give to a hopeful of colour.

What has your experience been
of the publishing industry and the
recruitment process so far?

Have you had a positive experience
with publishing workplace culture
and recruitment?

I have had a mixed experience in the industry.
I definitely came into the industry with rose
tinted glasses and some naivety which is
natural as an “outsider”, so when I finally
started to witness or experience unpleasant
behaviours, it was somewhat of a rude
awakening. However, I have since built a
wonderful circle of support within the industry
which has really kept me motivated and
inspired.

I’ve had a great experience with Creative Access
and the places where I work. I’ve been fortunate
to have HR advisors who kept me in the loop
regarding recruitment stages and feedback.
Publishing workplace culture is 50/50. I really
love working with people who I can talk to
about books, but every so often the dream is
jarred by microaggressions and sometimes
macroaggressions. It’s difficult to feel like you are
in your element when you are frequently reminded
that you are “other”.

I’ve only had a positive experience with
recruitment but that doesn’t make me blind to
its issues from where job adverts are placed
and whether they will reach everyone, to the
habit of hiring in-house or within publishing
instead of branching out. HR advisors do work
hard to make the experience as smooth as
possible, but I think changes will have to come
from the top down.
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Have you ever felt disadvantaged
during your experience of the
industry? How so?
I do worry about my progression and often wonder
if I will be held back professionally because of who
I am. Something I have noticed since working in the
industry is that many colleagues of colour tend to
progress up to Executive or Assistant Editor level
and get stuck there. It’s quite rare to see someone
like me in a managerial role or at Director level.

Have you ever felt affected by
stereotyping within the publishing
industry?
Something that has affected and frustrated me the
most is being sent submissions by Black authors
only. It baffles me how people conclude that
because I am Black, I only want to read books by
those who look like me. I understand the value
of my opinion when acquiring such books but
sometimes it can be exhausting. I’ve found that
being sensitive to avoiding the angry Black woman
epithet means that I don’t always speak up. There’s
nothing more humiliating and upsetting than
feeling the room mentally roll their eyes while
you flag something racist/culturally insensitive/
politically incorrect.

Are there any BAME schemes/
internships you feel are particularly
positive and inclusive? How do you
feel about them?

In your opinion, what do you
feel could be helpful to ensuring
that publishing becomes more
inclusive and diverse? Do you feel
the industry is being diversified
enough?
I can’t say the industry is being diversified
enough because I have witnessed the same
conversations today as we had years ago before
I entered the industry. It still feels like we’re
talking about the same things as we did in the
2010s. For me, it sometimes feels like publishing
treats diversity and inclusion as something that
is not needed but must be done so publishing
doesn’t become #cancelled. Publishing needs
to have a more empathetic approach to diversity
and inclusion and really understand the benefit
of hiring different people.

Yes, there’s Penguin Random House’s The Scheme and Hachette’s Fresh
Chapters Publishing Traineeship which have developed very successful
alumni. Their schemes are very exciting and have shown themselves
to be quite successful. I think what’s important is that companies treat
schemes and internships as part of a process or bigger picture. So, a
BAME scheme shouldn’t be your token “look we’re diversifying” activity,
it needs to be part of a long and ongoing commitment to building a
diverse workforce.

Thank you so much to Hope
for taking the time to talk with
us! Check out her socials here:
Instagram: @blackbookbitch
Twitter: @hopeisreading
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Round Table Books
Aimée Felone and David Stevens decided to create Knights Of, their own publishing house for
children’s books, after the Centre for Literacy in Primary Education (CLPE) found that of more
than 9,000 children’s books published in the UK in 2017, just 1% had a BAME main character.
The publishing house was a success, and at the one year anniversary of ‘Knights Of’ the pair
created a pop-up bookstore, selling books with BAME main characters, in Brixton for one week
only. This exciting little pop-up store caught the attention of readers all over the world, and
highlighted a need for inclusive bookish spaces in the UK. Within two days they had sold out of
their stock and had to order more. Two years later and they’re still going strong! What started
as a little pop-up store in 2018 has since blossomed into a fully-fledged bookstore, offering
inspiring, comforting and familiar stories to children across the UK. With stories aimed at
children aged zero to four years old all the way up to young adult, you’re sure to find something
that will entertain a little loved one (or yourself!).

Website: https://www.roundtablebooks.co.uk
Instagram: @roundtablebooks
Twitter: @BooksRound

No Ordinary Bookshop

In celebration of Black History Month, we’ve rounded up
a few of our favourite Black-owned UK bookshops and
bookish businesses! From brick-and-mortar stores to online
subscription services, there are a wide range of businesses
for you to support, all year round.
New Beacon Books
New Beacon books have been in the game for a long time now and are a brilliant place to
stop for recommendations in poetry, fiction and non-fiction books from Africa, the Caribbean,
Asia, African America, Europe, South America and Black Britain. Self-confessed specialists
in African and Caribbean literature since their founding in 1966, this shop was the UK’s first
Black publisher, specialist bookshop and international distributor, and has been adored by
their customers for over fifty years since. This was proven in 2016 when they announced their
closure due to concerns around funding. Thankfully, the local community rallied around this
pioneering bookstore and raised £12,500 to help support New Beacon and aid their survival in
the 21st century. New Beacon now has a gorgeous new website and store in London, filled with
a long list of books across a range of genres. Drop by their store or pop online to order bestsellers such as Queenie by Candice Carty-Williams and The Autobiography of Malcolm X, or
have a browse and discover your new favourite read.

		Website: https://www.newbeaconbooks.com
		Instagram: @newbeaconbooks
		Twitter: @newbeaconbooks
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Selling fiction and non-fiction for and about Black, mixed race, and dual heritage children, this
online only bookstore caters for all your bookish needs. No Ordinary Bookshop’s founder, Angel
Miller, says that it was her passion to educate children that led her to create this bookstore.
Books in the ‘Social Issues’ section make it easy for parents and teachers to find learning
resources, whereas, ‘World Books’ offer up plenty of dual-language books that allow parent
and child to bond over reading – even if both are trying to grasp the English language. She also
wanted children to have a space where they could find books where they can identify with the
superhero or princess - something she felt was lacking in the books her own children read.
Thankfully, you can now find plenty of these books on her website. Recently, due to popular
demand, No Ordinary Bookshop also expanded their range to include books for adults, stating
on their website that “reading is an integral and important part of our whole life.” So whether
you are shopping for your next favourite Black poet or searching for teaching resources for your
children, we recommend taking a look at No Ordinary Bookshop. We also recommend keeping
an eye on their instagram page where Angel occasionally announces pop-up stores.

Website: https://www.noordinarybookshop.co.uk
Instagram: @noordinarybookshop

Imagine Me Stories
Imagine Me Stories is a monthly book subscription box delivering hand picked books that
feature Black main characters. Receiving a book (and activities) through your letterbox is
exciting enough, but when these books are ones that feature characters
that your children can identify with and relate to, it’s even better. Your
child can enjoy the mini box subscription where they will receive one
specially selected book, as well as fun Black History activities through
the post every month. Or, you could make it a family affair and splash
out on the Family Combo box. This box includes five different books and
plenty of activities so everyone can join in. Boxes can also be ordered as
a one off gift, so it’s really easy to try it out or treat someone you love.
Head over to Instagram and YouTube to watch unboxing videos and have
a sneak peek of what might be inside your next box.

Website: https://www.imaginemestories.com
Instagram: @imaginemestories
Twitter: @imaginemebox
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Celebrating Black History Month:
Six New Books by Black Authors
The Dead Are Arising: The Life of Malcolm X
by Les Payne and Tamara Payne
22 October, Viking
In the year 1990, Les Payne, a Pulitzer Prize-winning investigative journalist,
began a journey that lasted almost three decades to find and interview
anyone who had known Malcolm X personally. Talking to everyone from
siblings and friends, to cellmates and cops, Payne transforms hundreds of
hours’ worth of interview footage into a breathtaking insight into the neverbefore-seen world of Malcolm X. This fascinating book is introduced by
Payne’s daughter and primary researcher, Tamara Payne, who completed
the book following her father’s death. The Dead Are Arising is incredibly
moving, powerful and fundamentally important, drawing an unforgettable
portrait of the life of one of the most fascinating figures in American history.
- Hollie

Whites: On Race and Other Falsehoods
by Otegha Uwagba
12 November, 4th Estate
In this honest and incisive essay, bestselling author and founder of Women
Who, Otegha Uwagba reflects on racism, so-called allyship and the immense
burden of whiteness and white guilt. In the wake of George Floyd’s murder
and the subsequent protests which gripped America and the world, Uwagba
rises above the explosion of uncritical internet ‘discourse’ on systemic and
everyday racism, detailing what it’s really like to experience racial gaslighting
and performative activism within a movement that purports to be anti-racist.
- Bayley

Girl: Essays on Black Womanhood by
Kenya Hunt
26 November, HQ
A powerful collection of essays focused on womanhood and belonging,
highlighting the particular challenges that many Black women face
in their personal, professional, political and public journeys as they
navigate life in today’s world. Documenting their perseverance and
eventual success, this book’s exploration of Black womanhood is
meaningful, impactful and emphasises the need for hope in the current
cultural moment. Truthful but ultimately celebratory, this rich collection
of essays, which details award-winning journalist Kenya’s own
experiences, as well as those of Candice Carty-Williams, Jessica Horn,
Ebele Okobi, Femmi Fetto and Freddie Harrel, is essential reading.
- Genevieve

Long Way Down: The Graphic Novel by
Jason Reynolds
19 November, Faber & Faber
This beautiful, lyrical novel in verse has been transformed into a graphic
novel featuring illustrations by Danica Novgorodoff. Long Way Down is
a heart-wrenching and gripping examination of violence, revenge and
grief. Will lives by the mantra “Don’t cry. Don’t snitch. Get revenge.”
And this echoes in his mind after a gang shoots his brother. Carrying a
gun, Will enters a lift that will lead him to vengeance, but, as he travels
downwards, he encounters people from his past – all victims of gun
violence. Their presence forces Will to confront the rules he has lived by
and the choice he must make when the lift doors open.
- Meg

Black Futures by Kimberly Drew and
Jenna Wortham
1 December, Penguin
What does it mean to be Black and alive today?

Confessions in B-Flat by Donna Hill

“This book is not an answer, but a series of prompts and questions, including
what it would mean for everyone to create their own ‘Black Futures’ project. We
know that one book can’t capture everything about Black life, but we also know
that too much has already been lost.”

Set in 1960s Harlem and at the heart of the Civil Rights
Movement, newcomer Jason Tanner arrives in New York to help
encourage the idea of passive resistance and the teachings
of his mentor, Dr Martin Luther King Jr. Despite his political
leanings, he finds himself drawn to Anita Hopkins, a firm
believer in Malcolm X’s idea that the way to equality is “by
any means necessary.” With such different and deep-rooted
beliefs, will they be able to overcome their differences in the
name of love? From bestselling author Donna Hill, this is a
story of love, class, race and justice which illustrates how little
progress society has made towards equality.
- Laura

In this fantastic archive put together by Kimberly Drew (American art curator
and writer) and Jenna Wortham (Culture writer for The New York Times
Magazine), readers are immersed in various aspects of Black identity. This
curated collection holds recipes, poems, photographs, essays, memes,
questions and so much more. Together, the anthology aims to shed light on
what it means to be Black and alive right now. Black Futures embodies the spirit
that comes with positive change considering the contributions
that reflect on the past and the present.
- Zoë

24 November, Sideways Books
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13. Giovanni’s Room
by James Baldwin

Back These Books: 20 LGBTQ+
Books by Black Authors
We have rounded up twenty of our favourite LGBTQ+ titles written by Black authors,
with some spooky ones thrown in for the Halloween spirit. We think you’ll love
reading some of these not only during Black History Month – but any month!

A cult favourite that
celebrates Black women in
Britain.

1. Clap When You
Land by Elizabeth
Acevedo
A novel-in-verse about
family, grief, anger and
letting go.

Perfect for lovers of
dystopian sci-fi who crave a
post-apocalyptic world.

4. Full Disclosure by
Camryn Garrett
A sweet slice-of-life YA
about bisexuality, being
HIV positive and the power
of familial, platonic and
romantic love.

A dystopian sci-fi exploring
sexuality, gender identity
and slavery – in space.
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Monsters, mayhem and
disbelieving adults are
all things found in this YA
novel; delve into the magic
and see what you find.

12. How to be Remy
Cameron by Julian
Winters
A feel-good YA following
the journey of what it means
to discover and re-discover
yourself.

8. The Black Flamingo
by Dean Atta
A novel-in-verse about
finding your wings and the
power of embracing your
uniqueness.

10. Cinderella Is Dead
by Kalynn Bayron
A retelling of the classic
Cinderella fairy-tale, but not
quite as you remember it.

A YA contemporary
following a trans
protagonist on a journey
of self-discovery, falling in
love and recognising the
love you deserve.

15. You Should See
Me In A Crown by
Leah Johnson
In a bid to win a scholarship
to the college of her
dreams, Liz Lighty takes
on her worst nightmare:
running for Prom Queen.

18. Black Leopard,
Red Wolf by Marlon
James

Follow Alice on a journey of
friendship, joy and summer
romances!

A gothic tale perfect to get
you into the Halloween
mood.

7. Pet by Akwaeke
Emezi

11. Honey Girl by
Morgan Rogers

5. Let’s Talk About
Love by Claire Kann

9. White is for
Witching by Helen
Oyeyemi
6. An Unkindness
of Ghosts by Rivers
Solomon

14. Felix Ever After
by Kacen Callender

Grace Porter’s life plans
start to fall apart when
she meets her wife in this
debut novel about fears,
family and the messiness of
adulthood.

2. Girl, Woman,
Other by Bernadine
Evaristo

3. The Fifth Season by
N. K. Jemisin

A classic of gay literature
set in 1950s Paris.

16. All Boys Aren’t Blue:
a Memoir-Manifesto by
George M. Johnson
A memoir made up of personal
essays addressing gender
identity, toxic masculinity,
brotherhood, family, structural
marginalisation, consent and
Black joy.

17. The Wicker King
by K. Ancrum
For lovers of horror, this
book merges the line
between fantasy and reality.

The first in a fantasy trilogy,
a must-read that draws
on African history and
mythology.

19. Eight Pieces of
Silva by Patrice
Lawrence
A British YA mystery with
sisterhood and secrets at its
heart.

LGBTQ+ history is synonymous with Black history; it cannot exist
without considering that it owes much of its current freedoms and
successes to its Black activists, and to argue otherwise would be to
do a disservice to the core tenets of LGBTQ+ values.

20. The Color Purple
by Alice Walker

From Marsha P. Johnson – a gay activist who spearheaded the first
protests at Stonewall and remained an outspoken advocate for Gay
rights during a tumultuous time in America – to Bayard Rustin – an
LGBTQ+ Civil Rights activist and adviser to Martin Luther King.

A pinnacle for historical
fiction, touching on loss,
family and the love afforded
those on a harrowing
journey.

The LGBTQ+ cause has always been supported, and with the current
Black Lives Matter movement taking place across the globe, it is our
duty to also support them in any way possible, from signing petitions
to donating and protesting alongside.
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Celebrating Black
Literary Award-Winners
“Black writers do more than simply write
manuals on anti-racism: we write beautiful,
intricate, challenging worlds that have
made important contributions to literature.
This is our gift as writers; our duty as
readers is to accept it.” – Okechukwu Nzelu
As the author of The Private
Joys of Nnenna Maloney so
eloquently sets forth, within
the literary sphere an extensive
expectation is placed upon
Black writers and creatives to
educate entire nations on antiracism. While it is imperative
that every reader ensures their
own conscious awareness for
the innately political nature of
being a Black writer and the
implications of this, we must
simultaneously pay gratitude to
the creativity and beauty of the
works and their contributions to
literature. We wish to celebrate
the rhapsodic and alluring
worlds created on paper by
Black authors at the vanguard
of literature. As such we shall
be looking at recent winners
of prestigious literary awards
such as Bernadine Evaristo,
Colson Whitehead and Bryan
Washington, considering how
they have enhanced the world
of books.
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to receive the award, claiming
the award through her eighth
work of fiction. Exploring the
alluring and intertwining lives
of twelve Black British women,
Girl, Woman, Other is a vibrant
and compelling novel with
a cast of fierce, razor-sharp
characters. With this muchdeserved award, Evaristo has
undoubtedly shone a spotlight
on a talented world collective
of Black wordsmiths, laying the
foundations to ensure the first
black winner of the Booker Prize
will be anything but the last.
As an infamous prize for
political writing, the Orwell
Prizes are awarded in honour
of their namesake, to works
resonating most with George
Orwell’s ambition: “to make
political writing into an art.”

After five decades and counting,
2019 marked an outstanding,
albeit overdue, moment in
history for the prestigious Man
Booker Prize. Last year we had
more to celebrate than just its
51st anniversary, as critically
acclaimed Bernadine Evaristo
took the world by storm with her
progressive and inclusive novel
Girl, Woman, Other.
This masterpiece saw Evaristo
jointly capture the title
alongside Margaret Atwood’s
blockbuster The Testaments.
Bernadine Evaristo, is the first
Black, and Black British, writer

Winners were announced
(virtually) on 9 July with Colson
Whitehead winning for his
novel The Nickel Boys. The
fiction novel that is based
on reality was “chosen for its
convincing character portrayal
and unsparing depiction of
corruption and racial brutality.”
The thought-provoking novel
takes its readers back in time
to the 1960s where power was
abused. Colson’s portrayal of
the past has captivated the
minds of thousands and most
certainly this is why he was
on the receiving end of the
£3,000 Orwell prize. Colson
was additionally awarded “a
unique trophy designed and
made by students in the design
department at Goldsmiths,
University of London.”
Comparatively, winning
the 2020 International
Dylan Thomas Award,
Bryan Washington has truly
demonstrated his literary
prowess and flair with his 2020
publication of Lot. Hailed by
authors, critics and readers
alike, Washington firmly
established himself as a literary
powerhouse. By negotiating a
poignant and kinetic narrative,
he allows us to journey along
with his unnamed protagonist
and become immersed in the
visceral world that he has
created.
Traversing race, sexuality,
family and community, Lot is
comprehensive and extensive
of its discussion of Houston.
Washington’s nuanced prose
is able to strike an astounding
balance between discussing
the inherently political nature
of Black Queer identity and also
constructing enthralling prose –
exactly as Nzelu asserted.

By reducing their writing to
a solely political entity, we
risk losing the magic of the
language, the entrancement
of the worlds that they have
created for us.
In reality, these pieces work
on a myriad of levels, both
politically teaching us and
also enhancing our emotional
intelligence. Through such
novelists fashioning these
worlds, we become more aware
through their use of language,
creating characters and their
constructed realities.

What is so acutely
apparent is the
expectation across
society for explicitly
Black writing to
be purposefully
educational
and informative
with regards
to anti-racist
teachings. This
expectation, while
acknowledging the
intrinsic political
nature of being
Black dismisses the
very craft of these
authors.

While award winners Bernadine
Evaristo, Bryan Washington and
Colson Whitehead are taking
prominence in the literary
world for their works of fiction,
we are only starting to scratch
the surface. Such examples
demonstrate a distinct societal
movement towards recognising
Black literary talent, yet the
emergence of prizes such as
the Jhalak Prize (previously
discussed in Issue 2) are also
distinctly imperative. We see
and celebrate a mere snippet of
what boasts a bountiful talent
pool. We must observe many
more Black novelists sharing
their craft, rightly rewarding
their talents with worldwide
acclaim. We all need to
celebrate their stories, amplify
their voices and honour their
legacies.
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Industry Insights:
Mariam Jimoh and Reni
Kosi Amayo, ONWE
Press
Mariam Jimoh and Reni Kosi Amayo are the co-founders of ONWE Press, an independent publisher
and lifestyle brand. Read on to find out what they had to say about their journey and mission to
amplify diverse voices within publishing...

What inspired you to
start your own press?
Did you always want to
work in the publishing
industry?
Kosi: I had just finished writing
my first book, Daughters of
Nri, and was mulling over
the different ways to get it
published. The story itself
is very important to me. It’s
personal, particularly in its
centring of Black women. I
spoke to traditional publishers
who were keen, but as I learned
about the mechanics of this
business and the language
used to describe my book, it all
started to feel tokenistic. It felt
like the only value they saw in
my book was its ability to tick
off a “diversity” checkbox.
Mariam: Over dinner, we
discussed the possibility of
creating another publishing
vehicle, one that could
publish stories like
Daughters of Nri
with the justice
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they deserved. We believed
that these stories should not
be othered because they focus
on the perspectives of minority
groups. They deserve just the
same amount of respect and
individualism given to stories
that are deemed to be more
mainstream. So, we started
ONWE.

Has there been
anything you have
found particularly
challenging when
starting the press?
As a small publisher in a
concentrated market, we have
to fight to be heard. That can be
challenging at times, especially
given the fact that the industry
has long-established systems
in place that often favour larger
publishers with bigger budgets.
Given our size and age, we
have had to be innovative and
flexible. That has resulted in big
wins but also substantial losses.
That said, it’s definitely getting
easier. We’ve learnt from our

mistakes and listened to great
advice from our predecessors,
and we are now in a position to
expand and amplify our impact.

What are your aims as
a press who hopes to
“amplify diverse voices
and express underrepresented ideologies
across all creative
industries”?
Our ultimate aim is to stress
that stories from diverse voices
are not just another trend or
gimmick, but rather that there
are so many varied stories out
there that should be brought to
the market by the people who
know them best. Good stories
have the ability to radically
impact most people, and our
driving force is to help people
feel heard and seen in books,
particularly those from diverse
backgrounds who have been
neglected by this industry for
too long.

Is ONWE doing
Can you tell us more
anything to mark
about your upcoming
Black History Month in releases?
particular?
From Dream Country, a YA
Our mission is to amplify underrepresented creatives, many of
whom identify as Black, so for
us, every month is Black History
Month. We’re doing what we
usually do: we are investing in
stories from Black authors, we
are highlighting and sharing
books and content from Black
creatives on Instagram
through our ONWEPicks
segment, and we are
providing a safe space for
Black consumers to get
books that centre and
uplift them.

Do you feel
enough is being
done in the wider
industry to ensure
there is BIPOC
representation,
especially for Black
voices who are often
overlooked?
While things have definitely
improved, we’re not there yet.
You don’t have to go far to see
that the publishing industry has
a diversity problem. The number
of diverse-led books published,
as well as the marketing and
sourcing budgets allocated
to diverse authors, is not
representative of the general
population. A lack of diversity in
mainstream media has a direct
impact on self-esteem and
negative stereotyping, which
contributes to social-economic
disparities. As people directly
impacted by this, we can attest
to its effects.

fantasy set in three culturallydistinct realms inspired by
Kenyan, Brazilian, Caribbean,
and Grecian customs, to
The Landfill Mountains, a YA
environmental thriller that
tackles climate change, we have
lots of exciting books coming up
that we can’t wait to share!

Finally, what advice do
you have for publishing
hopefuls wanting to set
up their own press?
Speak to people. This industry
can be opaque, and though it
may seem to be intuitive, it’s
really not. Luckily, there are
so many great indies out there
that are willing to help. When
we first started, we spoke to
a few publishers like Impress
Books, Knights Of, Jacaranda
Books and many others who
extended warm welcomes to
us. Their insight was pivotal to
our growth and a testament
to how much this community
collectively wants to enact
change in literature.

More from ONWE
Press....

What are your top
tips for publishing
hopefuls applying
to independent
publishers?
As a lot of independent
publishers are made up of small
teams, we think the key skill to
show on any application is that
you’re able to multi-task and
that you’re not afraid to get
stuck in. Also, most indies are
founded by a desire to make
a change in the publishing
industry from the ground up,
so demonstrating a passion for
their mission and showing how
your skill set fits into helping
them achieve it is vital.
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Not To Be Overlooked
Not To Be Overlooked introduces a variety of a wonderful but
lesser-known books to assist readers in finding their next
great reads. The column covers fiction and non-fiction with
reviews by Alicja (The Sisters) and Katie (Hood Feminism).

‘The Sisters’ by Liv Little in Hag: Forgotten Folktales Retold by
Daisy Johnson et al.
Published by Virago, October 2020
Hag: Forgotten Folktales Retold is a collection of short stories curated by Professor Carolyne
Larrington and written by many diverse voices. Interestingly, most of the stories in the collection
have been previously available as a podcast and, as a result, they all have a certain lyrical quality to
them – they are written for spoken word, for you to listen and get lost in the story.
For this issue, I’m focusing on Liv Little’s short story, ‘The Sisters’. Liv Little is the founding Editor-inChief of gal-dem magazine, sharing perspectives of women and non-binary people of colour. Her
short story, ‘The Sisters’, in Hag: Forgotten Folktales Retold, is a retelling of the tale of two brothers
quarrelling about the love of a woman somewhen in the reign of Charles II. Like many of other
authors of this collection, Liv Little is given only a tiny glimpse, a short description of the original
story to create something entirely new. The reader can see the original story at the end of the
book, which allows us to see how the author’s used their
creativity to explore folklore tales.
‘The Sisters’ follows twins Grace and Maya as they are
reunited when their mother falls more ill and is put in a
Hospice. For Grace, it is a moment of facing her family
for the first time in years. In this short story, Liv Little
explores the family dynamic and tension resulting from
prolonged estrangement and Grace and Maya’s mother’s
disapproval of Grace’s sexual orientation and relationship
with Chloe. But, the dynamic between the sisters is equally
complicated and throughout the short story, the drift
between all women only deepens further. Like many other
short stories in Hag: Forgotten Folktales Retold, ‘The Sisters’
is darker than many retellings and remains painfully timely
– exploring the issues relevant in the contemporary world.
If you enjoy a retelling and would like to explore some less
known folklore stories from England, Scotland, Wales and
Northern Ireland, I would definitely recommend reading
the other stories featured in Hag.
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Hood Feminism: Notes from the Women White Feminists Forgot
by Mikki Kendall
Published by Bloomsbury, February 2020
Mikki Kendall’s Hood Feminism has been yet
another eye-opening read for me in 2020. I have
read a fair few books about feminism, but nothing
about selective feminism and this is what Kendall
explores.
With chapters on gun violence, poverty,
fetishisation and how to become an ally, Hood
Feminism acts as an intervention for white
feminists on how to better consider the lives of
Black and minority ethnic women.
This book is centered on one simple truth: if
your support towards women is cherry-picked
by ethnicity, status or wealth, then you are not a
feminist.

“Black women weren’t doing
feminism right because it didn’t
look the way she *a white
woman* wanted.”
Kendall’s work here is the best kind of uncomfortable, the kind that wakes you up to the many
faces of womanhood, particularly in Black and minority ethnic communities. Hood Feminism is
an educational tool to teach both men and women that saying “I’m a feminist” is not enough.
Kendall encourages people to dig deeper and ask yourself why you define yourself as a
feminist and how you can become a better one. She is exposing us to a truth that we are
almost all ignorant to, that a lot of feminist work is focused on the white woman and her
struggles rather than the healthcare, childcare, or financial worries of the Black and ethnic
minority women in our society.
Feminism is women helping women, but above that, it’s understanding that white women
need to support Black women with education, hunger, poverty, murder, disappearances,
pregnancy, abortion, housing, and marginalisation. The chapters in this book are so organised
and succinct, it is easy to learn exactly what we need to.
This is such a necessary book for everyone, men and women alike. Kendall has laid down the
groundwork and now, instead of witnessing Black women do the work, white women need to
start evaluating their concept of feminism.
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